
  

 

 

The Parish Magazine of St Johnõs Church and 
St Andrewõs Church, Yeovil 

 

 

FOCUS  
June  

2014  

FREE 
Please take one 

You can read the Focus Magazine  

online at www.sjayeovil.co.uk  



2 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY  
For times of services see pages 26 & 27 

CHURCH OPENING TIMESé 
MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

VERGERôS & PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 

E-mail address - stjstayeovil@btinternet.com Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Church activities...  

Junior Church  

Crèche (0 to 2yrs)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the  St Johnôs  

Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)  Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)  service 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)     ð Jo-Anne Smith 
 

Footprints Toddler Group   Mondays 10:00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994  

(For Mums and toddlers over one) 

 

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm ð Roger Fox Tel: 862041 
 

18-30's     Mondays 7:30pm  ð see Facebook group or telephone Tim  

         Lewis 509102. 
 

St Johnôs Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement ð Keith Ovenden Tel: 424780 
 

St Andrewôs Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm ð Beth Farrington 
 

SALT     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm ð Beth Farrington 

(St Andrewôs at Lunch Time)  
 

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm ð Pat Legg Tel: 424354 
 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays ð Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 

(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 
 

Tiny Toes at St Johnôs  Thursdays 10.00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994 

(For Mums and babies under one)      
 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)              St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm ð Ian Croxford Tel: 415340 
 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm  

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) Lin Hann,  

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)  James & Doreen Maitland 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month ð Contact James D-S Tel: 475352  
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 A Letter from...  

The Curate 
 

Dear friends 
 
On the 7th June our new Diocesan Bishop will begin his ministry among us 

with a big service at Wells Cathedral. His name (as seems to be a necessity 

for Bishops in this Diocese!) is Peter. The following day sees the church 

celebrating Pentecost, which is essentially the birthday of Christianity. You 

can find this birthday event recorded in Acts 2 in the Bible. As you read it 

you will be told of the Holy Spirit being poured out on all the believers   

gathered in Jerusalem. You will read of tongues of fire; of Christians    

speaking different languages yet understanding each other. Itôs an amazing 

story. What struck me this year as I read the account again was the simple 

reason for all of this excitement and commotion as the Holy Spirit of God 

was beginning to move. What was this simple reason? 

 

The apostle Peter (yes another Peter!) gave an explanation to the incredulous 

crowds gathering. His conclusion was this: óGod has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.ô When the people heard this, they 

were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, óBrothers what 

shall we do?ô Peter replied, óRepent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for 

all who are far offéô 

 

The Holy Spirit was given abundantly to focus the attention on Jesus. He was 

given to the believers that they might be empowered to tell others of Jesus. 

And in the power of that Spirit, thousands came to repent and be baptized in 

the name of Jesus. Pentecost is all about Jesus, because the Holy Spirit is all 

about Jesus. 

 

I hope Bishop Peter of Bath and Wells will exhort us to pray for a fresh 

movement of the Holy Spirit this Pentecost, as he joins us via a video        

sermon. I hope he asks us to pray for more of the Holy Spirit, and as we pray 

letôs pray too that the Holy Spirit would shine an ever brighter light on this 

Jesus whom God has made both Lord and Messiah. The Christian faith is 

For Christ in the heart... 

...of Yeovil 
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Quote of the month  
 In Jesus Christ we have: 
 

 A love that can never be fathomed 
 A life that can never die 
 A righteousness that can never be tarnished 
 A peace that can never be understood 
 A rest that can never be disturbed 
 A joy that can never be diminished 
 A hope that can never be disappointed 
 A glory that can never be clouded 
 A light that can never be darkened 
 A happiness that can never be interrupted 
 A strength that can never be enfeebled 
 A purity that can never be defiled 
 A beauty that can never be marred 
 A wisdom that can never be baffled 
 Resources that can never be exhausted.  
 

- Author Unknown 

quite simply all about Jesus: it really is that straightforward. This Jesus and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit is for you, your children and in fact for óall who are 

far offô. So whoever you are, wherever you may be with God put the 8th 

June in your diary and make a date to turn to Jesus, be baptised (if you   

havenôt already) and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit ï you donôt 

have to be called Peter. 

Extended Ministerial Development Leave 
(Sabbatical) 

 

WŀƳŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ wŜŎǘƻǊΣ ƛǎ ƻƴ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŜŀǾŜΩ  
(Sabbatical). Please try not to contact him from February 17th to June 6th. 
 

Instead, please contact the Revd. Tim Lewis, or Kath Upton our parish      
administrator at the church office, or a churchwarden, or another member 
of staff.  

Contact details can be found elsewhere in this magazine. 

Tim  
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Family Announcements 
In Memoriam:  
John Everett who was a former curate at St. John's 
died on the 5th April. aged 76. He was the curate 
here from 1969 to 1973. 
 

We extend our sympathy  to all those who have lost loved ones      
recently and pray that God will comfort all who mourn. 

 
Congratulations:  
Congratulations to David and Biddy Kingdon who 
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on 15th 
May. 
   

David says: ñWe met at a Junior Hunt Ball, the Moorland 
Links Hotel, between Plymouth and Yelverton. We 
danced every dance  together and afterwards she 

phoned to invite me to a pantomime, it being Leap Year 
and where we sat in a box together with her parents. 

At that time I was an assistant purser in the P&O, on the 
Chusan, voyaging between Tilbury and Hong Kong and 

cruising in the summer months.ò  

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

  Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  
 

  14th June - in the Church  
 12th July - in the Church  
 9th August - in the Church  

 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  



6 

 

St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 

I have just got back from a lovely holiday in Cornwall.  We stayed in      
Marazion and our lounge window overlooked St. Michael's Mount. We had 
the most beautiful weather, so we felt very privileged.  We were able to visit 
a number of places near the tip of Cornwall ï the Minack Theastre, some 
gardens, Penzance ï and a boat trip to seal island ï very shy seals, but we 
saw  huge jellyfish and a leatherback turtle! The down side is that I missed a 
number of events and news from St. Andrew's. However, this morning I had 
an e-mail from Beth to keep me up to date, so thanks to Beth I have quite a 
lot of news for you! 
 

The Friendship Circle met at St. Andrew's on the first Tuesday of the month.  
The ladies from St. John's Together on Tuesday group joined them to hear 
Roger Fox talk about the church bells. It was an interesting and enjoyable 
afternoon and everyone is looking forward to the return of the bells to the 
Tower, as they will feel a lot more knowledgeable about them. They all     
enjoyed a cup of tea together and some cake. Ron Blake made one of his 
special cakes for them ï ginger with apricots and walnuts ï and I heard 
good reports of it. Unfortunately I did not get a taste! The Meeting this month 
is on Tuesday, 3rd June, and they are having an outing to Palmers Garden 
Centre for tea and for a good look round at all  the plants looking especially 
lovely at the moment. 
 

This month, while we were away, it was Christian Aid Week. Linda Jackson 
wanted to thank those who helped with the house to house collections. Beth 
wanted to give Linda thanks from all of us for all the hard work she puts in 
as our representative. 
 

The BYG tea party took place on May 17th. The sun shone on the day as it 
did last year ï so some people could take tea outdoors as well as take the 
opportunity to look at all the displays about our overseas links. There were 
cream teas and lots of delicious cakes. Thank you to all those who provided 
the cakes ï and all those who ate them and donated to the wonderful total 
collected that day. There was £800 to be shared between Myunda, to equip 
him as he becomes ordained, and Ruth Hulser for her treatment fund. Ruth 
is visiting us at the end of the month at the Together for Communion service 
at St. John's on June 29th and for a shared lunch afterwards so we can 
hand her cheque in person and catch up with her latest news. 
 

I had a lovely letter from Edith Vickery remembering Olive Vowells and her 
friendship with her for many years. She still has one of Olive's paintings 
hung on her wall at the Fern Nursing home. She remembers the very early 
days of Lunch Club (SALT). She remembered Hilary Thomas who started 
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the Club when she was a curate here. The very first meeting was attended 
by 8 people! But it grew very quickly after that. 
 

Beth also mentioned that Ted had not been too well and we have missed 
him being with us on Sundays. However, he and June were able to have a 
bit of a holiday recently so hopefully that will help them both to feel better. 
Other family news ï David and Valerie are going on holiday so we wish 
them well. Shirley Pain has a new grand-daughter, Sophie Anne, a sister for 
Emily, born on April 25th. Congratulations to Jason and Laura. Some of you 
will remember Jason's sister, Lorna, who was also in our choir at one time.  
She has 2 children, Ben and Freya. 
Jenny's new grandson, Banjo Konshita, has had a few problems I believe, 
but is being well cared for and making progress. 
SALT members will remember Peter Wakely, who was a member for some 
time. He joined us through the Holiday at Home initiative a few years back.  
His funeral was held recently and we remember his family and friends. 
 

One more thing I must tell you. The Charity Coffee Morning arranged for 
Saturday 7th June has had to be re-scheduled for Saturday, 21st June. It is 
in aid of CLIC Sargent and the Hospice and should be an enjoyable          
occasion, organised by Diana Rose's niece. 
 

Enjoy the summer days ahead ï lets hope they last!           - Margaret 

Thank you  
After the recent Box Opening at St John's Church, we were 

able to send £1,228.24 to the Children's Society. They 

have written back to thank  everyone for their continued generosity and 

their letter also includes the following - 

'Your box collections help change lives every day by providing the  funding 

needed to maintain our vital services, including drop -in centres for your 

runaways and case workers to protect those already on the streets who are 

at risk of drug abuse or sexual exploitation.'  

The Society aims to help children living at a disadvantage with children's 

centres, supporting young carers and  helping to give disabled children 

a voice. By their campaigning and reports they highlight to the           

Government issues such as free school meals (The Fair and Share     

Campaign) etc.  

Thank you to everyone for your continuing support and if there is anyone 

who would like to have a box, they are quite small and happily sit on a 

window ledge or by the side of the 'phone, then please get in touch.  

- Jenny and Robin Jones 
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June 2014 .... the BYG suggests for your prayers. 
 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 

 

Marc and Hilary Deneufchâtel in Benin, West Africa  
- pray for Pastor Samuel as he recovers from an eye operation that it will 
heal quickly and enable him to resume his ministry in full 

- pray that with the help of SIM's computer support in Parakou, Hilary's 
computer problems will be solved and work can continue at a brisker pace. 

- pray for good health of the whole family as they sometimes face the       
inevitable a lack of sleep. 

 

Dr Ruth Hulser serving with CMS in Tanzania, East Africa  
- pray for all the supporters of FM, St Philip Health Centre and the Diocese 
of Tabora: may God richly bless them and keep them safe. 

- pray for everyone being sick and having no resources to get help, because 
of distance, lack of money, education etc. 

- pray for the clinic and the work in it as well as all the workers, nurses and 
doctors as they face many ongoing problems and challenges to continue to 
provide good quality Health Care. We remember Ruth as she oversees  
everything that she will be given the strength and wisdom in all that she 
faces daily. 

 

Muyunda Simangolwa studying in Malawi, Southeast Africa 
- pray for strength and wisdom for Muyunda and his fellow students as they 
sit their final exams this June, leading to ordination in September. 

- pray for Cynthia, Sibeso, Agness, Inogne and Grace back in Zambia. 
- pray for the church in Zambia that it may continue to grow whilst being 
true to your world. 

 

Alison Bush a volunteer working with the IFES team in   
Belgium 
- pray that Alison would continue to trust that it is God who grows and  
harvests fruit from the seeds they are planting. 

- pray that God would shape the aims of GBU and (the Dutch speaking   
Belgium IFES movement) Ichtus project and help them to communicate 
really well despite linguistic and cultural differences. 

- pray for an evening of reflection on 15th June about the future of GBU. 

BYG... Points for prayer 
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Pray for wisdom, harmony and for concrete policies which flow from the 
vision to be put in  place as a result. 

 

For the rest of  the world...  
- pray for all affected by the Turkish mining disaster and all those mining in       

unsafe conditions throughout the world. 
- as we remember especially the girls in North Eastern Nigeria, we pray  

especially for women everywhere that are denied education and treated as 
chattels. 

- pray for all those newly elected to the European Parliament that they may 
give fully of their time to all people they represent. 

 
Donõt Forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month.  

It gives suggestions for people, places and events that you can pray for. 

BYG Tea Party  
 
 Saturday 17th May saw many                                                       

people arrive at St Andrew's Hall to 
see various displays on different mission links in Africa; 

CMS, SIM, Christian Aid and our Diocese's long term link 
with Africa.  
 

Brightly coloured African cloths were on the tables as well as 
African artefacts and a huge table of delicious scones and 

cream, cakes and biscuits. Even better, the sun shone and 
many sat outside chatting or in the church watching a range 

of short videos.  
 

Thank you all who supported the event and generously gave 

donations, or bought cakes the following morning at both 

churches, for Muyunda's vestments and communion set and 
for funds for Ruth Hulser's patient care.  
 

And in particular a huge thank you to all who baked, 
whether able to come or not. Together we raised a        

magnificent £800!                   -  Flic  
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Ruth Hulser Update -  April 2014  
 Serving with CMS in Tanzania, East Africa 

Dear Everyone, 
 
Belated Happy Easter greetings. 
 
Since December life has been most busy, and here a short episode of 
what I encounter daily....  
 
2 days ago I saw a little 8 year old from 'the village' on the morning 
ward round. She was lying on her Granny's lap completely apathetic 
and lethargic: 10,000 Malaria parasites (that is a lot, I was feeling  
rotten with only 5 Malaria parasites a week ago!) and severe Anaemia 
(lack of red blood). Her temperature was better, - but she was 
not....Her mother stayed at home with her smaller sister, and Granny 
had decided - before making the expensive decision to come to town 
to get treatment to buy a bottle with iron syrup as she noticed how 
pale the girl was. She gave 3 times over the maximum recommended 
dose for 3 days - that should have been enough to 'kill an ox'! Her 
granddaughter not getting any better they decided to come to town 
and face the 'so dear' admission (about £6 total) so the girl can have 
Quinine injections. Imagine the disappointment, when the little girl is 
not really better the next morning when I come round..!(It took me 
20 minutes to get all that history that morning). Then to make the 
clinical decision: is she now suffering from the Iron dose (often lethal 
and unfortunately very similar symptoms to severe Malaria and severe 
anaemia), or is it the Anaemia causing the problem, or maybe    
something different altogether? With such few diagnostic tests - and 
these barely affordable to most- I have to make a decision: The 
granny of course wants to go home but even she is frightened by the 
girl's apathy. After discussing the case with another doctor and the 
Lab and waiting a bit to see an improvement we decide we should 
give her a blood transfusion immediately even though Blood is    
DANGEROUS (we cannot exclude HIV 100%)... and difficult to get... 
 
Yesterday morning on the ward round I recognise neither the little girl 
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nor the Granny. The girl was walking around 'perfectly well' looking 
totally different and the Granny is smiling! Her granddaughter is 
'cured': God is good. The relief is palpable on the whole ward: this girl 
will be fine. From near death to life: Hallelujah.  
The same morning I have to send a 10 year old to the regional     
hospital with rapidly deteriorating conscious level: also from 'the    
village' she is most likely suffering from serious typhoid complications 
that involves the brain (encephalopathy). The girl - (like 99% of     
village populations - had been drinking un-boiled water). Thank  
goodness this is very rare, but when it happens it is very serious.  
I am challenged to remember and practise Isaiah 26.3 'You will keep 
in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in 
you.' 
 
So you can see that between the busy Malaria season on the ward 
and Outpatients coupled with a 2 months break down of my 
'broadband' connection as well as failure of the general 'dongle'    
network as well as a myriad of other crisis and challenges this    
newsletter got delayed: I am ever so sorry!  
 
We are very grateful for all your prayers and support, and we are also 
praying for you all as we are aware that without your prayers we 
would be nowhere. 
 
God bless you all richly in this and Love from Tabora. 
 
Ruth, Mama Evelyn Ndugu, team and last but not least Juma and 
family. 
 
 

We will be publishing more of this newsletter in July's Focus. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
There will be a Bring and Share lunch on Sunday 28th June after the 
church service to meet Ruth who is over for a visit. A board will be at 
the back of church for anyone wishing to come. DO SIGN UP!  
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MEGA MAKERS! 
 

St John's and St Andrews Holiday Club 2014  
 

Our Holiday Club for 2014 is òMega Makersó.   It is 

based on Matthewõs Gospel and themed around a machine that has 

the ability to enlarge any item placed inside it!   During Mega  

Makers, the children will enter the inventorõs workshop and make 

some mega discoveries about God, hear about how Godõs love is far 

wider and longer and higher and deeper than we can ever imagine 

and find out what it  means to be a follower of Jesus.  
 

We will share action -packed activities including music, crafts, 

sports, messy games, a DVD and drama called òProfessor Ventorõs 

Miracle Matter -Makeró . . .  and who knows what the venue will 

look like this time - maybe a science lab or inventorõs workshop? 
 

Mega Makers will take place 28th July to 1st August 2014, with a 

Holiday Club Service and Barbeque on Sunday 3rd August.  
 

Please keep Holiday Club in your prayers; we'd really appreciate 

prayer for the right number of volunteers to come and help, for 

all the children receiving letters of invitation and their families 

too, for all the preparations involved in putting the week together, 

for great weather, for safety and fun, and that everyone taking 

part, both children and adults, will learn more about how much God 

loves each one of us.  
 

Weõre really looking forward to it and hope you are too! 
 

Thank you for your prayers.  
 

Ros Bush 
on behalf of the Planning Committee  
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If you have never been involved in Holiday 

Club in the past, it is lots of fun.  

It is  your chance to share your faith with 

children and maybe other adults.  

You even get the chance to dress up in 

silly costumes as demonstrated here by 

our soon-to -be retired Verger, Bob     

Banfield. He normally looks like this...  

 

 
...but for special occasions like Holiday Club, he has 

dressed up as all sorts of things!  

 
Sorry Bob, but I had to do it. I couldnõt let you retire  

without publishing this photo - the Editor  

Julian Meetings  

LISTEN is an anagram of SILENT  
 

Contemplative prayer has been part of the Christian tradition since earliest times. In the 

medieval period it became mostly associated with monasticism but in the 20th Century it 

was reclaimed as part of the spiritual journey of many people. 
 

The Julian Meetings is a network of groups to foster contemplative prayer in the Christian 

tradition. 
 

Groups meet weekly, fortnightly or monthly, in all sorts of different places. Meetings are 

simple: a little music or a reading to lead into a silence of perhaps half an hour. There is 

then a gentle closing prayer and then maybe a drink and a time for talking. There is no 

leadership as such: people take it in turns to lead the devotions, if they wish. There is no 

compulsion. 
 

Half an hour in silence can seem daunting but quickly becomes a source of deep peace and 

joy. Many people find it the best way of be ecumenical. 
 

Local meetings are on the 2nd Monday of each month at 2.15pm in the Baptist Church. 

If you have never tried it, do please come along. You will be made most welcome. For fur-

ther information you can contact Audrey Bartlett on 01935 421292. 
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 

Shirley Lee 427070  
or 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

Summer Fete  
 

21st June, St Johnõs Church,  
1-4pm.  

 

Fun and games, stalls,  

face painting,  
craft, bells and cream teas.  

 

Proceeds to go to the Tower Fund and CAP.  
 

If you are able to help in anyway please speak to  
Kirsty Andrews (07855 367472) or  

Becky Dudley -Smith (475352).  
 

Otherwise come and enjoy!  

A stall selling Traidcraft produce 
is held at St Johnôs on 2nd and  
4th Sundayôs following the 10.30   
service. 

Transform the lives of the poor... buy Fairtrade! 
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The Bells return  
 

Six of our bells were delivered on Tuesday 
20th May. These were the ones for the upper 
layer in the Belfry. On 17th June we hope the 
remainder, 8, including the 2 ton Tenor will 
come back.  The first ones were on display in 
the church for a short time, but were quickly 
hoisted up.  The second batch may take a little 
longer and I hope some will still be around for 
the weekend of 21/22 June. I hope to set up a 
display and presentation of the bells and     

ringing at the Church Fete on Saturday 21st, the 
two events together should make a significant  
attraction. Even if the bells have gone up the tower 
I  hope to have a model bell set up in the church so 
folk can try their hand at ringing, I hope we may 
attract a few people to learn ringing.     

 
 

Whilst  �L�Q���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���E�H�O�O���K�D�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D���I�H�Z���R�I���6�W���-�R�K�Q�·�V������������
well-known regulars (not clergy or readers) were there to see what was going 
on. A lady (unknown to us, so far as I could tell) came in and asked me if there was 
anyone who would pray with or for her. I did not feel I could offer this service so I 
asked the others if they could help. An offer was immediately forthcoming! How 
privileged we are to belong to such a church.               - Roger Fox 


