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PARISH DIRECTORY  
For times of services see pages 26 & 27 

CHURCH OPENING TIMESé 
MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

VERGERôS & PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 

E-mail address - stjstayeovil@btinternet.com Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Church activities...  

Junior Church  

Crèche (0 to 2yrs)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the  St Johnôs  

Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)  Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)  service 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)     ð Simon Corner 411614 
 

Footprints Toddler Group   Mondays 10:00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994  

(For Mums and toddlers over one) 

 

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm ð Roger Fox Tel: 862041 
 

18-30's     Mondays 7:30pm  ð see Facebook group or telephone Tim  

         Lewis 509102. 
 

St Johnôs Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement ð Keith Ovenden Tel: 424780 
 

St Andrewôs Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm ð Beth Farrington 
 

SALT     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm ð Beth Farrington 

(St Andrewôs at Lunch Time)  
 

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm ð Pat Legg Tel: 424354 
 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays ð Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 

(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 
 

Tiny Toes at St Johnôs  Thursdays 10.00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994 

(For Mums and babies under one)      
 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)              St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm ð Ian Croxford Tel: 415340 
 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm ð Simon Corner 411614 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs) 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month ð Contact James D-S Tel: 475352  
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 A Letter from  

James Dudley-Smith (Rector) 
 

Dear friends 
 

2014 is going to be a year of change. It will certainly be so for Simon and Ruth, for 

Tim and Beth (though please try not to mention this to their children yet), and for 

Bob Banfield, and there will be changes in our CAP centre team. I shall be away on 

Extended Ministerial Development Leave (Sabbatical) before long. We hope to  

receive some new bells at St. Johnôs, and encase the tower in scaffolding to begin 

the stonework repairs. Our JY-14 mission will take place in November. 

 

Scooby-Doo would say: óYikes!ô because it sounds like too much is going to be 

happening all at once. Scooby-Doo should read the psalms and learn that potentially 

overwhelming situations should drive us back to rely on God all over again. Hereôs 

a good thing to cry out to him: óBut I pray to you, O Lord, é do not let me 

sinkô (Psalm 69:13-14). That sounds like Peter reaching out for Jesus in the waves 

of doubt, and Matthew 14:31 says: óImmediately Jesus reached out his hand and 

caught himô. 

 

Change can be unsettling, and we should pray for those leaving and those staying, 

that we will all know Godôs peace in a year of change, and know that he is with us 

and will continue to use us. His promises hold true. 

 

I am specially thankful for the period of Sabbatical that is approaching for me.   

Sabbath (for the Old Testament Jews) was about rest and about God. I hope that my 

time away will reflect those priorities too, and give me fresh ideas and energy in his 

service and yours. Some have kindly said: óWell, James, youôve earned it.ô But the 

truth is that it is a gift of grace, and none of us earns any good thing from God: but 

when he delights to give good things, our response is to receive them with gratitude. 

 

Please keep praying for the work of the gospel to move forwards in these coming 

months. Our mission is now only about nine months away, and we need to keep 

praying for our non-Christian friends, inviting them to church or other events, and 

speaking to them about the saving love of the Lord Jesus. Evangelism is a scary 

word, but it is a Christian duty, which, like prayer, frequently becomes a joy when 

we actually do it. 

 

Thank you all for your partnership in the gospel (Philippians 1:5), and I look       

forward to catching up with you all again at the start of June. 

For Christ in the heart... 

...of Yeovil 
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Quote of the month  
 

We can't solve modern problems by going back in time.  
Retreating to the safety of the familiar is  

an understandable response,  
but God has called us to a life of faith.  

And faith requires us to face the unknown  
while trusting Him completely. 

 

 - Charles R. Swindoll,  
Evangelical Christian Pastor 

This comes with all my best wishes. Have a good Lent, a happy Mothering Sunday, 

a ridiculous April Foolsô Day, a holy Good Friday, a very joyful Easter, an uplifting 

Ascension Day, and Iôll see you for Pentecost!  
 

ï James  

Extended Ministerial Development Leave 
(Sabbatical) 

WŀƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ wŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ƻƴ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŜŀǾŜΩ  
(Sabbatical). Please try not to contact him from February 17th to June 6th. 
Instead, please contact the Revd. Tim Lewis, or Kath Upton our parish    
administrator at the church office, or a churchwarden, or another member 
of staff. 
Contact details can be found elsewhere in this magazine. 

The Childrenõs Society  
Christmas Card Board  

 

As a result of donations from the Christmas Card Board  we have sent the 
following donations of money to The Childrenõs Society. 
  St Johnõs - £25   St Andrewõs - £30 
Thank you for your generosity 

- Ann Beable and Robin & Jenny Jones 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesrs578730.html
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Family Announcements 
Congratulations:  
Many congratulations to Geoffrey Tolchard 
who received his Arctic Star medal from 
Commander Jock Alexander at Yeovilton 
on 10th January, along with a small number 
of others being awarded the same medal, 
in the presence of MP David Laws, and families and 
friends, including Geoffreyôs son  Andrew who had come 
over from Canada for the occasion. Geoffrey, you have 
waited 70 years for this medal, and we salute you! 

 
Happy Birthday:  
Congratulations too to Ted King who will be 80 
in February! Ted, it is hard to believe é and we 
send you all our best wishes. 
 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

  Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  
 

  8th February - in the Schoolrooms  
 8th March - in the Schoolrooms  
 12th April - in the Schoolrooms  

 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  

Please note that there will be no First Wednesday in         

February, due to the Evangelism  Training session that     

evening. The next First Wednesday will be on March 5th; 

please note the date. 
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St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 

There is no ñFocusò magazine in January, so this is the first opportunity to 
wish you all a happy new year!  It is easy to do this morning because as I 
write this, on January 20th, the sun is brilliant and the sky a cloudless blue.  
Around the Yeovil roads, spring has already begun with daffodils in full 
bloom and it is easy to think that spring is almost here. Being a pessimist at 
heart ï I would say a realist ï we know that is probably not true and we still 
have a month or two of winter to go.  Christmas journeys were not easy this 
year. Those who waited for Christmas Eve were faced with flooded roads, 
cancelled trains, and many ñRoad closed ñ signs. However, Iôve not spoken 
to anyone who did not manage to get where they wanted to in the end ï 
even if it took a lot longer than usual. Our thoughts go out to the people of 
Muchelney and other places on the Somerset Levels which have been, and 
still are in many cases, affected by the flooding and their lives seriously    
disrupted.  
 

Now we are all getting back into routine and our usual activities. SALT, our 
Lunch club, had its first meeting on the 14th. and it was good to welcome a 
good number to that event. Our thoughts were with Jean Axten who         
suffered a fall after our Christmas Lunch. She is recovering but was not able 
to come this time. You were greatly missed, Jean. You have been one of our 
most regular members. We all send you our love and best wishes. 
 

There is no Friendship Circle Meeting in February but it will restart in March.  
Of course, Ruth is badly missed, but it was one of her concerns that the 
group should carry on. Thanks to a number of people stepping forward, it is 
planned to have a Meeting on the first Tuesday of each month. Betty and 
Bridget have plans for 4 months and Beth and Toni for the rest, so they 
would appreciate your support and in return, you will have a pleasant       
afternoon and the opportunity to meet with friends and share a cup of tea 
and company in a Christian environment.  
 

Looking back, we should thank Nicky and her flower arrangers for making 
our Church so beautiful for our Christmas Services and also Derek and the 
choir for the work they put in to our Carol Service. We also thank those from 
the congregation who joined with the choir for that service. We always plan 
to get together afterwards for tea and mince pies and that was very      
pleasant. I think this year, some people were going straight off on their 
Christmas journeys so there were less attending the after service tea party.  
We have our carols at 3.30 so that people can get there in the light and not 
be too late home. It seems to work well, but we would be interested to hear 
from you and your feelings about the timing of the service and the             
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refreshments afterwards. 
 

There is not much else to tell you this time. I would remind you that we have 
a short prayer meeting on the first Friday of each month in the Church at 
6.30 specifically to pray for St. Andrewôs Church, its work, its members and 
those who live in the neighbourhood. It is very short and quite informal and 
we would be very pleased to see any of you who would like to come. 

             - Margaret Akerman 

Love in Action at Christmas 
Finding ourselves at a loose end for Christmas Day we were welcomed by Tim 
Lewis to join in with the festivities in the Schoolrooms (Thank you Tim) 
We were received with open arms and had fun doing the quizzes with all the other 
guests ς meanwhile the drink flowed ς non-alcoholic (of course) but who needed 
it. 
The meal prepared by all those given so generously of their time and energy was 
first class ς 5 star in fact and the puddings were delicious ς most of us had seconds 
ς well it was Christmas after all! 
The love of Christ was so evident on that Holy day, first with a joyful service in 
church which was packed followed by a lovely afternoon. Thank you so much to 
all.                             - Maureen and Peter Poulton 

NEWS OF YEOVIL CHAMBER CHOIR  
Our 20 th  Anniversary concert in St. Andrewõs Church Hall in Yetminster 

was a great success ð members of the audience brought their own food 

and drink for the interval and the evening was a very successful final 

concert under the baton of Helen Brind, our Director of Music for the 

past two years.  

The programme of carols and Christmas music at Barrington Court in 

December was also well received ð we are told that the music could be 

heard throughout the building!  

Our new Director of Music, Judy Martin is rehearsing us for our next 

concert on 26 th  March in St. Andrewõs Church, Yeovil ð keep this date in 

your diary!  

New members are always welcome - for further       

details of the Chamber Choir, please go to our website 

www.yeovilchamberchoir.org .          -  Robin Hutchfield  
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February 2014 .... the BYG suggests for your prayers. 
 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 

 

Marc and Hilary Deneufchâtel in Benin, West Africa  
- We pray that after a number of disruptions, Marc, Hilary, Simon and Benji are able to 
focus on school, translation work and all the teaching and training sessions. May they be 
aware of God leading them in all they do both at work and at home. 
 

Dr Ruth Hulser serving with CMS in Tanzania, East Africa  
- As we remember Ruth and her colleagues we pray for all they come into contact with 
both at the hospital and in the villages. May they be given the physical strength and the 
necessary rest in helping so many. We continue to pray for their safety as they journey 
further afield. 
 

Muyunda Simangolwa studying in Malawi, Southeast Africa 
- We pray for Muyunda and all his family, that as they return to school and Theological 
college they are given the necessary strength to enable good studying and teaching. We 
particularly pray for success for Muyunda in his exams and for Sibeso as she starts at    
secondary school, after passing the necessary exams. 

 

Alison Bush- volunteer working with the IFES team in  
Brussels, Belgium 
- We pray for Alison as she returns to her work in Belgium. For her flatmates as they   
support one another and for wisdom, guidance and strength of purpose in talking and  
sharing the Bible with students she meets. 
 

For the rest of  the world...  
- We pray for all children that face both mental and physical abuse. Especially, we         
remember the children in the Philippines being sold by parents in poverty to perform    
sexual acts for the gratification of others. May they know the name and love of Christ 
through the agencies and police trying to wipe out this evil. 
 

- We pray for Christian Unity both at home and abroad. May all learn tolerance,           
reconciliation and love through actions and thoughts. In doing so, we pray that Christ's 
love for all mankind, whatever the situation, shines through. 
 

- We pray for all throughout the world that are affected by extremes of weather. We pray 
for those who risk their lives to help others and for communities rallying to help and    
comfort those who are bereaved or have lost homes and livelihoods. 

BYG... Points for prayer 

Don't forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month. It gives suggestions 
for people, places and situations that you can pray for. 
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Ruth Hulser - Update 
Dear everyone,                                                                                  November 2013 
 

I thought I was busy in Tabora but I was really busy in the UK, particularly this 

year. I even went shopping only twice for Tabora! Sadly, I still managed to buy 

more than I could carry in the end so had to leave behind the non-essentials 

(toys for the children of Familia Moja). However, I managed to carry essential 

new equipment for the clinic like a wonderful machine with which the nurses 

can do patient observations reliably and in only a fifth of the time... (this is all 

thanks to the church in Stevenage). Another church in Ormskirk collected for 

stethoscopes and four new oxygen saturation monitors etc, so even the doctors 

can check on a patient's ability to circulate oxygen. They can also rapidly        

discover early on those patients, often children, who may be critically ill, and so 

can admit and treat them more rapidly. 

By the grace of God I managed the whole luggage despite some problems      

getting the spare batteries through in Cairo (and some backache that doesn't 

want to go after all the luggage hauling!). But being back is great and Juma is a 

joy and flatteringly glad to have me back! So is Mama Ndugu, who keeps   

threatening retirement when I go off! 

Yesterday Mama Ndugu suffered a real shock! A male client who we have been 

looking after for four years, who was getting on quite well with us and remained 

quite stable, came into Mama Ndugu's office with his left hand wrapped in a 

pretty cloth. He said he had suffered a 'little' accident - but then showed her his 

arm. Mama Ndugu nearly fainted as this came totally unprepared, and           

immediately brought him to me (having warned me!) 

What had happened? William (we have changed his name) lives locally, but had 

gone to harvest honey in one of the rural areas. When he had climbed up the 

tree to release the rope on which the hollowed out honey trunk was hanging, he 

slipped in the process of cutting the rope and fell. The hollowed out trunk fell on 

top of his left arm. The trunk severed his thumb and broke his lower arm. He 

was brought to the regional hospital seven days ago but they have no surgeon or 

orthopaedic specialist and therefore could not help him. Today he came to the 

clinic telling us that he was supposed to have gone to the nearest mission     

hospital that had a surgeon but, of course, he had no money. Therefore he had 

stayed at home and had looked after the wound by putting battery acid on it! He 

never thought of coming to tell us until yesterday. 

This is one of the biggest challenges that we are facing in the CTC (HIV clinic) 

and even with our out patients. People can scrape the money together many 

times for a one-off visit to a health facility, if they are unwell enough. But any 

chronic disease, which means repeated testing and repeated treatment or a 

sustained period of treatment, is usually unaffordable for at least 50-60 per 

cent of our clients. 

For William we have decided that we will give him a ticket to travel to the       
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Mission Hospital and some money for the expected treatment cots. We hope 

that his hand will not need to be amputated. God has been very good usually 

when we have relied on Him in such difficult circumstances. Because it is his 

left hand, only life without a thumb will make it difficult to grow the harvest he 

depends to survive on. Should he lose his arm, however, he will have great    

difficulty in providing for him and his family and their food. It reminds me once 

again how fragile can life be for us humans. 

 

God bless for now and thanks for all your prayers and many helping hands! 

Love from Tabora 

Ruth, Mama Ndugu and the team. 

 

Ruth wrote again to Beth on 10th November to say that she is using some of 

the money she  still has from our Tea Party to pay for a large part of William's    

treatment as well as paying for the treatment for a little girl who stayed in the 

hospital for 3 days with severe pneumonia. The family were only able to pay for 

one day's treatment. Ruth would like to use whatever donation we send to     

continue helping those who cannot afford treatment. 

Muyunda Simangolwa - Update  
 

Afternoon dear friends,                                          Email received 19th December  
We are all very well. Am in Zambia now, I came on Monday night. We are just so 

happy because our daughter Sibeso has passed the exams and she has been     
selected for Grade eight at Kamatipa Secondary School. So today we have got 

some of the requirements that are needed. They open on the 13th January and I 
go back on the 5th. The exams are on 27th. A Happy Christmas. 

Best wishes, Muyunda 

 
Afternoon dear people of St John and St Andrew,         Email received 15th January 
I and my family are well. The holiday was good. I was in Zambia on the Tuesday 
then on Sunday went to St Phillips with Cynthia. I preached then after the service 

we were taken home by a certain couple and I was given a new black suit.   I    
continued working at St Phillips throughout my stay although Holy Trinity church 

complained that I did not visit them. It was the Bishop that told me that I should 

be going to St Phillips for this break.  
The Christmas was good for us though we did not have meat or chicken during this 

time. We didn't have money so we had vegetables and mushrooms. But on the 
New Year we had good food and together as a family we ate chicken and so on. 

I am now going for the group discussion and my friend is waiting for me. The   

electricity went off and this email has taken longer. I give thanks for your          
assistance and may God continue blessing you. 

Muyunda 
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WANTED ! bŜǿ wƻƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ CƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
At the end of June 2014, our Verger Bob Banfield will be retiring.  While we will be 
thanking Bob for all his work over the years and wishing him well for his              
retirement, we will also be seeking to fill the gap in a new way.   
 

A new post of Facility Coordinator is to be created, with a key central vision: 

 
This is a paid part-time role (basic hours 25 per week) whose aims are:  
- To ensure the church and schoolrooms facilities provide an environment which is: 

  - Welcoming  - Safe and secure - Efficiently run 
     - Known and developing their potential in the community 

- To work alongside complementary volunteer roles and the Church Administrator 
in order to achieve this 

 

Responsibilities will include: welcoming week-day visitors to the church;              
coordinating bookings and developing an events strategy for the church and 
schoolrooms including publicity; ensuring the buildings are kept secure and safety 
requirements met; preparing the church for services and supporting week-day  
services; some cleaning duties; supporting the maintenance of the buildings. 
Could this be you?  If you may be interested in fulfilling this new role, please     
contact one of the Church Wardens for details, including the full job description.  
 
 

ALSO WANTED ς Voluntary Roles 
In order to support the introduction of the role of Facility Coordinator, there are 
some new volunteer roles which we will also need to fill:  
  

Sunday Vergers ς Verger duties for Sunday, to be provided by a rota of volunteers, 
separately for 8am and 10:30am services, drawn from regular attendees  
Wedding Support ς a rota of individuals to provide the Verger role during wedding 
services (a fee is available for this) 
Welcomers ς a rota for additional welcomers to work alongside the Facility       
Coordinator at times during week-day opening.  There is potential to extend 
church opening hours in future if there are enough of these volunteers 
Cleaning ς Quarterly deep cleaning of the church building by a volunteer team  

 

This could be you as well!   If you can help, please contact a Church Warden. 
- Phil Juggins 

¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ     
worship, prayer, visits, activities and events, working alongside a team of volunteers.  

- tŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭ 
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Book Reviews 
Five Points by John Piper 

When someone asks me the question: òWhy are you a Christian?ó 

there are many answers I give: 

- Because I grew up in a Christian family. 

- Because I said a prayer. 

- Because I understood the cross. 

- Because I was confident enough. 

What I often neglect to mention is the most foundational truth of all. Paul writes 

to the Ephesian Christians telling them why someone is a Christian: 

òIn love, God predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ,          

according to the purpose of his will.ó Ephesians 1:5 

I became a Christian because God predestined me. God adopted me into his 

family. God chose me. It is a wonderful truth that while I was still a sinner, Christ 

died for me. While I was still an enemy, God loved me. I am a Christian because 

of Godõs grace. 

In John Piperõs new book, he explains how it is that Godõs grace saves us. This is 

a very short and readable book on what has traditionally been called the 5 

points of Calvinism. 

John Piper writes: 

òI do not begin as a Calvinist and defend a system. I begin as a Bible-believing 

Christian who wants to put the Bible above all systems of thought. But over the 

years ð many years of struggle ð I have deepened in my conviction that          

Calvinistic teachings on the five points are biblical and therefore true, and  

therefore a precious pathway into deeper experiences of Godõs grace.ó 

This book is a great introduction, and reminder, of just how amazing Godõs grace 

is!                                                                                                      - James Maitland 

 

Book Review ð ôConnectedõ Living in the light of the Trinity by Sam Allberry  

Considering the depth of the topic of the Trinity, this book is not a  

difficult read.  The first chapters encourage us to understand that 

God is one, the uniqueness and integrity of the Trinity, and our       

response to Him, which should be one of wholehearted devotion and 

commitment to his mission. 

In chapter 3 entitled ôThe God who is threeõ, Allberry, writes this about 

Jesus: òFollowing Jesus and understanding the Trinity are inextricably 

linked.  To embrace and understand the Trinitarian nature of God is not going to 

confuse us in our walk with Christ or distract us from the priorities his gospel 

gives us.  Quite the opposite, understanding the Trinity will only enhance our 

grasp of who God is and illuminate the contours of the very gospel we seek to 

believeó. 

The second part of the book is taken up with the practical implications of the 
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truth that God is Father, Son and Spirit.  Topics include marriage, sexuality,   

gender, the life of the church, the mission of the church, prayer, discipleship and 

worship. 

The chapter that really interested me was entitled ôShowing God to the World ð 

the Trinity and the Churchõ.  This chapter challenges us about our attitude to the 

church ð recognizing it is the bride of Christ, and as such, we should have a 

genuine and heartfelt love for it.  He discusses what it means to be part of 

Christõs body, the need for unity- in-diversity in the Church, as in the Trinity.  He 

challenges our gifts, whether we look down on our own gifts or gifts of others, 

and how and why we should use our gifts. 

I recommend this book to you, and as you read it, may God fill your heart with 

thanks and praise for the awesomeness of God the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.                                                                                                      - Helen Peace 

St Johnõs & St Andrewõs  

Childrenõs Holiday Club 2014  
Our Childrenõs Holiday Club dates for this year are Monday 28th July ð 

Friday 1st August with Sunday 3rd August being the Holiday Club    

Service.   Weõd really value your prayers as we begin to think about and 

plan for this yearõs Club.  Watch this space for more news, further   

important dates and information.  

Thank you                            - Ros Bush on behalf of the Planning Committee  

QUIET DAY  
The next Deanery Quiet Day will be held on Saturday 8th March at the 
home of the Salbergs.  Some people have told me they thought that if it 
was a deanery event that meant it was for clergy and people like that.   
However that is not true.  This is an event which happens in the Deanery to 
build up the faith of everyone.   
When we look at the life of Jesus we see that he withdraws from time to 
time to be alone with his father. These quiet days are for all of us to be able 
to withdraw and be with our heavenly father.  When we sing the hymn óBe 
thou my visionô we sing the words óThou with me dwelling and I with thee 
oneô and this is a chance to take these words at face value. 
óStillness is not simply silence, but an attitude of listening to God and of 
openness towards Him.ô From the Philokalia. 

- Margaret Hamilton 
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Yeovil CAP Centre  
 

Now the New Year is upon us we are very busy again. January 

traditionally is the time when debt is at an all time high, people 

resolve to do something about it and CAP takes their most 

bookings. We have been no exception and are still fully booked 

3 months in advance. 
 

We have now started a regular drop in at St Johnõs Church on Thursday mornings 

from 10 till 12. This has proved very successful, our existing clients can call in, 

bring their paperwork, use the land line, look up things on the internet, have coffee 

and cake and talk to a sympathetic ear or encourage one another. Anyone with 

money worries can have a confidential chat and see whether they need the full 

CAP debt help service or if a CAP Money course would be useful for them. They 

can also book up an appointment on the spot and go through a pre visit checklist 

that makes the first visit far more effective and less stressful. Anyone else who just 

wants a coffee and a chat is welcome as well. 
 

This does present an opportunity for more people to get involved, as we need 

helpers to go on the rota to make the tea and coffee and just chat to people. 

There will normally be a debt coach on hand to deal with all the financial matters, 

and the verger to maintain security, so all you have to do is make the tea and talk 

to whoever comes. If youõre interested please contact me or Margaret Hamilton. 
 

The next opportunity to get involved is that we need an extra CAP Money coach. 

The next training days are 15 March in Watford, 29 March in South Wales or 17 

May in Southampton. To find out more come to the next CAP money course or 

talk to David Upton, Gill or John Brookes. 
 

We have more than enough demand for the services of an additional unpaid debt 

coach. The commitment is for a minimum of one day per week, and it requires 3 

days training in Bradford in May, October or February. 
 

Finally, last but not least we now urgently need a new centre manager. This is for a 

commitment of 3 days per week, after 4 days training in Bradford. This could be 

paid or unpaid.  
 

Both the debt coach and the centre manager will have to undergo a rigorous    

interview, both in Yeovil and with CAP in Bradford. These are serious Christian 

Ministry positions. If you feel God might be calling you to take a big step forward in 

your faith, then why not have a talk about it and pick up an application pack from 

the Church Office. The deadline is the end of February and we have set 15th 

March as the day for Interviews. 
 

Please pay for a new Debt Coach and a Centre manager, and if you feel that God 

might be calling you then do something about it.                                                             - Ian Croxford 
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The St Johnõs Bells Project 
There has been some progress since my last report in Focus.  Following the 
start of work on the old ten existing bells, the suggestion was made that two 
of the existing bells (7th and 9th) might be improved. I visited the Foundry 
at the end of November to take advice from the tuner, and the foundry boss. 
It appeared that, whilst replacing two bells might be possible, the best value 
for money would be to just re-cast the present 7th bell and leave the present 9th as it is. 
The present 7th bell (which would become the 9th of the twelve) would serve as the tenor
(1) bell of three lighter  rings (2) , and in this role would have been òdisappointingó (3).  I 
decided to have this bell broken up, add a little new metal and cast a new bell, slightly 
heavier (at 16cwt) to replace it.  The Diocesan Chancellor has granted an extension to the 
original Faculty, to allow this.  He would not allow the 9th to be re-cast as it is one of five 
òlisted bellsó(4) ð a new bell would have to be cast to replace it and the old one retained in 
the tower ð a much more expensive job.  The old 9th (11th in 12), despite its slight       
peculiarities, would not spoil the ring of twelve as it would be covered by the excellence of 
the two ton tenor bell. 
 

The new 9th is expected to be cast at the end of January and this would be an opportunity 
for folk to watch the process, similar to the experience several of us had when the four new 
bells were cast last July. Martin Warr made  a DVD film of this day and copies can be  
obtained from him.  The cost of this extra work can be covered without exceeding the 
original  forecast, as we have been able to avoid paying the VAT which was  expected at 
first. 
 

However, because of delays with other projects at the Foundry, we are unlikely to see our 
bells back before Easter as was hoped.  In the meantime, Colin Reston and I are busy    
tidying and cleaning up the tower (80 years of grime in inaccessible places!) to ease the 
work of the bell hangers when they come back.  It is hoped to have all the bells on display 
in the church before they are put back up in the tower.  This may stimulate some interest 
and may even encourage some folk to learn to ring.  Our ringers have maintained their 
practice sessions at Hardington Mandeville, Stoke- sub-Hamdon and Odcombe, with kind 
the co-operation of those towers.  On four occasions we were able to provide ringers for 
service ringing around Christmas in churches where they had none of their own. 
 

Notes:  1, 2, and 3:   A set of bells hung for change ringing is called aóringó or òpealó of bells.  They 
are numbered upwards from the lightest (the treble) to the heaviest (the tenor).  The tenor, (from the 
latin òtenareó, to hold) needs to be sufficiently dominant to be able to hold the whole peal together, as 
the tenor role can in an opera.  It was felt that the old 7th which would become the tenor for the 
lighter rings of 6, 8 and 10, whilst adequate in the middle of the heavier rings of (6, 8, 10 or 12) 
would not be dominant in its new role.    Within the total of what will be 14 bells we will be able to 
select different rings of 6, 8, and 10 besides the full 12.  The new extra bells will substituted for old 
ones as necessary to achieve this satisfactorily. 
 

4. The Church Buildings Council have identified bells which are òworthy of preservationó on the 
grounds of age, particularly interesting characteristics etc.  Five of our old ring of ten are so listed, 
three of them  were last cast in 1626, nearly 400 years  old, and so is the Sanctus Bell (probably as 
old as the church  -14th Century).  Approval to re-tune , modify or scrap listed bells is rarely 
granted - they have to be retained in the tower even if not rung.  

 - Roger Fox, 14th January 2014 
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How can I feel confident in my Christian faith and in Godôs plan when   
tragedies happen in the world and in my life?  
 

Suffering (in its various forms) is everywhere, it is unavoidable and it can be 
overwhelming. Shakespeare has Macduff telling it as it is: ñEach new morn, 
new widows howl, new orphans cry, new sorrows strike heaven on the face.ò 
Life is invariably tragic.  
 

I speak from personal experience when I say that this suffering (both       
personal and global) can cause us to question Godôs goodness, even His 
existence. What are we to think or say in the face of these realities? In     
offering some thoughts on this issue, I am not suggesting that there are 
easy or exhaustive answers but I am contending that Christianity in fact   
provides the most complete, realistic and comforting answers. Iôm also 
aware that when you are ógoing through itô you do not want to hear well    
intentioned, even true, óanswersô to a problem. You just want it to stop. If you 
are currently going through intense trials please donôt bother reading this for 
now. Put it down, ring a friend and get a hug.  
 

Before we turn to Christianity I want to imagine some of the alternatives. 
You might argue God canôt exist and so decide to face the world and its 
tragedies from a secular, strictly ómaterialistô point of view ï the material 
world is all there is. The meaning of life is to have the freedom to choose the 
life which makes you most happy. From this perspective suffering is always 
an interruption, an inconvenience, to be avoided at all costs. Suffering has 
no purpose and no meaning, it just óisô, because the universe óisô. We must 
get on with it. According to those who study human cultures there is       
however a persistent drive within human beings to find meaning and        
purpose ï even the hardened atheist may turn to the religious or spiritual 
when faced with tragedy. I think for instance of the huge ópray for Muambaô 
movement after the premier league footballer collapsed in the middle of a 
game and was left on life support ï people of all faiths and none jumped on 
the ópray for muambaô bandwagon.  
 

We might also think of other religious worldviews. A Muslim may assign   
suffering to the unquestionable will of Allah. A Hindu may make reference to 
ókarmaô in which your past mistakes catch up with you. You get what you 
deserve. A Buddhist may argue that suffering is an illusion, to avoid it you 
need to get rid of unfulfilled desires through a change of consciousness,  
detaching yourself from the material world. These sorts of views are a step 
on from the modern secular view in that they begin to find purpose in       

Tough Questions  
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suffering. But I think youôll agree that none compares with the range and 
unique type of answers revealed in Christianity. 
 

So how about Christian faith? Three things to think about:  
 

God is in charge and is good . The bible consistently teaches us that God 
is in charge (sovereign) of the universe. He created it and he sustains it. 
That means that suffering is not ultimately random, it is under his control. It 
also means that human beings are not the centre of the universe, God is 
centre stage. It is therefore possible that there can be conflict between our 
perception (the world exists for our entertainment and comfort) and the    
reality (the world exists for Godôs glory). God is also good and loving, which 
means that suffering is not ultimately wasted, but can be for our good.  
 

God has wounds.  The most precious and unique claim of Christian faith is 
that the God who is in charge, left his office and joined in with the muck and 
the mess of the factory floor. We believe in a God who is not only in charge 
but who has experienced what it is like NOT to be in charge; we believe in a 
God who is not only perfect and good, but has experienced the world in all 
its imperfection and evil; we believe in a God who is not only all-powerful, 
but has been wounded and killed by those he created. A God with wounds is 
a God I can trust. Especially because I am told in no uncertain terms that 
those wounds are His absolute expression of love towards me (Romans 
5:8). God not only enters in to the fray and gets wounded, he was wounded 
in order that you and I might know with certainty the extent of his love for us. 
 

God has won.  If I can trust this God with wounds, then I can also trust that 
what he says about the future is true. He tells me that the death of the Son 
of God on the cross was the point at which he made a public spectacle of 
the powers of evil and triumphed over them (Colossians 2:15). He tells me 
that Jesusô resurrection was the nail in the coffin for death itself. He tells me 
that this resurrection of Jesus was the start of a new way of living which is 
begun by faith now, and will be known in full Technicolor in the new creation 
ï where pain, death, mourning and crying will be gone forever.  
 

One of the reasons I keep going in following Jesus is that Christianity is   
realistic about the world: it is beautiful and yet broken. Tragedy and evil canôt 
be easily understood or explained away, but within the framework of a     
personal, loving God who suffered with us and for us to rescue us from evil, 
there is realistic living, trusting and hoping to be done. 
 

NB. HIGHLY recommended further reading: 
óIf I were God Iôd end all the painô by John Dickson (a very short book). *** (3 
stars) from the Curate. 
óWalking with God through pain and sufferingô by Timothy Keller (a long 
book). ***** (5 stars) from the Curate!             - Tim Lewis 
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5 Things Mistaken for Evangelism - by Mark Dever  
 

I remember as a little child hugging my fatherõs leg at a gas station only to 

realize it wasnõt his leg I was hugging. I was embarrassed! It was a case of 

mistaken identity.  
 

In the matter of evangelism, Iõm concerned about a number of things that 

people take to be evangelism that arenõt. And this case of mistaken identity 

can have consequences more serious than mere embarrassment. Let me 

mention five things mistaken for evangelism.  
 

1. Imposition - Probably the most common objection to evangelism today is, 

òIsnõt it wrong to impose our beliefs on others?ó 

Some people donõt practice evangelism because they feel they are         

imposing on others. And the way evangelism is often done, I can understand 

the confusion! But when you understand what the Bible presents as        

evangelism, itõs really not a matter of imposing your beliefs. 

Itõs important to understand that the message you are sharing is not merely 

an opinion but a fact. Thatõs why sharing the gospel canõt be called an    

imposition, any more than a pilot can impose his belief on all his passengers 

that the runway is here and not there.  

Additionally, the truths of the gospel are not yours, in the sense that they 

uniquely pertain to you or your perspective or experience, or in the sense 

that you came up with them. When you evangelize, you are not merely   

saying, òThis is how I like to think of God,ó or òThis is how I see it.ó Youõre     

presenting the Christian gospel. You didnõt invent it, and you have no        

authority to alter it.  
 

2. Personal Testimony - One of the classic testimonies was given by a blind 

man Jesus healed. When he was questioned after Jesus healed him, he    

responded, òWhether he [Jesus] is a sinner or not, I donõt know. One thing I 

do know. I was blind but now I see!ó (John 9:25). The man disregarded the 

menacing threats of those more honored and respected than he in order to 

give this verbal witness to the power of God. Itõs a wonderful, powerful      

testimony, but itõs not evangelism. There is no gospel in it. The man didnõt 

even know who Jesus was. An account of a changed life is wonderful and 

inspiring thing, but itõs the gospel of Jesus Christ that explains what itõs all 

about and how it happened.  
 

3. Social Action and Public Involvement - Being involved in mercy ministries 

may help to commend the gospel, which is why Jesus taught, òLet your light 

shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your     

Father in heavenó (Matt. 5:16). Displaying Godõs compassion and kindness 

by our actions is a good and appropriate thing for Christians to do. But such 

actions are not evangelism. They commend the gospel, but they share it 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%209.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%205.16
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with no one. To be evangelism, the gospel must be clearly communicated, 

whether in written or oral form. When our eyes fall from God to humanity,  

social ills replace sin, horizontal problems replace the fundamental vertical 

problem between us and God, winning elections eclipses winning souls.  
 

4. Apologetics  - Other people mistake apologetics for evangelism. Like the 

activities weõve considered above, apologetics itself is a good thing. We are 

instructed by Peter to be ready to give a reason for the hope that we have 

(1 Pet. 3:15). And apologetics is doing exactly that. Apologetics is answering 

questions and objections people may have about God or Christ, or about 

the Bible or the message of the gospel.  

Answering questions and defending parts of the good news may often be a 

part of conversations Christians have with non -Christians, and while that may 

have been a part of our own reading or thinking or talking as we came to 

Christ, such activity is not evangelism.  

Apologetics can present wonderful opportunities for evangelism. Being     

willing to engage in conversations about where we came from or whatõs 

wrong with this world can be a significant way to introduce honest             

discussions about the gospel.  

By far the greatest danger in apologetics is being distracted from the main 

message. Evangelism is not defending the virgin birth or defending the      

historicity of the resurrection. Apologetics is defending the faith, answering 

the questions others have about Christianity. It is responding to the agenda 

that others set. Evangelism, however, is following Christõs agenda, the news 

about him. Evangelism is the positive act of telling the good news about   

Jesus Christ and the way of salvation through him.  
 

5. The Results of Evangelism - Finally, one of the most common and          

dangerous mistakes in evangelism is to misinterpret the results of              

evangelism ñthe conversion of unbelievers ñfor evangelism itself, which is 

the simple telling of the gospel message. Who can deny that much modern 

evangelism has become emotionally manipulative, seeking simply to cause 

a momentary decision of the sinnerõs will, yet neglecting the biblical idea 

that conversion is the result of the supernatural, gracious act of God toward 

the sinner?  

When we are involved in a program in which converts are quickly counted, 

decisions are more likely pressed, and evangelism is gauged by its             

immediately obvious effect, we are involved in undermining real evangelism 

and real churches.  

The Christian call to evangelism is a call not simply to persuade people to 

make decisions but rather to proclaim to them the good news of salvation in 

Christ, to call them to repentance, and to give God the glory for                

regeneration and conversion. We donõt fail in our evangelism if we faithfully 

tell the gospel to someone who is not converted; we fail only if we donõt 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%203.15
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This group will be meeting again in 2014 on alternate Thursdays on the 

following dates:  

6th and 20th February and 6th and 20th March  

If you would like to be creative or just chat, why not join us 7.30 -

9.00pm in St Johnõs Schoolrooms? 

ALL are welcome, no skills required, just bring your enthusiasm!  

Creative Fellowship. 

And what is C.U.F?  
In our series looking at where outward giving 
goes we have come to C.U.F. The initials stand 
for the Church Urban Fund. Those who are old enough to remember the 
80s may have memories of a time of social turmoil in many English cities 
at that time. The church of England with its parishes covering the whole 
country knew from clergy and others who lived among the people how 
difficult the situations in some of our inner cities and the vast housing  
estates around them was becoming. A report was commissioned to look 
at what role the church with a presence right in the heart of these areas 
of  deprivation might undertake.  
The report which came out in 1985 was entitled Faith in the City. Two 
years later the Church Urban Fund was set up. It is a not -for- profit      
organisation supporting social action in the poorest areas of England 
where it resources people working at a local level putting their faith into 
action where they live. In also partnering with other organisations they  
support men and women seeking to do sometimes extraordinary things 
for the good of others in their communities.  
The places where CUF works are a far cry from Yeovil but we cannot be 
unaware as we watch our screens or hear news reports that what was set 
up in the 80s is still needed now.                              - Beth Farrington 

faithfully tell the gospel at all. Evangelism itself isnõt converting people; itõs 

telling them that they need to be converted and telling them how they can 

be.  
 

Mark Dever is Senior Pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC, and  

founder of 9Marks Ministries. He has authored over a dozen books and speaks at 

conferences nationwide .  

http://www.9marks.org/
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TOWER PROJECT REPORT  
A huge thank you and congratulations to all who 
have given money or promises to the Church 

Tower Restoration Fund. You will be amazed to 
know ï well I was ï that on the gift day in October your          
contributions, with gift aid, raised £37,639, a truly brilliant effort.  

 
We have received further donations from Agusta Westland plc, The 

All Churches Trust (our insurers Ecclesiastic Insurance) and a 
pledge of £3000 from the Yeovil Town Council with several other 
grant applications in the pipeline.  

 
The fundraising work continues and we would like another 

£20,000 to be secure. We are getting there but there is some 
more to be done. We have set up an account to enable people to 
give online with gift aid. Please visit www.virginmoneygiving.com  

and give to our charity St John's Church, Yeovil or encourage 
others to do so.  If you feel like doing a sponsored something ï 

run, cake bake, surf up the River Severn or the like then you are 
welcome to encourage people to give into that account.            
Alternatively, if you havenôt had a chance to help yet then cheques 

to the ñSt Johnôs Church, Yeovil ï Restoration Fundò are always 
welcome.  

 
The preparation work is moving forward: the stereoscopic survey 
is complete so that the architects and quantity surveyor are now 

costing and completing the work package; sources of replacement 
stones have been found and are being analysed by our geologist 

for the best match to the tower; the underground radar survey is 
complete so our structural engineers can design the scaffolding to 
access the bits of the tower that need to be worked on, wonôt blow 

over or disappear into one of the vaults/graves in that part of the 
land; and our Health and Safety CDM team are onboard. We hope 

to go to the Diocese for approval in February and formal tender for 
the main contractor and others shortly thereafter.  
 

Scaffold will surround the tower and work will start in the warmer 
weather in the summer when hopefully we will be able to dry out a 

bit! Watch this space...                                              -  Rob Dean  
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Next Bishop of Bath and Wells  
The next Bishop of Bath and Wells will be the Rt Revd Peter    
Hancock. His current role is Bishop of Basingstoke in the Diocese 

of Winchester, which he has held since September 2010.  
Bishop Peter says he is ñdelightedò at the prospect of becoming 

the 79th Bishop of Bath and Wells.  
Before his ordination to the episcopate, Bishop Peter served two 
curacies before serving as a parish priest for 13 years in the    

Diocese of Portsmouth. Later he became Archdeacon of the Meon 
ï a position he held for 11 years.  

Bishop Peter said he was looking forward to leading the Diocese of 
Bath and Wells and joining and supporting the strong Christian 
voice already present across the region.  

He says: ñI am delighted to be coming to Bath and Wells; itôs a 
wonderful part of the country. It will be a great privilege to meet 

all who live and work here in Somerset, to hear peopleôs stories 
and to discover all that God is doing in their lives. The mission of 
the diocese is óChanging Lives, Changing Churches for Changing 

Communitiesô. The good news of Jesus is life-changing and I look 
forward to seeing the lives of individuals and communities       

continuing to be transformed by his grace and his love.ò 
Bishop Peter is familiar with life in rural, coastal counties after 
spending much of his ministry on the south coast of England. He 

has never lived far from the sea and describes the countryside as 
ña real passionò. He is often out walking with his wife, Jane and 

their two Golden Retrievers.  
Bishop Peterôs love of the countryside translates into a strong    

interest in rural and environmental issues. This, alongside         
encouraging children and young people, and supporting the   
homeless and most vulnerable in society, forms what Bishop Peter 

describes as the ñthree threadsò of his ministry.  
As a parish priest in Portsmouth, Bishop Peter was involved in 

youth work and setting up venture holidays for young people. He 
was also district scout chaplain and his long association with 
Scouting and Guiding is something he will look to continue.  

The Rt Revd Peter Maurice, Bishop of Taunton, has warmly      
welcomed the announcement. He says: ñWe all very much look 

forward to welcoming Bishop Peter and Jane into the life of the 
diocese.  
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ñBath and Wells has a culture of partnership in ministry, and 

Bishop Peter takes up the leadership here with the prayers of us 
all as we work together to face the challenges that await us.  

ñWe strive to be an outward-facing church, and Bishop Peterôs 
background in mission and ministry will be an encouragement to 
us in our parishes, schools and chaplaincies. I know he will also 

want to engage with the wider communities of Somerset when he 
takes up his new role with us.ò 

The Rt Revd Peter Hancock will be formally enthroned at Wells  
Cathedral in 2014. He will work at the Bishopôs Palace alongside 
the Bishop of Taunton.  

The Retreat ð November 2013 
 

Scriptures and Prose are given to those who wish to seek on this retreat. 
We will read, study and share with our companions who will neither judge nor compare. 
As we begin this walk with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Selected stories I have perused, 
Thousands on the hillside as narrated by Matthew 
Friends of John, Mary, Martha and Lazarus who live in Bethany. 
These are some of the folk I have met with on my walk with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
With beautiful attitudes and my love of young children 
Go hand in hand, 
On my walk with Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
So this was the challenge, 
From head to toe, 
To get to know all of you 
So that together we can be stronger 
To walk with, and work for Jesus Christ our Lord 

Ann Unwin ð 12th January 2014 
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Why am I a Christian?  
A couple of months ago I spent a wonderful weekend at Lee Abbey. One of 
the key messages was based around a quote: 
 

ñHe became aware that God was expecting something of him.ò 
 

I smiled to myself as I realised that God was expecting something of me ï 
that I needed to overcome my apprehension and share my faith experiences 
with others; that this would strengthen my faith and root it in commitment. Iôd 
been thinking about this for a while and have always found it difficult ï what 
if people question me and I donôt have the answers? What if Iôm not        
convincing enough? What if they donôt get it or make fun of me? 
I arrived home to find an email from Elaine ï would I write something for  
Focus about why I am a Christian?  God didnôt hang around - here was my 
opportunity. 
 

So here I am. Iôm starting to write this on the Deanery Quiet day, the day 
before Advent. Our theme is hope. This feels very apt for many reasons. 
I have always believed in God, but would say that Iôve only been a Christian 
for about 8 years. My commitment was a gradual process, kick-started by a 
move from London to Somerset, a change of jobs and taking part in an    
Alpha course. My faith can still feel rather new & fragile. I have been        
fortunate not to have been seriously tested during that time and always 
knew deep-down that I would struggle when that time came. 
 

That time came last year when I was diagnosed with breast cancer. It felt 
like my worst nightmare had come true. I had an operation, chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy. It all happened very quickly, I felt shocked, scared and 
angry. I really struggled to understand where God was in all of this. 
 

The journey I took from there has enabled me to understand more clearly 
why I am a Christian and to work out what that really means in practice. 
So, where was God then? Lots of people told me that God loves me. But 
what did that mean? It felt too woolly; I felt I needed a person, God felt too 
far away. I really did feel that I had to look for him. When I did, over many 
months, I discovered that He was there.... 
 

- In the church familyôs ongoing prayers for me, prayers of close friends 
and people I had never met. 

- Amongst church family who I stayed with after my operation and who 
looked after me. 

- In the lovely meals that my house group made and delivered. 
- In the amazingly caring, compassionate and committed medical staff. 
- In the friends and family who gave me my injections during treatment, 
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came to the hospital with me, who stayed overnight with me and who   
visited me. 

- In the therapist I saw (who I later found out is a Christian) 
- Amongst church family at Christmas when I wasnôt well enough to visit my 

family. 
- In the many letters, cards, presents, phone calls of support, visits. 
- In the support I received from my manager at work. 
- When things worked out in spite of the difficulties. 
- In the prayer I stumbled upon that said exactly the words I needed to 

hear. 
- As I learnt to live in and appreciate the moment, not worry about what  

tomorrow might bring. 
 

Of course, this wasnôt an easy process, but being a Christian isnôt always 
easy. However, I learnt that even in the darkest times, God is always there, 
we might just need to look a bit harder, work at letting go, hope and trust him 
ï ñDraw near to God and he will draw near to youò (James 4:8). 
 

I have also learnt that, although I have choices about how I live my life, I am 
not in control. That has been a very freeing realisation. Being a Christian 
gives me a framework within which to live my life. Godôs love for me gives 
me support, strength and above all hope. 
 

With the support of others through some tough times, Iôve learnt to better 
understand Godôs love. God showed me his love through his people. It didnôt 
always look like Iôd imagined or wanted it to but it was definitely always 
there. 
 

So if youôre reading this as a non-Christian or are just starting to think about 
Christianity, try to keep looking, talking, thinking & hoping. Ask questions.  
Put energy into discovering what Godôs love can mean to you. You may not 
see the results overnight but it will be a journey worth travelling. 
 

Psalm 121 ï ñI lift up my eyes to the hills ï where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven & earth.ò 

- Caroline Jeeves 

Ladies do you fancy some TCP? Tea, Coffee, Croissants, Chat and Prayer.  
 

If you do; why not drop and join us upstairs in the Schoolrooms on a fourth 

Saturday between 9.00 and 10.30 am?  

The next two dates for your diary are:  

Saturday February 22nd and Saturday March 22nd  

- Roz Chatwin. 
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 2014  
   

  4th Sunday of Epiphany  
Sun 2nd   

 
 8.00 am Holy Communion      St Johnôs 

  10.00 am Holy Communion      St Andrew's  
  10.30 am Together for Worship      St John's  

6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service     St Johnôs 
 

Mon 3rd  9.00 am Staff Meeting        St Johnôs 
  10.00 am           Footprints Toddler Group    Schoolrooms 

7.30 pm 18 ï 30ôs Group                   9 Park Gardens 
Tues 4th   10.30 am Holy Communion       St John's 

11.30 am Menôs group        Schoolrooms                               
2.00 pm  Together on Tuesday       Schoolrooms   
7.30 pm  St Andrewôs Wardens       The Rectory 

Wed 5th           9.45 am   Genesis         41 The Park 
1.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
7.30 pm           Evangelism Training 3       St Andrewôs Hall  

Thurs 6th 10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   Schoolrooms 
  10.00 am CAP ñDrop-inò                     St Johnôs 
  12.30 pm          Lunchtime prayer        St Johnôs 
  7.30 pm Creative Craft         Schoolrooms 
Fri 7th    6.30 pm First Friday Prayers        St Andrew's 
                          7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA        Schoolrooms 
Sat 8th   7.45 am Menôs Breakfast         Schoolrooms 
    7.30 pm        Evening with Roger Carswell  Schoolrooms 
 

4th Sunday before Lent  
Sun 9th  8.00 am Holy Communion     St Johnôs 
  10.00 am           Morning Worship     St Andrew's  
  10.30 am Holy Communion     St Johnôs 

6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service       St Johnôs 
 Mon 10th          9.00 am            Staff Meeting                    St Johnôs 
                          10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
                          7.30 pm         18 ï 30ôs Group                     9 Park Gardens 
Tues 11th       

    
 10.30 am Holy Communion        St John's 

                          11.30 am       Menôs group         Schoolrooms                           
                12.30 pm SALT                      St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed  12th  12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer        St Johnôs 

 7.30 pm           Evangelism Training 4           St Andrewôs Hall  
Thurs 13th  10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   Schoolrooms 
   10.00 am CAP ñDrop-inò                     St Johnôs 
   12.30 noon       Lunchtime prayer        St Johnôs 
   6.30 pm ñJust Lookingò                     Schoolrooms 
   7.30 pm Deanery Synod  (upstairs)    Schoolrooms 
Fri 14th                7.30 pm           Pathfinders/CYFA        Schoolrooms 
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 

Shirley Lee 427070  
or 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

 

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but please 
check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.  

 

3rd Sunday before Lent  
Sun 16th      

 
8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 

  10.00 am   Holy Communion   St Andrewôs 
10.30 am Morning Worship   St Johnôs  
6.30 @St.Johnôs:   Evening Service   St Johnôs 

   Mon 17th 9.00 am Staff Meeting     St Johnôs 
7.30 pm 18 ï 30ôs Group                9 Park Gardens 

Tuesday 18th    10.30 am Holy Communion    St John's 
 11.30 am Menôs group     Schoolrooms                           

 2.00 pm          Together on Tuesday    Schoolrooms 

 Wed 19th 12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

 Thurs 20th  10.00 am CAP ñDrop-inò                 St Johnôs  

12.30 pm          Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

  Fri 21st            7.30 pm           Pathfinders/CYFA             Schoolrooms 
 

2nd Sunday before Lent  
Sun 23rd   8.00 am     Holy Communion   St Johnôs 
  10.00 am   Together for Worship   St Andrewôs 

10.30 am    Holy Communion   St Johnôs  
6.30 @St.Johnôs:   Evening Service   St Johnôs 

Mon 24th 9.00 am Staff Meeting     St Johnôs 

10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
                          7.30 pm 18 ï 30ôs Group                9 Park Gardens 

Tuesday 25th     10.30 am Holy Communion    St John's 
                          11.30 am Menôs group     Schoolrooms                           

                          12.30 pm SALT      St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 26th  12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

   9.45 am  Genesis      41 The Park 

Thurs 27th  10.00 am         ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   Schoolrooms 
   10.00 am CAP ñDrop-inò                     St Johnôs 
   12.30 pm         Lunchtime prayer     St Johnôs 
Friday 28th     7.30 pm         Pathfinders/CYFA     Schoolrooms 
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Young SaintsYoung SaintsYoung Saints   
This months theme:  

Introducing  

John the Baptist  

This month I was hoping to bring you an interview with none other than John 

the Baptist. ôWhat, the patron saint of our Parish Church?õ I hear you ask. Yes, 

our people have been talking to his people for the past 630 years trying to  

persuade him to do an interview. We named our church after him, we wrote to 

him, we faxed him, we called him on his landline, we texted him, emailed him, 

Facebooked him, messaged him on WhatsApp, Snapchat. Everything. And no 

reply. Nothing. Nada. Zilch. Itõs as though heõs just gone offline. 

John the B: Be prepared!  

Tim:  Aaaaaggghhhh! Ahem. Sorry. Juuust a little frightened. Sorry. Iõve 

no idea where that voice came from.  

John the B: Follow Jesus!  

Tim:  Aaaaaaaghhhh! There he goes again! 

John the B: Lol!  

Tim: Sorry? Was that meant to be funny?  

John the B: Yes! ROFL!  

Tim:  John the Baptist has now come out from behind my bookcase. He is 

rolling around on the floor laughing.  

John the B: Sorry. Itõs my favourite trick these days. You see, when I first 

arrived on the scene I was fulfilling an ancient prophecy from 

Isaiah and Malachi about ôa voice in the desert, saying prepare the 

way for the Lordõ. So I always used to think it would be funny if I 

was ð literally ! - just a voiceé Turns out it would have been freaky. 

Tim:  Righté 

John the B: Also, did you get why I didnõt reply to your messages for all those 

hundreds of years?  

Tim:  No. 

John the B: Well, when I first started preaching in the desert about Jesus, 

God hadnõt replied to his people for hundreds of years. He was 

teaching them a bit of a lesson. And then, out of nowhere I ap-

peared on the scene telling everyone to get ready for King Jesus. A 

bit like I did to you just now!  

Tim:  Iõve got to admit thatõs pretty cool. 

John the B: The other reason I didnõt reply to your messages is that I tend to 

hang out in the middle of nowhere - the desert or wilderness ð so 
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Jokes Corner Jokes Corner   

These jokes are from children at SPACE ACADEMY Holiday Club These jokes are from children at SPACE ACADEMY Holiday Club   
 

Whatõs the longest piece of furniture in the school? The multiplication table  
 

Why canõt skeletons sing in church? Because theyõve got no organs 
 

Why did the boy eat his homework? His teacher said it was a piece of cake  
 

Why did the millionaire live in a mansion without a bathroom? He was filthy 
rich  

the signal is rubbish.  

Tim:  I understand. So just clear things up for me, because I know you 

got this question the whole time when you first turned up, but what 

exactly IS the relationship between you and Jesus?  

John the B: Right, first things first: I am not the king ð that is Jesus. A lot of 

people now quote me on this, but itõs true: He must become greater, 

I must become less (John 3:30). That is it in a nutshell. I exist to 

show everyone how great Jesus is. Even as a baby I was excited 

about Jesusõ arrival ð my mum tells me I jumped like a kangaroo in 

her tummy when Mary told her she was pregnant with Jesus (Luke 

1:44)!! 

Tim:  Excellent! So, J the B ð can I call you that?  

John the B: I guess.  

Tim:  J the B, what would your message be to a young person at a church 

called St. John the Baptist?  

John the B: It would be the same one I started out with: look at Jesus! Heõs 

the one who takes away the sins of the world. The peeps back then 

had to be ready for his first arrival, you guys need to make sure 

youõre on board with him before his second arrival. Honestly, heõs 

awesome. And Iõm not just saying that ôcos weõre cousins. 

Tim:  Anything else?  

John the B: Yeah, if youõre following Jesus then live by this: Jesus bigger, me 

smaller. Youõll discover itõs the best way. 

Tim:  Wise words from the last of the great prophets. Thank you my 

man. Now back to your locusts and honey in the desert. Weird.  

- Tim Lewis 


