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PARISH DIRECTORY  
For times of services see pages 24, 25, 26 & 27 

CHURCH OPENING TIMESé 
MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 

E-mail address - stjstayeovil@btinternet.com Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Church activities...  

Junior Church  

Crèche (0 to 2 years)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the St Johnôs  

Scramblers (3 years to 4 years) Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Climbers (5 years & 6 years) service   ð Jo-Anne Smith 

Explorers (7 years to 10 years)   

Pathfinders (11 years to 14 years)      
 

Footprints Toddler Group   Mondays 10:00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 321672  
(For Mums and toddlers over one) 
 

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm ð Roger Fox 862041 
 

St Johnôs Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement ð Keith Ovenden 424780 
 

St Andrewôs Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm ð Beth Farrington 
 

SALT (St Andrewôs at Lunch Time) 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm ð Beth Farrington 
  

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm ð Pat Legg 424354 
 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays ð Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 
(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 
 

18-30's     Wednesdays 7:30pm  ð 07964 114001 christune@fsmail.net 
 

Tiny Toes at St Johnôs  Thursdays 10.00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 321672 
(For Mums and babies under one)      
 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)               St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm ð Ian Croxford 415340 
 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm  

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)  Lin Hann 
CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)  James & Doreen Maitland 
 

TCP    4th Saturday 9.00am ð Roz Chatwin 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month ð Contact James D-S 475352  
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 A Letter from...  

The Rector 
 

Dear friends 
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all who made our 

Mission week so touching and powerful. I was so proud ï in the 

right sense ï of St. Johnôs and St. Andrewôs.  

 

It was truly wonderful to see people pulling together to make 

something so worthwhile, and to make it work so well. Thank 

you if you prayed, if you planned, if you served, if you invited 

someone, or if you brought someone along. I thank God for 

Roger Carswell, for the guests he interviewed, for the             

atmosphere at all the events, daytime as well as evening, and for 

the message of Godôs glorious love to us in the Lord Jesus. We 

always said that our primary aim in holding this Mission was to 

bring glory to God, and I think he was truly glorified in all that 

happened. The name of Jesus was spoken with reverence again 

and again, and his gracious but gentle invitation was issued 

again and again. God uses words and calls us to come to him. 

Whoever you are, you can come to him, and know forgiveness, 

and know God as your friend, and know strength for daily     

living. 

 

And since this is the December issue of FOCUS, letôs            

remember that Jesus came to us so that we might come to him. 

He came to a mother, so that we might come to a Father. He 

came to a manger so that we might come to a throne. He came 

to earth so that we might come to heaven. Let us who benefit so 

greatly from his Christmas coming not fail to read afresh from 

the Bible of his nativity, and offer him the worship of our lips 

For Christ in the heart... 

...of Yeovil 
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and lives.  Do it in your heart, and do it in your church ï there 

will be plenty of opportunities! 

 

óOn coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.ô  

Matthew 2:11 

 

May I wish you all a very joyful Christmas, full of Christ. 

 

With my best wishes ï James 

Christmas Events and  
Services   

 

Childrenôs Groupsô nativity, in St Johnôs on December 7th at 10.30am  
 

St Andrewôs Toy Service, on December 14th at 10:00am  

 

Lunchtime carols, 17th December in St Johnôs at 1:15pm  
 

St Andrewôs Carol Service, 21st December at 3:00pm 
 

St Johnôs Carol Service, 21st December at 6:30pm 
 

Christmas Eve  
Childrenôs Carol Service, in St Johnôs at 4:00pm 

 

Late Holy Communion, in St Johnôs at 11:00pm 
 

Christmas Day  
Holy Communion  

at St Andrewôs at 9:00am 
 

Family Celebration  
in St Johnôs at 10:30am 

(bring a present youôve opened) 
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Family Announcements 
 

In Memoriam:  
We give thanks for the life and service of Peggy 
Smith, whose funeral was on Tuesday 11th      
November. 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy to all those who  have lost  
loved ones and pray that God will comfort all who mourn 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

 Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  

  

  13th December - in the Schoolrooms  
 

10th January - in the Schoolrooms  
 

14th February - in the Schoolrooms  
 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  

Quote of the month  
  

Who can add to Christmas?  
 

The perfect motive is that God so loved the world.  
 

The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son.  
 

The only requirement is to believe in Him.  
 

The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.  
 

- Corrie Ten Boom  
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St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 

 
I am writing this at the end of the Mission Week.   
 
St. Andrew's was fortunate to host the first event ï the Yorkshire Tea.  
Ron and I arrived at the Hall just before the specified time and the 
Hall was alive with people already drinking tea and tasting the food 
prepared for the occasion.  The Hall was decorated and the tables 
decked with coloured tablecloths ï (perhaps bearing some              
relationship with Taylors of Harrogate!) and there were a good     
number of people from both churches.  The atmosphere was warm 
and cheerful, presided over by Roger Carswell, aided by a team from 
St. John's.  Beth was, of course, as usual, to be found in the kitchen 
wearing a colourful Yorkshire Tea apron, and , as usual, smiling    
happily!   
 
We all drank good tea and ate Yorkshire themed goodies and after a 
time when we could all relate to each other, Roger spoke to us first 
about Yorkshire ï and he drew out of us all the things we already 
knew about Yorkshire ï famous people, famous sports men, famous 
places!  It was surprising how many people had Yorkshire             
connections or Yorkshire experiences.  Anne Unwin did especially 
well in the knowledge of Yorkshire questions.  All the stars were 
tossed a pack of Yorkshire Tea Bags as a prize ï but don't worry!  All 
the rest of us were given one before we left.  Among all the claims to 
fame that Yorkshire has, it also has a great Christian heritage.  The 
first known Christian Hymn writer was Caedman of Whitby  in the 7th 
century!  John Wycliffe was born in North Yorkshire and was the first 
man to translate the Bible into English. Both John Wesley and William 
Wilberforce were from Yorkshire.  Hudson Taylor was born in    
Barnsley and at the age of 15 he realised that Jesus had died so that 
men and women could be forgiven for their sins and he asked Jesus 
to take over his life and guide his future.  He later sailed to China as a 
missionary and founded the China Inland Mission.  
 
We were left in no doubt that Roger Carswell loved Yorkshire, but as 
he says in his leaflet, ñA bit of Heaven on Earth in Yorkshireò, ñI love 
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my county but I have to say that I love the Lord God more. He made 
me and brought me into a relationship with Himself that will last 
through life, death and into eternity.  And the Bible makes it clear that 
heaven is far better than even Yorkshire!ò 
 
The next day, we were very privileged to entertain Fiona Castle at 
SALT.  Every one was aware that this was a special occasion.  We 
hope Fiona enjoyed her lunch ï and she made sure that no one was 
left out by moving to each table to talk to those there.  She gave a 
brief but telling interview, which resonated with most of those there, 
about life after the loss of a beloved partner and the difference        
between grief and self pity.  She made you feel the sense of joy she 
had in her Christian life and even though she had lost her life's     
companion, she still had  joy of their relationship.  She had to leave 
quite quickly to talk to the Together on Tuesday Group at St. John's 
but  we were so pleased that our SALT members had a chance to 
meet her. 
 
Beth also attended the meeting with Debbie Flood, the Olympic   
Rowing Medallist.  Beth was very proud to have actually held her 
Olympic torch and Brian Lane, who has recently competed in the 
Great North Run and in a half marathon actually had the privilege of 
wearing her silver medal! 
 
Back at St. Andrew's, it was good to see David Maynard Griffin well 
on the way back to form after his knee operation.  He read at our      
service on Sunday and managed the walk up the aisle very well just 
with the aid of a walking stick ï and hardly a limp!  Jo Dodwell is    
progressing well too and it is lovely to see her back at SALT and in 
Church, and moving more easily each time.  Its been a hard time for 
both of them but hopefully now, that is behind them ï and they can 
look forward to Christmas.                  - Margaret Akerman 
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December 2014 & January 2015 .... the BYG  
suggests for your prayers. 

 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 
 

- Marc, Hilary, Simon, Benjy and Eve Deneufchâtel serving with 
SIM in Benin, West Africa. 

- Dr Ruth Hulser  serving with CMS at St Phillip's hospital, Tabora, 
Tanzania, East Africa. 

- Rev Muyunda Simangolwa, deacon at St Peter's church Lusaka,  
Zambia, Central Africa. 

- Alison Bush, a volunteer working with the IFES team in Belgium. 
 

- we pray for the safety of our mission links as they go about their daily 
work. May they know that Christ is with them  and has them in the palm 
of his hands. 

- we pray that as they spread the Word of God to all they meet during their 
daily lives that they will be given guidance, strength, wisdom and the 

  necessary time for spiritual refreshment. 
- we pray for them all as they spend Christmas with family and friends to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for rest, good health, 
peace at Christmas and safety for those who face journeys. 

 

Prayers for the rest of the world... 
- we pray for all for whom Christmas is like any other day; a time of war, 

bloodshed, abuse, poverty, homelessness, loneliness and utter             
hopelessness. May they, in their time of need, take comfort in the message 
of our Lord and Saviour. 

- we pray for those who throughout the Christmas period are away from 
their families as they minister to others in need, be it at home or abroad. 
Give them strength in difficult situations, wisdom as they make decisions 
and knowledge of God's guiding hand. 

- we pray for peace throughout the world especially remembering Syria, 
Northern Iraq, North Eastern Nigeria, Southern Sudan, Ukraine, Libya, 
Israel and Palestine. 

- we pray for all suffering from the Ebola crisis in West Africa, and those 
who are dedicating their lives to help and those who are working on a 
cure. 

Donõt Forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month.  
It gives suggestions for people, places and events that you can pray for. 

BYG... Points for prayer 
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When does £5,000 = £20,000?  
   

 Answer:  When we support a  
  Christian Aid Community Partnership Project  

 

Kenya Maternal and Child Health 

Project  
 
St Johnôs has started supporting this Community Partnership    

Project, donating £2,000 from our Giving Budget in 2014.  The 
aim is to raise £5,000 by June 2016, at which point the EU will 

make it up to £20,000!  
 

With Kenyaôs dangerously high maternal mortality rate, the      
project, based in Narok County, is of utmost importance. Three 

Christian Aid partners have united to deliver lasting change for 
men, women and children.  
Coming together is a theme that runs throughout this project. 

Mother - to -mother support groups are the main way that           
information is given to prospective mothers. Pregnancy is an  

overwhelming time for many women around the world regardless 
of their situation. It is even more daunting when the risks are so 
high and very little information is available. Pregnant women come 

to these groups to learn about what to expect in their pregnancy 
and how to better care for their babies as they grow up. Groups 

are run by community health workers, trained by the partners 
supported by our giving. These health workers also monitor the 
pregnancies of the women and encourage them to give birth at the 

local health clinic or hospital where there are trained nurses and 
doctors. As of September, 72 such groups had been established, 

reaching over 2,500 women.  
 

Although maternal health primarily affects women in Kenya, men 
make the majority of decisions around healthcare and generally 

decide about family planning methods and where Οwomen give 
birth. They often choose for women to give birth at home, assisted 
only by traditional birth attendants with no formal medical     

training. If complications arise they are miles away from the clinic 
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and the long journey can be fatal. Because men are so influential, 

it is imperative that they are included in the project, learning the 
same important health messages as the women. Through 13     

father - to - father support groups, over 1000 men have come       
together to be taught about family planning.  
 

Some more numbers from the project:  

-  100  Community Health Workers issued with mobile phones  
-  243  mothers called and reminded to attend Antenatal Clinic Ο 
-  863  Community Healthy Workers trained Ο 
-  9,222 malaria nets given to pregnant women Ο 
-  14,740 skilled deliveries carried out Ο 
-  Training planned from this September for 50  health workers Ο 
-  2  motorbikes have been ordered. ΟTraining of motorbike riders is 

ongoing Ο 
-  60  women are to be trained in teaching future Mother to Mother 

leaders. Ο 
 

Kisoolu is someone who has been helped by the Community 

Health Workers. She was married at the age of 18 and had five 
children with her husband who died 10 years ago. It has been   

difficult bringing up her children without a father but she knew 
that she had to stand firm to support her family. Her faith is her 
strength. óWhen I have a problem, I ask God to help me and 

my childrenô, she says.  
 

Look out for opportunities to support this project in the 
coming year through fund - raising activities initiated by the 

Beyond Yeovil Group (BYG)!  
-  Phil Juggins  

St Johnôs Church, Yeovil, 7.30pm, Friday 5th December 
 

MUSIC FOR ADVENT  
 

featuring Bruton School for Girls Chamber Choir,  
Baroque Ensemble, Brass Ensemble  

  and the full School Choir. 
 

Tickets, to include refreshments, £5 available at the door.  
 

 A festive programme of seasonal music including an inspirational new 
composition linking lessons and carols, only performed once before. 
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Update on the Bells and Ringers  
 

This photo is one of our new bells; it weighs about  7 
cwt (345 kg). It was given by me in memory of my   
Uncle, Tom Setter. It was on display in St Johnôs when 
the bells returned and kindly garlanded by the Flower 
Group. The inscription reads: ñTo the Glory of God, 
given in memory of Tom Setter (1904 -1984) a ringer 
here for 60 yearsò and on the reverse ñWhitechapel 
2013ò.  After nearly a yearôs absence there are now 14 
bells in the tower, although the most that can be rung 
at once is 12. Two of the bells are ñextrasò which enable 
us to ring different combinations of 6, 8, and 10 which will sound in 
tune. This also provides the opportunity to ring lighter bells depending on 
the wishes and ability of the ringers.  You may have noticed different and 
louder sounds coming from the tower, from those familiar before the project 
was carried out! In fact we might in due course  have to control the sound 
levels so as not to annoy the neighbours! It has been satisfying to be able 
to ring our bells again, and there have been some appreciative comments 
from the congregation.  In addition to the 14 bells hung for  ñfull circleò, the 
English ringing style, there is an ancient (14cent.) Sanctus bell (1 cwt or 
(54kg).  This can be tolled from the Gallery, and ought to be for a few    
minutes prior to Services. Anyone can be shown how to do this, but donôt 
try it yet,  and it should not affect the masonry work!  
 

We were able to ring two sets of six bells (a  ñnewò light 6 and the more  
familiar ñmediumò light 6 which were our old bells) for Remembrance     
Sunday when the bells were ñhalf-muffledò. This gives an echo effect to the 
sound produced by the unmuffled side of the clapper, as each bell rotates 
first in one direction and then the other - appropriate for a solemn occasion. 
It was also a sad occasion for our band of and the congregation: being the 
last time the bells will be heard until the masonry repairs to the tower are 
completed and the mortar has set.  Christmas 2014 will therefore be the  
second Christmas when we have had no bells!   
 

Not being able to ring our bells makes it quite a challenge to motivate and 
retain a band of ringers and recruit new ones.  Fortunately there are a   
number of nearby churches where we were able to practice during our first 
enforced silence. We hope to visit Trent, Odcombe, Stoke sub Hamdon,  
Preston Plucknett and Hardington Mandeville over the coming months.  In 
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some cases we may be able to provide ringers for their Christmas services, 
where there is no resident team. 
 

When we had the refurbished bells on view on the day of the summer fete, 
we also introduced many people to the ñfeelò of ringing a bell on a       
Simulator.  Half a dozen or so expressed an interest in taking this further on 
real bells.  Our ideas for making this possible in our own tower have been 
thwarted!   However we shall be inviting these folk to see us practicing   
elsewhere for the time being and there may be opportunities to  ñlearn the 
ropesò in other towers. Another way in which progress might be made is by 
using a computer and a ringing simulation software package (though not for 
the initial physical process of ringing).   This equipment which can eventually 
be fixed up on our bells (so practice can be undertaken silently (from the 
outside) has been donated by the family of Jessica Vale, one of our        
congregation and a ringer, who passed away suddenly early in 2013. 
 

Most of our ringers are also members of the congregation, but we really do 
need some more. Age need not be a barrier, but we do need to reverse the 
current trend that shows an over reliance on an aging ringing              
population. Youngsters tend to pick up the knack quicker than adults,  but 
then they go off to uni where their ringing can really take off, if they join 
the college ringing society! It would be nice if we could recruit a team of 
young lads and lasses from our Youth Groups. Leaders: do please think 
about this as an activity, we can provide a safeguarded environment, with 
excellent equipment.  It does require commitment;  learning to ring does not 
provide ñinstant gratificationò, but can become an absorbing hobby. It is 
good physical and mental exercise, keeps you in touch with the church (it 
did me!), and  is service to the community at large.  

- Roger Fox, Tower Captain 

NEWS OF YEOVIL CHAMBER CHOIR  
 

By the time you read this we will have had our November Concert in Crewkerne 

Methodist Church and St. Johnõs Church, West Bay, with Axminster Chamber 

Choir ð a review of those in the next Focus.  
 

A reminder that, as last year, we are singing a programme of Christmas music 

in Barrington Court on 14th December at 2.00pm. and 

possibly at 3.00pm. as well. All are welcome.   

                        - Robin Hutchfield  
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Onward Christian Soldiers!  
 

(Dare we completely pooh -pooh the challenges of this hard -hitting 
parody?)  
 

Onward Christian soldiers, marching from the fight,  
With the cross of Jesus nearly out of sight.  

Let   some other Christian fight against the foe,  
Once to church on Sunday is as far as we will go.  
 

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense,  
    Let's not get committed, letôs sit on the fence. 

 
Let us form committees, talk for hours and hours,  

While lost souls they perish, under Satan's powers.  
We are all divided, many factions we,  

Satan is delighted with our lack of unity.  
 

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense,  

    That is for fanatics, we'll sit on the fence.  
 

Now that we are Christians, we have God's own wealth,  
So we'll spend our money mainly on our self.  

Christian brothers starving over distant seas,  
Still we take our pleasure and our souls will take their ease.  
 

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense.  
    That may change our lifestyle, let's sit on the fence.  

 
Like a mighty tortoise moves the church of God,  

Brothers we are treading where we've often trod.  
Gates of hell should never 'gainst the church prevail,  

Because our hearts are in the world and that is why we fail.  
  

No need for commitment,  

no need to be bold,  
    As the church continues 

worldly, hard and cold.  
 

-  Robyn Sones  
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Childrenõs and Young Peopleõs groups  

- December News 
 

Junior Church - 3 to 10 year olds 
All of the junior church families are being given an 

advent calendar this year, with a daily bible study. 

It is good to start bible reading at a young age, and 

we encourage this as much as we can.  
 

We are starting December off by leading the morning service on the 7th. 

This will include a nativity. Please do come and support our children. The 

21st sees us having lots of fun at our Christmas party. There is not going 

to be a Christmas crafts this year, as we have all been so involved in the 

mission, and quite frankly need some rest. On the 24th we are looking 

forward to welcoming our friends, and children we have been in contact 

with this year, to a Christmas Eve service at 4pm. Please do encourage 

any children you know under 10 to come to this wonderful time.  
 

In January the junior church leaders will be meeting to plan the year 

ahead, with lots of Bible teaching and fun events. Jane McLean is        

organising some Child Protection training in January, and I am hoping to 

organise some training for the teaching and nurturing side of our work. 

There are plenty of ways you can get involved in our work, including   

praying and helping with admin tasks. Please do see me if you feel you 

can help us. With much thanks for all you do for our children. 

      - Jo-Anne Smith 
 

CYFA  - 14 to 18 year olds 
CYFA is for 14-18 year olds. We meet every Friday      

evening (term time) at 7:30pm until 9:30pm in St Johns 

School Rooms. We meet to hear God speak in the Bible, 

pray, eat food and have fun.  
 

2014 summary 

It has been a good year at CYFA: We have seen non-Christian friends 

come along to a few events; relationships within in the group have    

deepened; the youth services have been great and it has been a real joy 

to meet every week and hear from Gods word and pray together. Bring on 

2015!  
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 

Shirley Lee 427070 or 
 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

 

Whatõs happening in December? 

Big Questions 
 

In December we are going to be tackling some big questions: 

 - Is Jesus the only way? 

 - Does God answer prayer? 

 - Does God care who I date? 

 - Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 

Some special events: 

6th December Unite @ St Johnõs - A chance to meet with other        

Christians in Yeovil. 

14th December  Christmas Lunch 
 

Grab a term card from the back of church for more information  

about what is happening this term. 
 

Whatõs happening in January? 

Not sure yet - but there will be new term cards available at the end of  

December! 
 

Our memory verse for the term:   

òThink over what I say, for the Lord will give you  

understanding in everything.ó 2 Timothy 2:7 
 

Please pray this half term: 

- That we would love Gods Word and submit to what it says. 

- That the young people would be inviting their friends to CYFA  

- That the word of God might make a real change to the leaders and 

young peopleõs lives. 

- James and Doreen Maitland 
 

For more information please contact James and Doreen Maitland: 

 Jamesanddoreenmaitland@hotmail.com  01935 813244  

mailto:Jamesanddoreenmaitland@hotmail.com
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What is Church for?  
 

óTo know Christ and to make him known.ô This is the motto of the 
Navigators, and of Youth With A Mission (YWAM), and of many local 
churches. It is a great summary of what church is for.  
 

There, look at that. Iôve answered the question in eight words. You 
want more? Here are another eight words: 

 
Fellowship : God did not send Jesus to save individuals, but to   

create a new kingdom, a new nation, a new people united in his love. 
In being saved we are brought together. Your church is the company 
of those with whom God calls you to walk the way to heaven. So we 
are to enjoy each otherôs company, we are to care for each other, rub 
along together in joy, and we are to sense the Holy Spiritôs              
supernatural bonding of us in unity. 

 
Witness : Nor is witness an individual thing, but something the 

church does together. A Christian can witness to Godôs love, but 
Christians do it better together because that way we can show how 
God enables us to love each other. When Jesus said, óYou are the 
light of the world,ô he was not talking to an individual. Likewise Paul 
wrote to a whole church: óYou are Christôs ambassadors.ô 

 
Maturity : By hearing Godôs word, by using our gifts, by growing in 
godliness, by the uncomfortable thing of bearing with others we have 
little in common with, and by seeking after God together, we are more 
able to grow towards maturity in Christian faith, than we could ever do 
in isolation from others. Ephesians 4:14-16 springs to mind. 

 
Learning : From the very start, churches were always places of   

learning. In Acts 2:42, óThey devoted themselves to the apostlesô 
teaching.ô This is not a dry factual kind of learning, but a joyful      
heart-warming learning of Godôs glorious truths in Scripture. It doesnôt 
lead to an exam, but to a relationship. The more we learn of the      

Tough Questions  
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Bibleôs teaching, the more we know God himself, for he is the author 
of Scripture and the one who still speaks to us through it. Yes, we can 
read the Bible by ourselves, but church gatherings were always      
intended for mutual edification (see 1 Corinthians 14:1-5). 

 
Service : The Church is not only light but also salt in the world, 

called to serve the world around, to help and love with the            
compassion of a God whose love is demonstrated at a cross. So from 
the first, the church served not only its own members (essential 
though that is), but all people. And down through history the church 
has an amazing track record of developing initiatives that transform 
society or help the  poorest. In Yeovil, there are Street Pastors, the 
Lordôs Larder, CAP, and many other church initiatives that enable us 
to serve. 

 
Prayer : This too can be a private matter, but must never be only 
that. Jesus did not teach us to pray óMy Fatherô but óOur Fatherô ï   
because we should pray together. Somebody should scour through 
the New Testament and see how many of the commands to pray are 
singular and how many are plural. I bet the vast majority are plural 
commands, made not to a Christian but to a Church. 

 
Discipline : Christians sin. That is not a nice thought, but it is a true 

one. And when we sin, we need to confess it to God, but we also 
need our Christian sisters and brothers to pull us back into line (with 
lots of humility and lots of love). The church is called to exercise     
discipline by Jesus himself, see for example Matthew 18:15-17, and 
note that the aim is to ówin your brother back.ô Itôs a kind of positive 
peer-pressure that we need to exert on each other within Godôs    
family. 

 
Sacraments : Jesus commanded us to ómake disciples of all        

nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.ô And at the Last Supper he commanded us to ódo 
this in remembrance of me.ô You canôt baptise yourself into a church 
of one, nor can you enjoy a family meal all by yourself. 
 

Iôm sure there are more things that the church is for. See if you can 
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add to my list; I look forward to hearing. 
 
Iôve thought of something else that Church is for: itôs for you and itôs 

for me. Belong to it, commit yourself to it, and love it. 

- James Dudley-Smith 

Safeguarding Training  
It may seem a long way off, but Safeguarding training for all      
involved with activities for children or vulnerable adults, will take 
place on Saturday 31st January 2015 from 9.30 am ς 1.00pm in 
{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛŀǊȅΦ 

A New Yearôs Prayer 
 

May God make your year a happy one! 
 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,  
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;  
 

Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  
 

Not by taking hardships from you,  
But by taking fear from your heart;  
 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  
 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 
and by making you anxious to be there to help.  
 

Godôs love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 
 

          - Anonymous 
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When I Needed a Neighbour...  
 

Dear good people of St Johns and St Andrews  

West Coker Church of England school is a very small school in need of a 

small bit of help. It is a Church of England school with good connections 

to the local church who have run an after school club for many years 

called Seekers. Unfortunately over the past 2 years the numbers of 

helpers have dropped and as from January the club will have only 2 

helpers which is insufficient to enable it to run for 8 -10 children who 

attend.  

The club runs on a Wednesday afternoon between 3.15 and 4.15 at the 

school during term -time, and the format includes a game, prayers, a 

song, the Bible reading and discussion for the day, and lastly the craft, 

usually related to the story. The material that we have used for the 

past few months is called BAM; Bible and Me, which has proved a hit 

with the children and has been well thought out.  

Might you be able to help us? We would not need help every week and if 

we could find more than one person it would spread the load even more. 

West Coker is a small church, with a small congregation and few ôpeople 

resourcesõ available to help. St Johns is a large church with many people 

resources and it would be great to think that this is one easy way that 

we could help one of our struggling neighbouring parishes with an      

outreach activity that they have faithfully carried out for many years.  

A DBS check would be needed, but this could be organised if required.  

If you think that you may be able to help please do contact me as I am 

one of the remaining helpers and would love to hear from you. Thank you  

- Jennifer Matthew, 01935 862190  

 

Your merry Christmas may depend  

on what others do for you,  

but your Happy New Year will  

most certainly depend on  

what you do for others.  
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Here I am Lord, send me! 
An interview with Steve Hart, the new CAP Centre Manager 

 

Born in 1957 as the son of an RAF Corporal, in 1976 I joined the 
RAF to train as an electronic engineer, working on the Vulcan, Puma        
helicopter and finally working for my last 7 years in a MOD cell.   
 

Having no church background, during my first year in the RAF I met a    
Christian girl.  With her I would attend Sunday evening gospel services with 
the aim of getting to know her friends and family.  After a while, one Sunday 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άWŜǎǳǎ [ƻǾŜǎ ¸ƻǳΦέ  .ŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ о ǘƛƳŜǎΣ LΩŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ 
ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎŜ мм-18 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ w!C /ƻǎŦƻǊŘ 
(where I was doing my training) and whilst lying in bed, I asked God to make 
Himself known to me.  Since that prayer, not realizing it was a prayer, I felt 
Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƻŦǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ IƛƳ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ƭƛŦŜ όǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛǘ ǎƛƴΗύΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ 
and during my 3 years of technical training, I shared my faith at any          
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ         
personal commitment to Jesus. 
 

I had my ups and downs as a Christian in the RAF but began to realize I 
needed to nail my colours to the mast!  I remember being asked one day to 
ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻΗ  
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƴƻΗέ  ¸ƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜƭǘΗ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀ 
Christian. 
 

In 1988 I married Anne and we have 3 children (Robert, Hannah & Joshua), 
all of whom are living away from home with 2 in Milborne Port and 1 in 
Leeds respectively.  It was whilst Anne was pregnant with Joshua that I went 
to the first Gulf war (1990/91) and managed to get home just in time to see 
him born.  I was always keen to serve in the Church, which I know God 
knew, and after 22 years in the RAF, and whilst living in Yetminster and 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ wb!{ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭǘƻƴΣ L ǿŀǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ  {ƻ ƻƴ м 
January 2000 I started working full-time for Yeovil Community Church (YCC) 
as their Operations Manager. 
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This brings us up to date and after trying to sell our house for a few years, 
we moved into Yeovil on 4 June 2014, in a house only a 2 minute walk to 
work!  How amazing was that!  Little did I know that a few weeks later God 
would start to reveal to me that my time as the Operations Manager at YCC 
would soon come to an end. 
 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ό/!tύ 
Centre and after receiving an update from Ian Croxford, was thrilled to hear 
that over 120 clients had been reached and 16 had become Christians!  All 
Ƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ L 
believe there has been an evangelist lurking somewhere inside me, looking 
for opportunities to share the love of Jesus in a relevant way.  Working for 
Yeovil Community Church for nearly 15 years has given me the opportunity 
to get to know Christians in the Yeovil area, hopefully gain some respect and 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L 
see myself as part of the Church family in Yeovil. 
 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ¸// ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
a case of me looking for the opportunity.  It just happened!  Whilst working 
alongside the Operations Manager for Yeovil Christian Support Trust, who 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ [ŀǊŘŜǊ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DŀǘŜ²ŀȅΣ L    
often found myself having to deal with emergency situations when Matt 
ǿŀǎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ 
someone homeless on Christmas Eve and who has nowhere to go.  I had 
conversations with many in the GateWay who were waiting for their      
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƻǘƛŎ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ    
getting any better.  There just seemed to be no hope for these people and 
all this made me feel I wanted to help the poor and needy though felt    
helpless to do so; apart from giving out food parcels, I just ended up       
signposting people elsewhere.  How could I do more? 
 

Having attended two CAP meetings arranged by David Upton regarding the 
/ŜƴǘǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ мп Wǳƭȅ мпΣ 
L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΣ άIŜǊŜ L ŀƳ 
[ƻǊŘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜΗέ  ²ƻǿΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΚ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
understand who this was for, maybe a prophetic word or was this a         
personal cry?  Without going into further detail, I shared with my wife Anne 
that I thought God was loosening my roots at YCC and it was possible He 
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wanted me to leave the job. 
 

Confirmation from God came when an email was sent to me about the 
availability of the Street Pastors coordinator role, and I sat up inside     
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ άL ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭ /!t /ŜƴǘǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƧƻōǎΦέ  L ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōƻǘƘΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
wanted me to do them together and following several interviews, I was   
accepted for both roles. 
 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦƻǊ от ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  !ǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ       
ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ LΩƳ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  
And as I grow in my faith, and therefore more aware of my failings, I see the 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
into my new roles and very mindful of my need to pray without ceasing and 
ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΦ  {ƻ ƻƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΣ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ƭƛŦŜΗ  LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻǳōǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛŦŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΚέ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
37 years ago, suffice to say that knowing there is always hope, this will give 
me the determination to support others who feel helpless and who need to 
know the love of Christ in a relevant way.    

Each one of them is Jesus in disguise.    
- Mother Teresa  

- Steve Hart 

òDoes God exist  

and can we know him?ó 
A summary of the talk given by Dr Kirsty Birkett at the Womenõs   

Breakfast on Saturday 25 October.  

 

For as long as we have had history, we have had people discussing 

the existence of God. The arguments that people still use go back to 

the ancient Greeks. The arguments are still valid, still logical; nothing 

has disproved them.  

Take this one, for instance. Everything we observe in this universe is 

contingent. That means, everything depends on something else for its 

existence. We can talk of this in terms of cause - everything has a 
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cause. Well, then, what caused the universe itself? Something had to; 

it didn't cause itself. The cause of the universe is what we call God.  

There are three related objections that people bring up against this 

argument. The first is - what caused God, then? But this                     

misunderstands the argument. Nothing caused God. That's the point. 

God is a being without cause - that's what we mean by 'God'. That's 

precisely why God is the conclusion of the argument.  

So, then, people say, if you want to stop your chain of reasoning at 

God as the ultimate explanation - why shouldn't I stop at the universe 

itself as the ultimate, unexplained thing? Again, this just                    

misunderstands the argument. The universe is not an uncaused thing 

in the way that God is. The universe and everything in it, science tells 

us, is contingent. That is a major difference between the universe we 

observe, and God.  

Ah, well, comes the third related objection. You explain things by 

God; I explain things by science. We'll just agree to disagree -          

although, of course (the comment continues), science is much better 

than God because it produces microwaves, rockets to the moon, 

cures for disease and so on.  

No, this objection doesn't work, either. For science must stop at the 

limits of the universe - at its beginning. It cannot go beyond to say 

what caused the beginning. To depend on science to explain the 

cause of the universe is to say - we don't know. We can't know. It is 

not a competition between two alternate explanations, science or 

God. If you go for science, you are saying, ultimately, I don't have an 

explanation. It is the contrast between having an explanation (God) 

or not having one at all. Of course, you can always choose to be   

satisfied with not having an explanation - but why, when the            

explanation is freely available?  

So, it makes sense to believe in God to explain the universe. Logical 

argument can demonstrate to us that there is a God. But logical     

argument can't get us to know God. So, for all the value of arguments 

like this, don't stop there. God is not just a philosophical explanation - 

he is a person. Yes, it's satisfying to know in the abstract what caused 

the universe, but how much more satisfying to get to know that      

person himself. That is the truly mind -blowing fact; not that God exists, 

but that we can know him. That he came to earth, as a man, and 

spoke to us. That is where we truly get to know God - not through   

philosophical argument, but through Jesus, as revealed in the      

Scriptures.         - Caroline Armitstead  
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2014  
 

Mon 1st  9.00 am           Staff Meeting                    St Johnôs 
10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 

Tues 2nd           10.30 am Holy Communion       St John's 
                          2.00 pm           Together on Tuesday       Schoolrooms 

2.30 pm           Friendship Circle Christmas party 
            St Andrewôs Hall 

Wed 3rd            9.45 am           Genesis                       41 The Park 
12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer            St Johnôs 
7.30 pm First Wednesday        St Andrewôs Hall 
7.30 pm ñThe King and Iò Mission Follow up  Schoolrooms 

Thurs 4th           10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
               Schoolrooms 
                          12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer        St Johnôs 
 Fri 5th  11.00 am The King and Iò Mission Follow up  Schoolrooms 
          7.30 pm            Pathfinders/CYFA        Schoolrooms 

 
  2nd  Sunday of Advent  
 

Sun 7th  8.00 am Holy Communion       St Johnôs 
  10.00 am Holy Communion       St Andrew's  
  10.30 am Together for Worship       St John's  
                6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service      St Johnôs 

 

 Mon 8th            9.00 am            Staff Meeting                    St Johnôs 
            10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 

 Tues 9th          10.30 am           Holy Communion  St John's 
                         12.30 pm           SALT Christmas lunch           St Andrewôs Hall   
Wed 10th             

12.00 noon      Lunchtime prayer  St Johnôs 
7.30 pm ñThe King and Iò Mission Follow up Schoolrooms 
7.30 pm            18 ï 30ôs group              49 Collingwood Rd       

Thurs 11th         10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
              Schoolrooms 
                          12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
 Fri 12th             11.00 am The King and Iò Mission Follow up  Schoolrooms 
                          7.30 pm            Pathfinders/CYFA         Schoolrooms 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent   
Sun 14th  8.00 am Holy Communion       St Johnôs 
  10.00 am           Morning Worship (Toy service)  

     St Andrew's  
  10.30 am          Holy Communion               St Johnôs 
                          6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service        St Johnôs 
  

Mon 15th           9.00 am        Staff Meeting                   St Johnôs 
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Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but 

please check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.   

Tues 16th        
    

10.30 am         Holy Communion      St John's 
                           2.00 pm         Together on Tuesday Carols at URC          
      
Wed 17th           9.45 am        Genesis                 41 The Park  

 1.15 pm        Lunchtime Carol Service     St Johnôs 
 7.30 pm         18 ï 30ôs group              49 Collingwood Rd       

Thurs 18th            Genesis Bring & Share Social  41 The Park 
 12.00 noon      Lunchtime prayer      St Johnôs 

Fri 19th              7.30 pm         Pathfinders/CYFA                 Schoolrooms 

 
4th Sunday of Advent  

Sun 21st      8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 
  10.30 am Morning Worship           St Johnôs  
                    3.00 pm Carol Service                  St Andrewôs 

6.30 pm Carol Service     St Johnôs 
 

Mon 22nd 9.00 am           Staff Meeting     St Johnôs 
Tues 23rd          10.30 am          Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

 
Christmas Eve  

 Wed 24th          4.00 pm Childrenôs Carol Service  St Johnôs 
   11.00 pm Late night Communion     St Johnôs                             

             
Christmas Day    

Thurs 25th        9.00 am Holy Communion     St Andrewôs 
10.30 am Family Celebration     St Johnôs 

 
 

First Sunday of Christmas  
Sun 28th  8.00 am            Morning Worship   St Johnôs 
  10.30 am          Morning Worship   St Johnôs  

Schools Carol Services and other Christmas events 
5thDecember  Bruton School Carol Concert  
8th December  Huish School   
9th December  Preston School   
12th December  Park School   
12th December  Peopleõs Choir Yeovil Concert    
13th December  Foyer Club Concert  
16th December   Westfield School  
      

 and at St Andrewõs 
15th December  Scouts Carol Service        
17th December  Rotary Carol Service  

Please pray for all these 
services. For the people 
taking part in them and 
those that are attending.  

 

Pray that they may discover 
Jesus at these services 
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN JANUARY 2015  
 
Thurs 1st  New Yearôs Day  

      
Epiphany  

Sun 4th   9.30 am  Holy Communion     St Andrew's  
  11.00 am  Together for Worship     St John's  

6.30 @St. Johnôs:   Evening service     St Johnôs 
 

Mon 5th   9.00 am  Staff Meeting     St Johnô 
Tues 6th   10.30 am  Holy Communion    St John's 
Wed 7th             9.45 am   Genesis      41 The Park 

7.30 pm    ñFirst Wednesdayò Prayers       
         St Andrewôs Hall 
12.00 noon         Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

Thurs 8th 10.00 am    ñTiny Toesò Mums & Babies group  
           Schoolrooms 

10.00 am        CAP ñDrop-inò                 St Johnôs  
              12.00 noon         Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 
Fri 9th    7.30 pm  Pathfinders/CYFA    Schoolrooms 
Sat 10th 7.45 am  Menôs Breakfast     Schoolrooms 

 
1st Sunday of Epiphany  

Sun 11th  9.30 am             Morning Worship     St Andrew's  
  11.00 am  Holy Communion     St Johnôs 

6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service        St Johnôs 
  
Mon 12th           9.00 am             Staff Meeting                St Johnôs 
                          10.00 am         Footprints Toddler Group       Schoolrooms 
Tues 13th       

   
10.30 am            Holy Communion      St John's 

                12.30 pm            SALT                 St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 14th           12.00 noon         Lunchtime prayer   St Johnôs 
                          7.30 pm            18 ï 30ôs group             49 Collingwood Rd       

Thurs 15th 10.00 am    ñTiny Toesò Mums & Babies group  
          Schoolrooms 

10.00 am     CAP ñDrop-inò                St Johnôs  
  12.00 noon         Lunchtime prayer   St Johnôs 
  7.30 pm             Creative Craft    Schoolrooms 
Fri 16th              7.30 pm             Pathfinders/CYFA   Schoolrooms 

 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany  

Sun 18th      9.30 am    Holy Communion  St Andrewôs 
11.00 am  Morning Worship  St Johnôs  
6.30 @St.Johnôs:    Evening Service  St Johnôs 
 

Mon 19th 9.00 am  Staff Meeting    St Johnôs 
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These usually take place on the Second and Fourth  

weeks of each month 
 

If you are interested in joining one of these groups  
CONTACT James Dudley -Smith on  01935 475352  

10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
Tues 20th          10.30 am          Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

2.00 pm          Together on Tuesday    Schoolrooms 

 Wed 21st 12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

  7.30 pm            18 ï 30ôs group              49 Collingwood Rd      

Thurs 22nd  10.00 am   ñTiny Toesò Mums & Babies group     Schoolrooms 

  10.00 am           CAP ñDrop-inò                 St Johnôs  
  12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer     St Johnôs 

Fri 23rd              7.30 pm           Pathfinders/CYFA     Schoolrooms 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany (Unity Sunday)  
Sun 25th  9.30 am    Together for Worship   St Andrewôs 
                         11.00 am    Holy Communion   St Johnôs  

6.30 @St.Johnôs:   Evening Service   St Johnôs 
 
Mon 26th 9.00 am Staff Meeting     St Johnôs 

10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
Tues 27th          10.30 am Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

                          12.30 pm SALT      St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 28th 12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

     7.30 pm           18 ï 30ôs group              49 Collingwood Rd                             

Thurs 29th 10.00 am   ñTiny Toesò Mums & Babies group  
        Schoolrooms 

10.00 am         CAP ñDrop-inò                  St Johnôs  
  12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer     St Johnôs 
Friday 30th 7.30 pm           Pathfinders/CYFA     Schoolrooms 

Saturday 31st 9.30 am ï1.00 pm  
    Safeguarding Training     St Johnôs 
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Young SaintsYoung SaintsYoung Saints   
This monthõs theme 

 

The Greatest 

gift of all  

The Greatest gift of all -  the gift of God's love.  
 

And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit  
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the 

humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will 
call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me - holy is his name." Luke 1:46 -49 (NIV)  
 

One of my favourite films is "The Sound of Music." In that film, 

there is a song called "My Favourite Things."  Some of you may 

have seen the film and you may know that song. If so, you will    

remember that the character named Maria, sings about her 

"favourite things." One of the things that she mentions in that 

song is "brown paper packages tied up with string."  

A package like this one.  
 

On Christmas morning, we will wake up to find a lot 

of parcels under the tree. Presents wrapped in 

brightly coloured paper and tied up with pretty   

ribbons and bows. What if there was one under the tree wrapped 

in plain brown paper tied up with string - and what if that package 

had your name on it? Would that be the package you would choose 

to open first? I don't think so! After all, a gift is supposed to 

come in a beautiful package, isn't it?  
 

You know, I think that is why a lot of people have missed out on 

the gift that God sent to them. You see, God's Gift didn't come in 

a beautifully wrapped package. God sent Jesus, His only Son, as 

His gift to us. His mother was a young girl... his earthly father was 
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Jokes Corner Jokes Corner   
 

These jokes are from the children at MEGA MAKERS Holiday Club.  
 

What do you get if you cross a jogger with an apple pie? Puff  
Pastry  
 

What do you call a pig with no legs? A sausage 
 

What do you call a monster who swims in Chocolate? The        
Choc-ness-monster  
 

What was the name of the Emperor Penguin? Julius Freezer  
 

Why did the computer go to the Doctor? Because it had a virus  

a poor carpenter... he was born in a stable. Not a very pretty 

package, is it? But do you know what? It was the greatest gift the 

world has ever known. It was the gift of salvation and it had your 

name on it... and mine! 
 

The Bible tells us that when Mary found out that she had been 

chosen to be the one to deliver God's gift to the world, she was 

filled with joy. She sang a song glorifying God for choosing her.  

"The Mighty One has done great things for me," she sang. 
 

Well, the Mighty One has done great things for us too. He has 

sent us the gift of His love, but some people are so busy            

unwrapping the beautifully wrapped packages that this world     

offers that they have missed out on the greatest gift. Maybe it is 

because it came wrapped in brown paper tied up with 

string.  
 

Dear Father, we are thankful that you loved us so much 
that you sent your only Son to be our Saviour. Amen.  
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Something to make you smile  
 

During a recent password audit by an IT company ,  it was found 

that  a woman was using the following password:   

       PeterJohnJamesBartholomewAndrewPhilipThomasLondon  

When asked why she had such a long password, she said: òThey told me 

it had to have at least eight characters and at least one capital.ó  No 

doubt her ID was pretty secure!  

 
Little Bobbyõs mother gave him a 50p coin and a 10p coin, one for the 
collection at church and one to spend on himself. Later she asked him 
how he spent it. He told her, òthe preacher said the Lord loves a 
cheerful giver, and I knew I would be much more cheerful if I put 10p 
in the collection than the 50p, so I was able to buy more sweets.ó 

 
The minister visited the Jones family in their new home. òDo you like 

it?ó he asked Tommy, one of the three children. He replied, òItõs 

great, I have my own room, Bobby has his own room and my sister has 

her own room, but Iõm afraid mum and dad still have to share.ó 

 
An elderly minister was on the operating table awaiting surgery and he 
insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the operation. As 
he was about to get the anaesthetic, he asked to speak to his son. 
"Don't be nervous, sonó he said, òjust do your best, and remember, if 
it doesn't go well  and something happens to me, your mother is going 
to come and live with you and your wife."  

 
The new curate was meeting a friend in the local coffee bar. As he 

went in, he noticed two pretty girls looking at him. He heard one   

whisper "Nine," as he  passed. When his friend arrived he proudly told 

him a girl near the door had just rated him nine out of ten. "I don't 

want to ruin it for you," the friend said, "but when I walked by, they 

were speaking German."  
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ADVERTS 
By inclusion in FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the 

Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor  

A Touch of Glass  

Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists 

1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE  

Tel 01935 411088  

dawn.stevense@btinternet.com 

JIM ALLEN  

BRICK LAYING, CARPENTRY, FENCING, PATIOS, 

ROOFING GUTTERING,  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, ETC  

Email: alljm996@aol.com  

Tel: 01308 863809  Mobile: 07976 372045  

www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk   

No job too big or 

too small 

Beauty Treatments - with Amy Wood 
 

Manicures & Pedicures, Facials, Indian Head Massage,  
Face & Body Sugaring, Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting,  

Hopi Ear Candles, Airbrush Tanning 
 

Mudford Road, Yeovil (01935 706791) 

 Cue Gardening 
 

For all your Gardening needs 

Chris Chant - 01935 478139/07943 908317 
  

chris.chant@rocketmail.com 


