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PARISH DIRECTORY

For times of services see pages 24, 25, 26 & 27

CHURCH OPENI NG TI MESeé

MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm
PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours)
E-mail address- stjstayeovil@btinternet.coVebsite - www.sjayeovil.co.uk

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9.30ari.30pm

Church activities...

Junior Church

Créche(0 to 2 years) Second, third and fourth
Scramblerg3 years to 4 years) Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning
Climbers(s years & 6 years) service O Jo-Anne Smith

Explorers(7 years to 10 years)
Pathfinderg(11 years to 14 years)

Footprints Toddler Group Mondays 10:00ar(Termtime only)d Joy Neville 321672
(For Mums and toddlers over one)

Bell Ringing Practice Monday Evenings 7.30p@ Roger Fox 862041
St Johnbés Mus i cMomays by prrafgenaedt Keith©wenden 424780
St Andrewds Fr ilstiiwksddyi2.BOpAL Beth Fartington

SALT ( St Andr ewos 2nd& 4th fuesdays L2780pin Beth Farrington

Together on Tuesday 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pén Pat Legg 424354

Genesis Fortnightly on Wednesdays Becky DudleySmith 475352
(For Mums with young children) or Jo-Anne Smith

18-30's Wednesdays 7:30prd 07964 114001 christune@fsmail.net

Tiny Toes at StThutsdaysnld.GlaifTermtime only)d Joy Neville 321672
(For Mums and babies under one)

First Wednesday Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at
(Parish Prayer and Praise) St Andrewbds Hall

Foam & Fellowship 1st Friday 9.00pna lan Croxford 415340

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) Lin Hann

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs) James & Doreen Maitland

TCP 4th Saturday 9.00a Roz Chatwin

Fellowship Groups Theseusually take place on the second and fourth

weeks of each mon#h Contact James £ 475352
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A Letter from...

A
The Rector JohTE e
. For Christ in thg heart...
Dear friends "-of Yeoui

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all who made our
Mission week so touching and powerful. | was so prioudthe
rightsensé of St . Johndés and St. A

It was truly wonderful to see people pulling together to make
something so worthwhile, and to make it work so well. Thank
you if you prayed, if you planned, if you served, if you invited
someone, or if you brought someone along. | thank God for
Roger Carswell, for the guests he interviewed, for the
atmosphere at all the events, daytime as well as evening, and f
the message of Gododés gl oriou
always said that our primary aim in holding this Mission was to
bring glory to God, and I think he was truly glorified in all that
happened. The name of Jesus was spoken with reverence agai
and again, and his gracious but gentle invitation was issued
again and again. God uses words and calls us to come to him.
Whoever you are, you can come to him, and know forgiveness,
and know God as your friend, and know strength for daily
living.

And since this is the Decemb
remember that Jesus came to us so that we might come to him
He came to a mother, so that we might come to a Father. He
came to a manger so that we might come to a throne. He came
to earth so that we might come to heaven. Let us who benefit s
greatly from his Christmas coming not fail to read afresh from
the Bible of his nativity, and offer him the worship of our lips
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and lives. Do it in your heart, and do it in your chuir¢here
will be plenty of opportunities!

60n coming to the house, th
Mary, and they bowed down
Matthew 2:11

May | wish you all a very joyful Christmas, full of Christ.

With my best wishes JAMES

gremnnnnuas R ;
Christmas Events and = %
Pii‘ Services N

:Chlldrenés Groupso6 nativity, inES

: St Andrewds Toy Service, on be

Lunchtime carols, 17th Decem@e

St Andrewbés Car ol Service, %1:

St Johnodés Carol Service, 21¥t
Christmas Eve :

Childrends Car ol Service, tn

Late Holy Communi on, i n StEJ

Christmas Day
Holy Communion :
at St Andrewods at, 9:00a

o

Family Celebration

: . = fi

in St Johnods at Fee, PN0a m

(bring a present youdve: O
4




In Memoriam:
We give thanks for the life and service of Peggy
Smith, whose funeral was on Tuesday 11th

November.

We extend our deepest sympathy to all those who have lost
loved ones and pray that God will comfort all who mourn

Quote of the month

Who can add to Christmas?

The perfect motive is that God so loved the world.
The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son.
The only requirement is to believe in Him.
The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.

- Corrie Ten Boom

r_f,Féf@ Family Announcem

Mend6s Prayer Breakf:

Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second
Saturday in the month  from 7:45am until 9:00 am

13th December - in the Schoolrooms
10th January - in the Schoolrooms

s 14th February - in the Schoolrooms
N

For more information please see Keith Stevens
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St Andr ewdha Chi

| am writing this at the end of the Mission Week.

St. Andrew's was fortunate to host the first event 1 the Yorkshire Tea.
Ron and | arrived at the Hall just before the specified time and the
Hall was alive with people already drinking tea and tasting the food
prepared for the occasion. The Hall was decorated and the tables
decked with coloured tablecloths T (perhaps bearing some
relationship with Taylors of Harrogate!) and there were a good
number of people from both churches. The atmosphere was warm
and cheerful, presided over by Roger Carswell, aided by a team from
St. John's. Beth was, of course, as usual, to be found in the kitchen
wearing a colourful Yorkshire Tea apron, and , as usual, smiling

happily!

We all drank good tea and ate Yorkshire themed goodies and after a
time when we could all relate to each other, Roger spoke to us first
about Yorkshire i and he drew out of us all the things we already
knew about Yorkshire 1 famous people, famous sports men, famous
places! It was surprising how many people had Yorkshire
connections or Yorkshire experiences. Anne Unwin did especially
well in the knowledge of Yorkshire questions. All the stars were
tossed a pack of Yorkshire Tea Bags as a prize 1 but don't worry! All
the rest of us were given one before we left. Among all the claims to
fame that Yorkshire has, it also has a great Christian heritage. The
first known Christian Hymn writer was Caedman of Whitby in the 7th
century! John Wycliffe was born in North Yorkshire and was the first
man to translate the Bible into English. Both John Wesley and William
Wilberforce were from Yorkshire. Hudson Taylor was born in
Barnsley and at the age of 15 he realised that Jesus had died so that
men and women could be forgiven for their sins and he asked Jesus
to take over his life and guide his future. He later sailed to China as a
missionary and founded the China Inland Mission.

We were left in no doubt that Roger Carswell loved Yorkshire, but as
he says in his |eaflet, AA bit

t
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my county but | have to say that | love the Lord God more. He made

me and brought me into a relationship with Himself that will last

through life, death and into eternity. And the Bible makes it clear that
heaven is far better than even Yo

The next day, we were very privileged to entertain Fiona Castle at
SALT. Every one was aware that this was a special occasion. We
hope Fiona enjoyed her lunch i and she made sure that no one was
left out by moving to each table to talk to those there. She gave a
brief but telling interview, which resonated with most of those there,
about life after the loss of a beloved partner and the difference
between grief and self pity. She made you feel the sense of joy she
had in her Christian life and even though she had lost her life's
companion, she still had joy of their relationship. She had to leave
quite quickly to talk to the Together on Tuesday Group at St. John's
but we were so pleased that our SALT members had a chance to
meet her.

Beth also attended the meeting with Debbie Flood, the Olympic
Rowing Medallist. Beth was very proud to have actually held her
Olympic torch and Brian Lane, who has recently competed in the
Great North Run and in a half marathon actually had the privilege of
wearing her silver medal!

Back at St. Andrew's, it was good to see David Maynard Griffin well
on the way back to form after his knee operation. He read at our
service on Sunday and managed the walk up the aisle very well just
with the aid of a walking stick i and hardly a limp! Jo Dodwell is
progressing well too and it is lovely to see her back at SALT and in
Church, and moving more easily each time. Its been a hard time for
both of them but hopefully now, that is behind them i and they can
look forward to Christmas. - Margaret Akerman

O Cards For Good Causes, Multi Charity Christmas Card & Gift Shop,
inside St John’s Church, Church Path, Yeovil.
Open until 13th December
@ Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday 11.30am - 3.00pm, Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Cards sold for over 25 Charities plus Gifts, Advent Calendars and Stocking Fillers.
A Cards for Good Causes Ltd is the Trading Company of The 1959 Group of Charities. Reg Charity No.249039
At least 70p in every £1 goes to the charities.
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BYG... Points for prayer

December 2014 & January 2015 .... the BYG
suggests for your prayers.
Please pray for our mission links abroad...

N

- Marc, Hilary, Simon, Benjy and Eve Deneufchatelserving with
SIM in Benin, West Africa.

- Dr Ruth Hulser serving with CMS at St Phillip's hospital, Tabora,
Tanzania, East Africa.

- Rev Muyunda Simangolwa deacon at St Peter's church Lusaka,
Zambia, Central Africa.

- Alison Bush, a volunteer working with the IFES team in Belgium.

- we pray for the safety of our mission links as they go about their daily
work. May they know that Christ is with themand has them in the palm
of his hands.

- we pray that as they spread the Word of God to all they meet during their
daily lives that they will be given guidance, strength, wisdom and the
necessary time for spiritual refreshment.

- we pray for them all as they spend Christmas with family and friends to
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for rest, good health,
peace at Christmas and safety for those who face journeys.

Prayers for the rest of the world...

- we pray for all for whom Christmas is like any other day; a time of war,
bloodshed, abuse, poverty, homelessness, loneliness and utter
hopelessness. May they, in their time of need, take comfort in the messa
of our Lord and Saviour.

- we pray for those who throughout the Christmas period are away from
their families as they minister to others in need, be it at home or abroad.
Give them strength in difficult situations, wisdom as they make decisions
and knowledge of God's guiding hand.

- we pray for peace throughout the world especially remembering Syria,
Northern Iraq, North Eastern Nigeria, Southern Sudan, Ukraine, Libya,
Israel and Palestine.

- we pray for all suffering from the Ebola crisis in West Africa, and those
who are dedicating their lives to help and those who are working on a
cure.

Dondét Forget the Parish Prayel
It gives suggestions for people, places and events that you can pray
8



When does £5,000 = £20,000? -

Answer: When we support a
Christian Aid Community Partnership Project

Kenya Maternal and Child Health
Project

St Johndés has started supporting thi
Project, donating £2,000 from our Giving Budget in 2014. The

aim is to raise £5,000 by June 2016, at which point the EU wiill

make it up to £20,000!

With Kenyabés dangerously high matern
project, based in Narok County, is of utmost importance. Three
Christian Aid partners have united to deliver lasting change for
men, women and children.

Coming together is a theme that runs throughout this project.
Mother -to - mother support groups are the main way that
information is given to prospective mothers. Pregnancy is an
overwhelming time for many women around the world regardless
of their situation. It is even more daunting when the risks are so
high and very little information is available. Pregnant women come
to these groups to learn about what to expect in their pregnancy
and how to better care for their babies as they grow up. Groups
are run by community health workers, trained by the partners
supported by our giving. These health workers also monitor the
pregnancies of the women and encourage them to give birth at the
local health clinic or hospital where there are trained nurses and
doctors. As of September, 72 such groups had been established,
reaching over 2,500 women.

Although maternal health primarily affects women in Kenya, men
make the majority of decisions around healthcare and generally
decide about family planning methods and where Qvomen give
birth. They often choose for women to give birth at home, assisted
only by traditional birth attendants with no formal medical

training. If complications arise they are miles away from the clinic
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and the long journey can be fatal. Because men are so influential,
it is imperative that they are included in the project, learning the
same important health messages as the women. Through 13
father -to -father support groups, over 1000 men have come
together to be taught about family planning.

Some more numbers from the project:

100 Community Health Workers issued with mobile phones

243 mothers called and reminded to attend Antenatal Clinic o
863 Community Healthy Workers trained (0]

9,222 malaria nets given to pregnant women @]

14,740 skilled deliveries carried out O

Training planned from this September for 50 health workers O
2 motorbikes have been ordered. Orraining of motorbike riders is
ongoing O

60 women are to be trained in teaching future Mother to Mother
leaders. O

Kisoolu is someone who has been helped by the Community
Health Workers. She was married at the age of 18 and had five
children with her husband who died 10 years ago. It has been
difficult bringing up her children without a father but she knew
that she had to stand firm to support her family. Her faith is her

strength. 6 When | have a problem, | ask G
my ¢ hi | dshessay8.
Look out for opportunities to support this project in the
coming year through fund - raising activities initiated by the
Beyond Yeovil Group (BYG)!
- Phil Juggins
St Johnés Church, Yeovil, 7.30p]
MUSIC FOR ADVENT %ﬁg
o/
featuring Bruton School for Girls Chamber Choir, BRUTON SCHOOL
Barogue Ensemble, Brass Ensemble EOR GIRLS

and the full School Choir.
Tickets, to include refreshments, £5 available at the door.

A festive programme of seasonal music including an inspirational new
composition linking lessons and carols, only performed once before.
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Update on the Bells and Ringers

This photo is one of our new bells; it weighs about 7
cwt (345 kg). It was given by me in memory of my
Uncle, Tom Setter. It was}
the bells returned and kindly garlanded by the Flower
Group. The inscriptionreads: i To t he Gl or
given in memory of Tom Setter (1904 -1984) a ringer e Y i
here for 60 yearsdWhantdeohe . MU IN s
20130f.t er nearly a year 0s b halil :
bells in the tower, although the most that can be rung :
atonceis 12. Two ofthe bellsareie x t r as 0 w.
us to ring different combinations of 6, 8, and 10 which will sound in

tune. This also provides the opportunity to ring lighter bells depending on

the wishes and ability of the ringers. You may have noticed different and

louder sounds coming from the tower, from those familiar before the project

was carried out! In fact we might in due course have to control the sound

levels so as not to annoy the neighbours! It has been satisfying to be able

to ring our bells again, and there have been some appreciative comments

from the congregation. In addition to the 14 bells hungfor A f ul | ci r c
English ringing style, there is an ancient (14cent.) Sanctus bell (1 cwt or

(54kg). This can be tolled from the Gallery, and ought to be for a few

minutes prior to Services.Anyone can be shown how t
try it yet, and it should not affect the masonry work!

~

We were able to ring two sets of sixbells(a inewd | i ght 6 anq
famiiarimedi umo | i ght 6 which were our c
Sunday when the bells were fi h arluff f |Thiglgives an echo effect to the
sound produced by the unmuffled side of the clapper, as each bell rotates

first in one direction and then the other - appropriate for a solemn occasion.

It was also a sad occasion for our band of and the congregation: being the

last time the bells will be heard until the masonry repairs to the tower are
completed and the mortar has set. Christmas 2014 will therefore be the

second Christmas when we have had no bells!

Not being able to ring our bells makes it quite a challenge to motivate and
retain a band of ringers and recruit new ones. Fortunately there are a
number of nearby churches where we were able to practice during our first
enforced silence. We hope to visit Trent, Odcombe, Stoke sub Hamdon,
Preston Plucknett and Hardington Mandeville over the coming months. In
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some cases we may be able to provide ringers for their Christmas services,
where there is no resident team.

When we had the refurbished bells on view on the day of the summer fete,

we also introduced many people to th
Simulator. Half a dozen or so expressed an interest in taking this further on

real bells. Our ideas for making this possible in our own tower have been
thwarted! However we shall be inviting these folk to see us practicing
elsewhere for the time being and there may be opportunitiesto Al ear n t
ropeso i n oAndiherwaytinovhieh pregress might be made is by
using a computer and a ringing simulation software package (though not for

the initial physical process of ringing). This equipment which can eventually

be fixed up on our bells (so practice can be undertaken silently (from the
outside) has been donated by the family of Jessica Vale, one of our
congregation and a ringer, who passed away suddenly early in 2013.

Most of our ringers are also members of the congregation, but we really do
need some more. Age need not be a barrier, but we do need to reverse the
current trend that shows an over reliance on an aging ringing
population. Youngsters tend to pick up the knack quicker than adults, but
then they go off to uni where their ringing can really take off, if they join
the college ringing society! It would be nice if we could recruit a team of
young lads and lasses from our Youth Groups. Leaders: do please think
about this as an activity, we can provide a safeguarded environment, with
excellent equipment. It does require commitment; learning to ring does not
provideii nst ant gratificationo, b ultis c an
good physical and mental exercise, keeps you in touch with the church (it
did mel), and is service to the community at large.

- Roger Fox, Tower Captain

NEWS OF YEOVIL CHAMBER CHOIR

By the time you read this we will have had our November Concert in Crewkerne
Met hodi st Church and St. John&és Church
Choir & a review of those in the next Focus.

A reminder that, as last year, we are singing a programme of Christmas music
YEO\/|L in Barrington Court on 14th December at 2.00pm. and
6 CHAMBER possibly at 3.00pm. as well. All are welcome.
ACHOIR - Robin Hutchfield
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Onward Christian Soldiers!

(Dare we completely pooh  -pooh the challenges of this hard - hitting
parody?)

Onward Christian soldiers, marching from the fight,
With the cross of Jesus nearly out of sight.

Let some other Christian fight against the foe,
Once to church on Sunday is as far as we will go.

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense,
Let's not get committed, | etds

Let us form committees, talk for hours and hours,
While lost souls they perish, under Satan's powers.
We are all divided, many factions we,

Satan is delighted with our lack of unity.

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense,
That is for fanatics, we'll sit on the fence.

Now that we are Christians, we have God's own wealth,

So we'll spend our money mainly on our self.

Christian brothers starving over distant seas,

Still we take our pleasure and our souls will take their ease.

Let's not get excited, let's not get intense.
That may change our lifestyle, let's sit on the fence.

Like a mighty tortoise moves the church of God,

Brothers we are treading where we've often trod.

Gates of hell should never ‘gainst the church prevail,
Because our hearts are in the world and that is why we fail.

.

No need for commitment,
no need to be bold,
As the church continues
worldly, hard and cold.

- Robyn Sones
13



Childrends and Youn
- December News

Junior Church 3 to 10 year olds %JU nior

All of the junior church families are being given ai

advent calendar this year, with a daily bible study C Nnurec h
It is good to start bible reading at a young age, and

we encourage this as much as we can.

We are starting December off by leading the morning service on the 7th.
This will include a nativity. Please do come and support our children. The
21st sees us having lots of fun at our Christmas party. There is not going
to be a Christmas crafts this year, as we have all been so involved in the
mission, and quite frankly need some rest. On the 24th we are looking
forward to welcoming our friends, and children we have been in contact
with this year, to a Christmas Eve service at 4pm. Please do encourage
any children you know under 10 to come to this wonderful time.

In January the junior church leaders will be meeting to plan the year
ahead, with lots of Bible teaching and fun events. Jane McLean is
organising some Child Protection training in January, and | am hoping to
organise some training for the teaching and nurturing side of our work.
There are plenty of ways you can get involved in our work, including
praying and helping with admin tasks. Please do see me if you feel you
can help us. With much thanks for all you do for our children.

-Jo-Anne Smith

CYFA- 14 to 18 year olds

CYFA is for 14.8 year olds. We meet every Friday L 1’
evening (term time) at 7:30pm until 9:30pm in St Johns nya !
School Rooms. We meet to hear God speak in the Bible;

pray, eat food and have fun.

2014 summary

It has been a good year at CYFA: We have seen-@mistian friends

come along to a few events; relationships within in the group have
deepened; the youth services have been great and it has been a real joy
to meet every week and hear from Gods word and pray together. Bring on
2015!
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Whats happeningin December?
Big Questions

In December we are going to be tackling some big questions:
- Is Jesus the only way?
- Does God answer prayer?
- Does God care who | date?
-Who is the Holy Spirit?

Some special events:
6t h December U+Aichaece t@mettwithJothdrn 6 s
Christians in Yeovil.
14th December Christmas Lunch

Grab a term card from the back of church for more information
about what is happening this term.

What 6s happening in January?
Not sure yet- but there will be new term cards available at the end of
December!

Our memory verse for the term:
oThink over what | say, for
understanding in everything

Please pray this half term:
- That we would love Gods Word and submit to what it says.
- That the young people would be inviting their friends to CYFA
- That the word of God might make a real change to the leaders and
young peopleds | ives.
-James and Doreen Maitland

For more information please contact James and Doreen Maitland:
Jamesanddoreenmaitland@hotmail.com01935 813244

PARISH Please telephone any prayer
requests te:

PRAYER Shirley Lee 427070r
CHAIN Eileen Bangay 850452
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Tough Questions

s

What is Church for?

0To know Chri st andThisisthemmtioefthei m k
Navigators, and of Youth With A Mission (YWAM), and of many local
churches. It is a great summary of what church is for.

There, | ook at that. |l 6ve answer e
want more? Here are another eight words:

Fellowship : God did not send Jesus to save individuals, but to

create a new kingdom, a new nation, a new people united in his love.

In being saved we are brought together. Your church is the company

of those with whom God calls you to walk the way to heaven. So we
are to enjoy each otherds company
along together in joy, and we are
supernatural bonding of us in unity.

Witness : Nor is witness an individual thing, but something the
church does together. A Christian
Christians do it better together because that way we can show how

God enables us to love each other. When Jesus said, 6 You ar e

Il i ght of heawasnotwatkingltadan iddividual. Likewise Paul

wrote to awhole church:6 You ar e Chri stdés amba

Maturity :By hearing Goddés word, by us
godliness, by the uncomfortable thing of bearing with others we have

little in common with, and by seeking after God together, we are more
able to grow towards maturity in Christian faith, than we could ever do

in isolation from others. Ephesians 4:14-16 springs to mind.

Learning : From the very start, churches were always places of
learning. INActs 242, 6 They devoted themsel ve
t e a c hTihisignotha dry factual kind of learning, but a joyful

heartwar mi ng | earning of Godbés gl ori
lead to an exam, but to a relationship. The more we learn of the
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Bi blebs teaching, the more we kno
of Scripture and the one who still speaks to us through it. Yes, we can
read the Bible by ourselves, but church gatherings were always

intended for mutual edification (see 1 Corinthians 14:1-5).

Service : The Church is not only light but also salt in the world,

called to serve the world around, to help and love with the

compassion of a God whose love is demonstrated at a cross. So from

the first, the church served not only its own members (essential

though that is), but all people. And down through history the church

has an amazing track record of developing initiatives that transform
society or help the poorest. In Yeovil, there are Street Pastors, the
Lordbébs Larder, CAP, and many ot he
to serve.

Prayer : This too can be a private matter, but must never be only

that. Jesus did notteachustopray 6 My F adtulDemwdé Fdt her
because we should pray together. Somebody should scour through

the New Testament and see how many of the commands to pray are
singular and how many are plural. | bet the vast majority are plural
commands, made not to a Christian but to a Church.

Discipline : Christians sin. That is not a nice thought, but it is a true

one. And when we sin, we need to confess it to God, but we also

need our Christian sisters and brothers to pull us back into line (with

lots of humility and lots of love). The church is called to exercise

discipline by Jesus himself, see for example Matthew 18:15-17, and

note thatthe aimistoé wi n y our birtoétsh ear kbiancdk . o
peerrpr essure that we need to exert
family.

Sacraments :J es us ¢ o mma muke disciples oftalb 6
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and

of t he HdndyatthS pastiSupper @ commanded usto 6 d o
this i n remembauwu nccaen otf bmeptdi se y ol
of one, nor can you enjoy a family meal all by yourself.

| 6m sure there are more things th
17



add to my list; | look forward to hearing.

| 6ve thought of something else th
for me. Belong to it, commit yourself to it, and love it.

- James Dudley-Smith

Safeguarding Training
It may seem a long way off, but Safeguarding training for all
involved with activities for children or vulnerable adults, will take
place on Saturday 31st January 2015 from 9.3 dn00pm in
{0 W2KyQao tfSIFasS alr oS (KS |RI

A New Year o0s
May God make your year a happy one!

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;

Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;

Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;

Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
Goddés | ove, peace, hope and joy t
- Anonymous
18



Your merry Christmas may depend
on what others do for you,
but your Happy New Year will
most certainly depend on
what you do for others.

When | Needed a Neighbour...

Dear good people of St Johns and St Andrews

West Coker Church of England school is a very small school in need of a

small bit of help. It is a Church of England school with good connections

to the local church who have run an after school club for many years

called Seekers. Unfortunately over the past 2 years the numbers of

helpers have dropped and as from January the club will have only 2

helpers which is insufficient to enable it to run for 8 -10 children who

attend.

The club runs on a Wednesday afternoon between 3.15 and 4.15 at the

school during term -time, and the format includes a game, prayers, a

song, the Bible reading and discussion for the day, and lastly the craft,

usually related to the story. The material that we have used for the

past few months is called BAM; Bible and Me, which has proved a hit

with the children and has been well thought out.

Might you be able to help us? We would not need help every week and if

we could find more than one person it would spread the load even more.

West Coker is a smal/l church, with

resourcesd available to help. St J

resources and it would be great to think that this is one easy way that

we could help one of our struggling neighbouring parishes with an

outreach activity that they have faithfully carried out for many years.

A DBS check would be needed, but this could be organised if required.

If you think that you may be able to help please do contact me as | am

one of the remaining helpers and would love to hear from you. Thank you
- Jennifer Matthew, 01935 862190
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Here | am Lord, send me!

An interview with Steve Hart, the new CAP Centre Manage

Born in 1957 as the son of an RAF Corporal, in 1976 | joined the
RAF to train as an electronic engineer, working on the Vulcan, Puma
helicopter and finally working for my last 7 years in a MOD cell.

Having no church background, during my first year in the RAF | met a
Christian girl. With her | would attend Sunday evening gospel services witt
the aim of getting to know her friends and family. After a while, one Sunda
SPOSYyAy3a gKSy fAaltSyAy3a G2 GKS aLls
AY YAYR Y& FIFLUKSNI KFR 06SSY YINNAS
f A@OSR Ay (62 /KAfRNByQa | 2YSdg Iy
8SIFNEX L RARYQU FSSt f20SRo® ¢ KI G
(where | was doing my training) and whilst lying in bed, | asked God to mak
Himself known to me. Since that prayer, not realizing it was a prayer, | felt
Ye KSINI az2F0Sy FyR ailFlNISR O2y7¥FS
fAFS 60KS o0A0fS OFffa A0 AAYHOOD
and during my 3 years of technical training, | shared my faith at any
2L NI dzyAGe FyR 0KNRdzZZK D2RQa 3INI
personal commitment to Jesus.

| had my ups and downs as a Christian in the RAF but began to realize |
needed to nail my colours to the mast! | remember being asked one day tc
aKIFINBE Yeé GdSaidAayzye yR 06S0OI1dzasS L
¢tKS NBaLl2yasS FTNRY GKS aLXlSI{SN g1l a
Oy AYF3IAYS K2¢ L FStiOH {AyO0S (K
Christian.

In 1988 | married Anne and we have 3 children (Robert, Hannah & Joshua
all of whom are living away from home with 2 in Milborne Port and 1 in
Leeds respectively. It was whilst Anne was pregnant with Joshua that | we
to the first Gulf war (1990/91) and managed to get home just in time to see
him born. | was always keen to serve in the Church, which | know God
knew, and after 22 years in the RAF, and whilst living in Yetminster and
G2NJAYy3 Fd wb!{ ,S2@0Atd2y> L oI a
January 2000 | started working ftiltlne for Yeovil Community Church (YCC)
as their Operations Manager.
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This brings us up to date and after trying to sell our house for a few years,
we moved into Yeovil on 4 June 2014, in a house only a 2 minute walk to
work! How amazing was that! Little did | know that a few weeks later God
would start to reveal to me that my time as the Operations Manager at YCC
would soon come to an end.

LQ®S Itoléda 658y AyGSNBadSR Ay (K
Centre and after receiving an update from lan Croxford, was thrilled to hea
that over 120 clients had been reached and 16 had become Christians! All
Y& [/ KNR&dGALY fAFS 6KSYy LQ@S aKkNB
believe there has been an evangelist lurking somewhere inside me, looking
for opportunities to share the love of Jesus in a relevant way. Working for
Yeovil Community Church for nearly 15 years has given me the opportunity
to get to know Christians in the Yeovil area, hopefully gain some respect at
GK2dzZaK LQ@S 06SSy LINIL 2F GKS ,S20
see myself as part of the Church family in Yeovil.

LG ol a +tteglea I OFrasS 2F gKSy L €S
a case of me looking for the opportunity. It just happened! Whilst working
alongside the Operations Manager for Yeovil Christian Support Trust, who
LI NI A Odzf F NY¥ & YIylF3aSR GKS [ 2NRQa |
often found myself having to deal with emergency situations when Matt
gl a StaSeKSNBT AdQa | G2dAK OF f f
someone homeless on Christmas Eve and who has nowhere to go. | had
conversations with many in the GateWay who were waiting for their
0SySTAala G2 02YS (GKNRdAAK 2NJ 2dza i
getting any better. There just seemed to be no hope for these people and
all this made me feel | wanted to help the poor and needy though felt
helpless to do so; apart from giving out food parcels, | just ended up
signposting people elsewhere. How could | do more?

Having attended two CAP meetlngs arranged by David Upton regardlng the
/| SYGNB al yl3ISNRa LkRads 4 GKS SyR
L 22AYSR 2GKSNJ / KdZNOK f SFRSNE Ay

[ 2NRX aSyR YSH¢ 224> gKSNB RAR 0
understand who this was for, maybe a prophetic word or was this a
personal cry? Without going into further detail, | shared with my wife Anne
that | thought God was loosening my roots at YCC and it was possible He
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wanted me to leave the job.

Confirmation from God came when an email was sent to me about the
availability of the Street Pastors coordinator role, and | sat up inside
GKAY1AYy3aZ aL O2dz R R2 020K G4KS | S
O22NRAYI (2N 220a P L I LILJX ASR F2N.
wanted me to do them together and following several interviews, | was
accepted for both roles.

| I dAy3 0SSy | / KNRaAGALFY F2NJ ot &S
AYGSaANRGE LQY | FANY 0StASOSNI AY
And as | grow in my faith, and therefore more aware of my failings, | see th
YySSR (2 0SS Y2NB RSLISYRSyid 2y GKS
into my new roles and very mindful of my need to pray without ceasing and
GNYzaG Ay D2RO® {2 2yS I NBIF 2F Yé&
f ATSH LOQ@S ySOSNI R2dzoGSR Yeé Tl A
fATS 6S oAGK2dzi WSadzaKé L Ol yQi
37 years ago, suffice to say that knowing there is always hope, this will give
me the determination to support others who feel helpless and who need to

know the love of Christ in a relevant way. - Steve Hart

Each one of them is Jesus in disguise.
- Mother Teresa

dDoes God GOD
and can we Kkt 17

A summary of the talk given Dr Ki
Breakfast on Saturday 25 October.

For as long as we have had history, we have had people discussing
the existence of God. The arguments that people still use go back to
the ancient Greeks. The arguments are still valid, still logical; nothing
has disproved them.

Take this one, for instance. Everything we observe in this universe is
contingent. That means, everything depends on something else for its
existence. We can talk of this in terms of cause - everything has a
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cause. Well, then, what caused the universe itself? Something had to;
it didn't cause itself. The cause of the universe is what we call God.
There are three related objections that people bring up against this
argument. The firstis - what caused God, then? But this
misunderstands the argument. Nothing caused God. That's the point.
God is a being without cause - that's what we mean by 'God'. That's
precisely why God is the conclusion of the argument.

So, then, people say, if you want to stop your chain of reasoning at
God as the ultimate explanation - why shouldn't | stop at the universe
itself as the ultimate, unexplained thing? Again, this just
misunderstands the argument. The universe is not an uncaused thing
in the way that God is. The universe and everything in it, science tells
us, is contingent. That is a major difference between the universe we
observe, and God.

Ah, well, comes the third related objection. You explain things by
God; | explain things by science. We'll just agree to disagree -
although, of course (the comment continues), science is much better
than God because it produces microwaves, rockets to the moon,
cures for disease and so on.

No, this objection doesn't work, either. For science must stop at the
limits of the universe - at its beginning. It cannot go beyond to say
what caused the beginning. To depend on science to explain the
cause of the universe isto say - we don't know. We can't know. It is
not a competition between two alternate explanations, science or
God. If you go for science, you are saying, ultimately, | don't have an
explanation. It is the contrast between having an explanation (God)

or not having one at all. Of course, you can always choose to be
satisfied with not having an explanation - but why, when the
explanation is freely available?

So, it makes sense to believe in God to explain the universe. Logical
argument can demonstrate to us that there is a God. But logical
argument can't get us to know God. So, for all the value of arguments
like this, don't stop there. God is not just a philosophical explanation
he is a person. Yes, it's satisfying to know in the abstract what caused
the universe, but how much more satisfying to get to know that
person himself. That is the truly mind -blowing fact; not that God exists,
but that we can know him. That he came to earth, as a man, and

spoke to us. That is where we truly get to know God - not through
philosophical argument, but through Jesus, as revealed in the
Scriptures. - Caroline Armitstead
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2014

Mon 1st

Tues 2nd

Wed 3rd

Thurs 4th

Fri 5th

Sun 7th

Mon 8th

Tues 9th

Wed 10th

Thurs 11th

Fri 12th

Sun 14th

Mon 15th

9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.30 pm

9.45 am
12.00 noon
7.30 pm

7.30pmA The

10.00 am ATiny Toeso
12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer

11.00am T h e Ki n ¢issaon Eolloiv ap
7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA

Staff Meeting

Footprints Toddler Group
Holy Communion
Together on Tuesday

Genesis
Lunchtime prayer
First Wednesday

2nd Sunday of Advent

Ki nMjssien frallowlu

St

John

o
(]

Schoolrooms
St John's

Schoolrooms
Friendship Circle Christmas party

St Andr ewods
41 The Park

St Johnods
St Andr ewods

Mu ms

Schoolrooms

and Babi e

Schoolrooms

St

Johnos

Schoolrooms

Schoolrooms

8.00 am Holy Communion St Johnods
10.00 am Holy Communion St Andrew's
10.30 am Together for Worship St John's
6.30 @St. Johnds: EveSti nlgolsreGdsvi c
9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johnos
10.00 am Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms
10.30 am Holy Communion St John's
12.30 pm SALT Christmas lunch St Andr ewbs
12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnoés
7.30pmi The Ki nMssian fralowlug Schoolrooms
7.30 pm 181 306s group 49 Collingwood Rd
10.00 am ATiny Toesd Mums and Babi

Schoolrooms
12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnoés
11.00am T h e Ki n @ission Eollov ap Schoolrooms
7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms
3rd Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion St Johnos
10.00 am Morning Worship (Toy service)

St Andrew's
10.30 am Holy Communion St Johnods
6.30 @St. Johndés: EveSti nJgohsredsvi c
9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johnods
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Tues 16th

Wed 17th

Thurs 18th

Fri 19th

Sun 21st

Mon 22nd

Tues 23rd

Wed 24th

Thurs 25th

Sun 28th

10.30 am Holy Communion St John's

2.00 pm Together on Tuesday Carols at URC

9.45 am Genesis 41 The Park

1.15 pm Lunchtime Carol Service St Johnods
7.30 pm 181 306s group 49 Collingwood Rd

Genesis Bring & Share Social 41 The Park

12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer

7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA
4th Sunday of Advent

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Worship
3.00 pm Carol Service
6.30 pm Carol Service
9.00 am Staff Meeting
10.30 am Holy Communion

Christmas Eve

4.00 pm Childrenods
11.00 pm Late night Communion
Christmas Day

9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Family Celebration

First Sunday of Christmas
8.00 am Morning Worship
10.30 am Morning Worship

St Johnos
Schoolrooms

St Johnos
St Johnos
St Andr ewods
St Johnos
St Johnos
St Johnos
Car oSt Sleorhvnibdcse
St Johnos
St Andr ewos
St Johnos
St Johnos
St Johnos

Schools Carol Services and other Christmas events

5thDecember
8th December
9th December
12th December
12th December
13th December
16th December

and
15th December
17th December

Bruton School Carol Concert
Huish School

Preston School

Park School
Peoplebs Choi
Foyer Club Concert
Westfield School

at St Andr ewds
Scouts Carol Service
Rotary Carol Service

Please pray for all these:
Sérgicey. For the@eopleie|r t
taking part in them and
those that are attending. :

Pray that they may dlscover
Jesus at these services:

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but
please check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN JANUARY 2015

Thurs 1st

Sun 4th

Mon 5th
Tues 6th
Wed 7th

Thurs 8th

Fri 9th
Sat 10th

Sun 11th

Mon 12th

Tues 13th

Wed 14th

Thurs 15th

Fri 16th

Sun 18th

Mon 19th

New Year 6s

Day

Epiphany

9.30 am Holy Communion St Andrew's

11.00 am Together for Worship St John's

6. 30 @St . JBvbnngservice St Johnods

9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johno

10.30 am Holy Communion St John's

9.45 am Genesis 41 The Park

7.30 pm AFirst Wednesdayodo Pray
St Andr ewbd

12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnoés

10.00 am ATiny Toesd Mums & Bab
Schoolrooms

10.00 am CAP Abmaop St Johnoés

12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnos

7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms

7.45 am Mendés Br eak fSclsoblrooms

1st Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 am Morning Worship St Andrew's

11.00 am Holy Communion St Johnods

6.30 @St. Johnoés: Evening servic

9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johnods

10.00 am Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms

10.30 am Holy Communion St John's

12.30 pm SALT St Andr ewbd:

12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnos

7.30 pm 1813006 s gr o u4® Colingwood Rd

10.00 am ATiny Toeso Mums & B
Schoolrooms

10.00 am CAP ADmaop St Johnods

12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnos

7.30 pm Creative Craft Schoolrooms

7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 am Holy Communion St Andrewbds

11.00 am Morning Worship St Johnoés

6. 30 @St . JoBvening Service St Johnoés

9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johnods
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10.00 am Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms

Tues 20th 10.30 am Holy Communion St Johnos
2.00 pm Together on Tuesday Schoolrooms

Wed 21st 12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnos
7.30 pm 181306s group 49 Collingwood Rd

Thurs 22nd 10.00 am ATiny Toesd Mums & Babies
10.00 am -ino CAPSth DX wlpn 6 s
12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnods

Fri 23rd 7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

3rd Sunday of Epiphany (Unity Sunday)

Sun 25th 9.30 am Together for Worship St Andrewbs
11.00 am Holy Communion St Johnods
6. 30 @St . Bvenmgewice St Johnos
Mon 26th 9.00 am Staff Meeting St Johnos
10.00 am Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms
Tues 27th 10.30 am Holy Communion St Johnos
12.30 pm SALT St Andr ewbs
Wed 28th 12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnos
7.30 pm 181 306s group 49 Collingwood Rd
Thurs 29th 10.00 am ATiny Toesd Mums & Babies
Schoolrooms
10.00 am CAP ADmaop St Johnods
12.00 noon Lunchtime prayer St Johnoés
Friday 30th 7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms
Saturday 31st 9.30 am i 1.00 pm
Safeguarding Training St Johnoés

BB NI IS NN NN NSNS NNN NN N NNNENENSNNENENENNNE N

Fellowship Groups

These usually take place on tigeconaand Fourth
weeks of each month

If you are interested in joining one of these groups
CONTACT James Dudley -Smith on 01935 475352

AN NI NN E NN ENEEER

Il NI EEEEEEEEEEESEENEENEEENEENEEEENNENENRENE)
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Young Saints

This month©

The Greatest
gift of all

The Greatest gift of all

- the gift of God's love.

And Mary said. "My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will
call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for
me - holy is his name." Luke 1.:46 -49 (NIV)

One of my favourite films is "The Sound of Music." In that film,

there is a song called

"My Favourite Things.” Some of you may

have seen the film and you may know that song. If so, you will
remember that the character named Maria, sings about her

“favourite things."

A package like this one.

On Christmas morning, we will wake up to find a lot

of parcels under the tree. Presents wrapped in
brightly coloured paper and tied up with pretty
ribbons and bows. What if there was one under the tree wrapped

in plain brown paper tied up with string

One of the things that she mentions in that
song is "brown paper packages tied up with string. "

- and what if that package

had your name on it? Would that be the package you would choose
to open first? | don't think so! After all, a gift is supposed to
come in a beautiful package, isn't it?

You know, | think that is why a lot of people have missed out on
the gift that God sent to them. You see, God's Gift didn't come in
a beautifully wrapped package. God sent Jesus, His only Son, as
His gift to us. His mother was a young girl... his earthly father was
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a poor carpenter... he was born in a stable. Not a very pretty
package, is it? But do you know what? It was the greatest gift the
world has ever known. It was the gift of salvation and it had your
name on it... and mine!

The Bible tells us that when Mary found out that she had been
chosen to be the one to deliver God's gift to the world, she was
filled with joy. She sang a song glorifying God for choosing her.
"The Mighty One has done great things for me,”  she sang.

Well, the Mighty One has done great things for us too. He has
sent us the gift of His love, but some people are so busy
unwrapping the beautifully wrapped packages that this world
offers that they have missed out on the greatest gift. Maybe it is
because it came wrapped in brown paper tied up with

string. {W
Dear Father, we are thankful that you loved us so much 52 \ /
/S

that you sent your only Son to be our Saviour. Amen.

Jokes Corner ~

These jokes are from the children at MEGA MAKERS Holiday Club.

What do you get if you cross a jogger with an apple pie?  Puff
Pastry

What do you call a pig with no legs? A sausage

What do you call a monster who swims in Chocolate? 7he
Choc-ness-monster

What was the name of the Emperor Penguin? Julius Freezer

Why did the computer go to the Doctor?  Because it had a virus
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Something to make you smile @

During a recent password audit by an IT company , itwas found
that a womanwas using the following password:
PeterJohnJamesBartholomewAndrewPhilipThomasLondon

When asked why she had such a | ong
it had to have at | east eight cNoar

doubt her ID was pretty secure!

Little Bobbyds mother gave him a b5
collection at church and one to spend on himself. Later she asked him
how he spent it . He told her, ot he
cheerful giver, and | knew | would be much more cheerful if | put 10p
in the collection than the 50p, s o
The minister visited the Jones f ami
it?6 he asked Tommy, one of the th
great, | have my own room, Bobby has his own room and my sister has
her own room, but | &dm afraid mum a
An elderly minister was on the operating table awaiting surgery and he
insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the operation. As

he was about to get the anaesthetic, he asked to speak to his son.
"Don't be ner vous,dogoarmhdast, amekrenemberdif

it doesn't go well and something happens to me, your mother is going
to come and live with you and your wife."

The new curate was meeting a friend in the local coffee bar. As he
went in, he noticed two pretty girls looking at him. He heard one
whisper "Nine," as he passed. When his friend arrived he proudly told
him a girl near the door had just rated him nine out of ten. "l don't
want to ruin it for you," the friend said, "but when | walked by, they
were speaking German."
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ADVERTS

By inclusion in FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the
Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation.
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor

Cue Gardening

For all your Gardening needs

Chris Chant 01935 478139/07943 908317
chris.chant@rocketmail.com

Beauty Treatments with Amy Wood o3

Manicures & Pedicures, Facials, Indian Head Massage
Face & Body Sugaring, Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting,
Hopi Ear Candles, Airbrush Tanning

Mudford Road, Yeovil (01935 706791)

JIM ALLEN

BRICK LAYING, CARPENTRY, FENCING, PATIOS,
ROOFING GUTTERING,
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, ETC
Email: alljm996@aol.com
No job too big or Tel: 01308 863809 Mobile: 07976 372045
too small www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk

Tel 01935 411088
dawn.stevense@btinternet.com

A Touch of Glass
Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists
1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE
V
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