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PARISH DIRECTORY  
For times of services see pages 22 & 23 

CHURCH OPENING TIMESé 
MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

VERGERôS & PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 

E-mail address - office@sjayeovil.org.uk Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Church activities...  

Junior Church  

Crèche (0 to 2yrs)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the  St Johnôs  

Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)  Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)  service 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)     ð Simon Corner 411614 
 

Footprints Toddler Group   Mondays 10:00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994  

(For Mums and toddlers over one) 

 

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm ð Roger Fox Tel: 862041 
 

18-30's     Mondays 7:30pm  ð see Facebook group or telephone Tim  

         Lewis 509102. 
 

St Johnôs Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement ð Keith Ovenden Tel: 424780 
 

St Andrewôs Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm ð Ruth Preston Tel: 434222 
 

SALT     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm ð Beth Farrington 

(St Andrewôs at Lunch Time)  
 

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm ð Pat Legg Tel: 424354 
 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays ð Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 

(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 
 

Tiny Toes at St Johnôs  Thursdays 10.00am (Term-time only) ð Joy Neville 479994 

(For Mums and babies under one)      
 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)              St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm ð Ian Croxford Tel: 415340 
 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm ð Simon Corner 411614 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs) 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month ð Contact James D-S Tel: 475352  
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 A Letter from  

James Dudley-Smith (Rector) 
 

Dear friends 
 

Have you ever put a message in a bottle? Last month the worldôs oldest   

message in a bottle was discovered by a walker called Steve Thurber on a 

beach in Tofino, south-west Canada. It was written and put in the bottle by 

Earl Willard, from San Francisco, 1115 miles away. When did he write it? 

107 years ago, in September 1907. What is the message? Through the glass 

you can see the date and the name, but you canôt see the message, and Mr 

Thurber refuses to open the bottle! 

 

Imagine the excitement of discovering a message like that, from so long ago 

é wouldnôt you have opened it? Whatôs the point of a message, if it is not 

opened, received, read, and heard? The gospel is a message about Jesus from 

a long time ago, and it needs to be freshly opened, received, read and heard 

by us and by others, all the time. How thrilling to have such good news, such 

life-changing news, which comes from the past, but is real and relevant for 

now, for us, for our friends. 

 

During the month of October we shall be holding some training sessions in 

preparation for our JY 14 mission next November; see the óadvertô later in 

FOCUS. We shall be considering that gospel message, and how to tell it, 

how to pass it on. We need to be people who can uncork it for other people, 

let it out of its bottle, and let it be heard. What an exciting prospect. When I 

was growing up, a lot of people thought they knew what Christianity was 

about, and didnôt really want to be told it again. Today, I think many are 

aware that they donôt know what Christianity is all about, and would      

genuinely be really interested to find out. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:3, 

óWhat I received, I passed on to you.ô We must not be like Steve Thurber, 

receiving a message, but keeping it to ourselves. 

 

Meanwhile, for those at St. Johnôs, please pray and give in our Gift and 

Promise Day (October 6th) for the tower project. If you miss the day, you 

can still give, or set up a standing order, or consider other ways to raise 

money. If we all play our part, the job gets easier. And please pray for Rob 

For Christ in the heart... 

...of Yeovil 
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Quote of the month  
 

ñOne day at a time - this is enough.  
Do not look back and grieve over the past for it is gone;  

and do not be troubled about the future, for it has not yet come.  
Live in the present,  

and make it so beautiful it will be worth remembering.ò  
 

- Ida Scott Taylor 

Dean who is doing a huge amount of work heading up the project, and for 

John Beauchamp our architect, and for Martin Warr as treasurer. 
 

Happy Autumn to all!  
 

All best wishes ï James  

NEWS OF YEOVIL  

CHAMBER CHOIR  
The first rehearsal of the new term was on Wednesday, 11th          

September in St Andrewõs Church.  

Our engagements for the Autumn Term are: - 

       Sunday 22nd September ð The Festival of the Voice at Stourhead  

       Saturday 30th November ð 20th Anniversary Concert ð Yetminster                          

           (St Andrewõs Church Hall) 

       Saturday 7th December ð Barrington Court  
 

We have also been invited to provide singers for a new production of 

òFar From the Madding Crowdó to be recorded at Melbury Osmond 

Church on 28th September.  

Sadly, our Musical Director, Helen Brind, will be leaving us at Christmas 

and so we will be advertising for a new Musical Director for January 

2014 ð auditions will be held in late October / early November.  

For further details of the Chamber Choir please go to our website  

www.yeovilchamberchoir.org           -  Robin Hutchfield  
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Family Announcements 
Wedding:  
12th October ï Anna Salberg (daughter to Chris and Jenny) 
and Adam Rymill get married at St. Johnôs 
 
2nd November: David Rivett and Petrina Hooper get     
married at St. Johnôs 
 

 

In Memoriam:  
We remember with gratitude Brian Lee, and continue to 
pray for Shirley and her family. 
 
We extend our sympathies to all those who have lost 
loved ones and pray that God will comfort all who mourn. 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

  Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  
 

  12th October - in the Church  
 9th November - in the Schoolrooms  
 14th December - in the Schoolrooms  

 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  

Please pray for...  
 

St. Johnõs Gift and Promise Day for the Tower project, 

October 6th, at all three services. 

 

13th October at 2:00 p.m. -  Trafalgar Day service in 

St. Johnõs for the Sea Cadets 
 



6 

 

St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 

All our usual activities are back in good health!  Friendship Circle had 
their first meeting and it was well attended and much enjoyed.  SALT 
met and were delighted to find that our numbers seem to be on the 
rise. We are back to putting up an extra table again. We welcomed 
two visitors from the Active Living initiative and they seemed to enjoy 
their lunch as much as the rest of us. We are very fortunate to have  
received a small grant from them over the past few years, and it is a 
great help with extra activities and special occasions. The bad news is 
that the charge for CVS Transport is to rise considerably, so we will 
have to consider a rise in our charges.  But donôt worry!  We will keep 
you informed when it happens! I still think it is one of the best value 
lunches around! 
Diana Farr took part in the Race for Life in aid of Cancer Research 
held at Sherborne Castle. The route took them all around the Castle 
grounds and there were opportunities for those who wanted to walk 
as well as those who ran. Diana raised about £120.00 so thanks to all 
those who sponsored her and to Diana for making such a great effort. 
It is always good to hear Church family news. Nicky Pilton was telling 
me about Alison. It was her GCSE year, and she did well. She was 
delighted to get a B for Maths ï higher than she expected ï and came 
up to her expectations in her other subjects. She received a            
distinction star for Social Care level 2. She is now taking a B Tech 
level 3 course in Health and Social Care, hoping at the end to qualify 
for paediatric nursing. In her spare time (!) she has a job at Waitrose 
in Crewkerne. Her brother Stephen used to work there too, but for the 
last year, he has been working an apprenticeship in IT with Mark One.  
Nicky must be very proud of them both and I am sure we all send 
them our congratulations and best wishes for the coming year. 
Jean and Tony Kirtland are facing a difficult time as Tony is             
undergoing treatment for the second time. Please pray for them both.  
Each day presents a challenge in these circumstances and your 
prayers and support are a help. On a lighter note, a lot of you will    
remember Jeanôs daughter, Kerry. Her daughter, Amy, now Amy 
Cundy, has just started her first year of teaching at Barwick School.  
Jean says that she loves it. So please remember Amy too.   
 By the look of the September weather, the Busy Bees Play School 
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will be very glad of the all weather grass in their play area ï and it is 
nice to see the little play house there. Still, at the moment the sun is    
shining. so we will hope for some bright autumn weather. 

          - Margaret Akerman 

Lordõs Larder 
Thank you to everyone who gives food items to the Lordõs Larder, it 

was wonderful to see Empty Carrier Bags, Cereals, tins of Minced 

Beef and the other food items we needed being delivered to the 

Larder, this is very much appreciated by all those we help, like the man the 

Lordõs Larder helped who was so hungry, he was unable to sleep at night. 

In July 5189 items were given to help 225 adults and 115 children in need of 

food. We would not be able to help so many without your commitment to      

support The Lordõs Larder. 

As we get ready for Harvest this year, and until Harvest comes, we are       

currently running low on the following items, if you are able to help, - Tins of 

Beans and Sausage, Tinned Mince and Onion, Tins of Macaroni Cheese, Tins of 

Sweet Corn, Squash, Jars or Tins of Baby Food, and nappies size 1, 2, & 3.  

Thank you again for all you do to support the work of The Lordõs Larder, we are 

making a real difference to those we help.  

This is the Harvest Lordõs Larder Shopping List, this lists all the food items 

that go into our various food parcels, these items are what is needed for your 

Harvest Collection.  

Tea, Coffee, Large and Small Packets of 

Cereals, Cereal Bars  

 Porridge Oats,  

Packets of Biscuits,  

Packets of Cream Crackers,  

Bags of Sugar,  

Cartons Long Life Milk,  

 Fruit Juice, Squash,  

Jars of Jams,  

Pasta Sauce, Packets of Pasta,  

Tins of Macaroni Cheese, Meals in a Tin  

Tins of Corned Beef, Tins of Ham  

Tinned Meat Pies i.e. Fray Bentos,  

Tins of Stewed Steak,  

 Tinned Mince, Tinned Tuna,  

Tins of Meatballs, Tins of Chilli Con 

Carne, Curry, Instant Potato,  

Tins of Mixed Vegetables,  

Tins of Peas, Carrots, Potato  

Tins of Sweetcorn,  

 Baked Beans, Tinned Ravioli,  

Tins of Beans and Sausages 

Tins of Spaghetti, Packets of Rice  

 Noodles, Couscous, Savoury Rice,  

Cuppa Soup, Meat Paste 

Tins of Fruit, Rice Pudding, Instant     

Custard, Instant Dessert.   

Thank you, Matt Callaghan, Yeovil Christian Support Trust, Operations Manager  
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October 2013 .... the BYG suggests for your 
prayers. 

 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 
 

Marc and Hilary Deneufchâtel in Benin, West Africa  
- continue to pray for Marc, Simon and Benjy as they settle into school life. Pray for Marc 
as he learns how to teach two children at different levels at once, and for Benjy as he 
adapts to school. 

- pray for the elders and deacons as they attend monthly training meetings led by Marc. 
- pray  and give thanks for the week of translation checking with their consultant,  Pierre. 
Pray that Hilary is given strength to lead and that the group continue to work together 
with love and friendship. 

 

Dr Ruth Hulser serving with CMS in Tanzania, East Africa  
- continue to pray for the water supplies, especially drinking and cooking water. 
- pray for all people working at St Philip's Health Centre and Familia Moja, that they can 
be God's hands in the life of many and bring light and hope through His grace. 

- pray and give thanks for all who dedicate their lives to help others. May they be 
given  the necessary rest  and encouragement as they daily help so many both inside and 
away from the hospital. 

 

Muyunda Simangolwa studying in Malawi, Southeast Africa 
- pray for all the family as they welcome new life into their home. May Cynthia find rest 
whilst Muyunda is at home and the strength as she takes over the family on her own once 
Muyunda returns to Malawi. 

- give thanks for the successful examination results of Sibesco, Agnes and Inonge who, 
with the guidance and help from Cynthia, have flourished. 

- pray for Muyunda as he starts his third year of study. May he continue to study hard, 
enjoy fellowship with fellow students and continue with his outreach work in Lilongwe. 

 

For the rest of  the world...  
- pray for all young people, both in this country and abroad, who cannot find work, and 
pray that the wisdom and the way may be found by governments to move the agenda  
forward in helping this ever growing group without hope of permanent jobs. 

- pray for persecuted Christians throughout the world and particularly from extreme    
religious and atheist groups. Help Christians to know the truth that You are always with 
them. 

- pray for all aid and relief agencies remembering in particular those we support as a 
church, Christian Aid and Tear Fund. 

- continue to pray for Syria and the Middle East.  

BYG... Points for prayer 

Don't forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month. It gives suggestions 
for people, places and situations that you can pray for. 
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Ruth Hulser - Making a difference in Tanzania 
 

Dear everyone, 
 

We are very glad that this year there will be a harvest. Again in Tabora the rains 

stopped much too early, but many people have harvested something and the 

food prices have come down from the record high in December to February/

March. We are grateful for your prayers and help. The short rain is causing     

already great shortages in drinking   water, and so we go on.... 
 

Mobile clinics - They remain on the whole busy, and allow people to be given 

treatment (Holo, Hassani etc) who may otherwise have not helped in time. We 

are hoping to expand a bit further in the not too distant future. 
 

Laboratory - Our biochemistry analyzer and full blood count analyzer are working 

well and are helping us to improve massively the quality of our service. Thanks 

to the generosity of an unnamed donor in Norway, we now even have a new 

(huge) generator, so that power cuts no longer mean an automatic end of our 

advanced services or panic when someone is dependent on the oxygen         

concentrator. 
 

HIV clinic - This is a very big part of our service as well as offering a growing   

service in recognising and treating paediatric and adult tuberculosis. Extending 

and mastering new areas keep us challenged and up to date as well as feeling 

rewarded when another child goes home with filled cheeks and mothers filled 

with hope in their hearts. 
 

Clinic extension - We have not got enough room. In March we cleared first the 

office out to put in more beds and then in April the second. We now have 19 

beds, but still occasionally have no room to fit in someone else. We are now 

opening until 6pm everyday (doctors working shifts in turn). A lack of space is 

still a problem, especially space for a dedicated ward for children and a nurses' 

office bigger than the current 3.5m squared cubbyhole they now have, which is 

really a necessity now. 
 

Familia Moja - We are very grateful to Andy and Kelly, now back in the UK, for 

their great contribution. We are continuing with the rain water harvesting       

project, building smaller tanks especially for families that are particularly       

vulnerable or are ready to contribute by digging the holes themselves and can 

provide bricks and labour; we 'only' contribute cement and expertise. The farm is 

doing well having seen for the first time, a reasonable harvest from the areas 

that were planted according to the principles 'of planting God's way' (made    

possible with the compost made with Gill Whitling's recipe for composting). 
 

Love from Tabora, Ruth 
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Muyunda Simangolwa  -   

Training for ministry in  Malawi     
 

Greetings All,                               August 2013  
 

The exams went well and I now wait for the results that will tell me if I 

return to the Bachelor of Divinity course  that will be another two years 

or, the Diploma class which has another year.  
 

I travelled very well from Malawi but I found Cynthia not feeling well. 

She is pregnant and was admitted to hospital for three days. This will be 

our last child and we have signed the papers to the close.  
 

All the girls are doing well. The last two weeks I got their exam results. 

Sibesco passed number 2 out of 62 in class, Agnes number 8 out of 57 

and Inonge 1 out of 16. We bought them a drink as a way of              

encouraging them.  
 

I have been helping at Holy Trinity these holidays by parish visiting, 

prayer groups and preaching. I have only preached once at St Peter's on 

the 11th August when it was a big Sunday for men's Anglican Fellowship. 

The theme was Recommitment to God's work.  
 

College starts on the 16th September. I will be joined by two fellows 

from Lusaka diocese so there will three of us.  
 

I wish you all God's blessings,  
 

Muyunda  

 

Friday 13th September  
 

Good morning. I am well although tired from running up and down.   

Cynthia gave birth to a baby girl on Monday 9th September around noon 

just 8 minutes after we took her to the clinic. Later she was discharged 

after 6 hours. The baby was 3.9kg (8lb 6oz).  
 

This Sunday I will be in Lusaka to meet with the bishop along with the 

two other fellows whom I will travel with to Lilongwe. It was good that 

the bishop passed through our school last month when visiting Malawi. 

We now open on the 30th instead of 16th so we three under Lusaka   

diocese will leave on the 29th.  

 

May God be with you,  
 

Muyunda  
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An advert from the Curate!  

JY 14: Their LIFE; His LIFE; Our LIFE  
ς AUTUMN TRAINING! 

Have you ever felt totally unprepared for that conversation which suddenly 
happens as you bite into your ham and mustard sandwich at work? Or as 
you sit on the bus next to your neighbour? Or as you sit down with a pint 
and an old friend? That conversation which you kind of feel you ought to 
WANT and PRAY FOR, but somehow you DREAD and AVOID. That              
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǘŜŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ΨWŜǎǳǎ ŦǊŜŀƪΩΣ ƻǊ ŀ ΨŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƎƻŜǊΩΣ ƻǊ ŀ ΨōƛōƭŜ ōŀǎƘŜǊΩΣ ƻǊ ŀ ΨōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ 
Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩΦ 
 

Perhaps you have heard that we will be having a Parish Mission in             
November 2014 ς ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōƛǘ Ψ.ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳΩ ƻǊ ŀ ōƛǘ мфулǎΚ 5ƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 
still do that? Why? What does it have to do with me, as I already go to 
church?! 
 

If you have experienced the dread of feeling under-ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢I!¢Ω  
conversation, then we have something for you! If you wonder how you 
might be involved in mission, we have something for you! This is for        
everyone! 
 

We will be running FOUR evening training sessions in sharing our faith,   
during OCTOBER. On the 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd of October ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 
Church Hall, 7:15pm.  
Here are the details: 
- 1st October:  What is the gospel? Why should we share it? 
- уǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΥ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΚ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ 

the gospel. 
- 15th October: How to tell my story. How should we answer questions? 
- 22nd October: How to lead someone to Christ. How to push the      

boundaries of our church. 
 

{ƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǇŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ         
together to these sessions. If you cannot make it this October, we will be 
running these sessions again in the Spring. 
 

For more information contact Tim Lewis, or James Dudley-Smith. 
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Fairtrade and Traidcraft  
 

Following on from Timõs article last month 

on ôShould we buy goods in Church?õ and with the celebration of Harvest 

this month here is some background to Traidcraft. 

 

Who are Traidcraft?  Traidcraft was set up by a group of Christians as a 

practical response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They helped pioneer fair 

trade in the UK, and demand justice for the poor, and rely heavily on the 

support of the Christian community. 

 

Traidcrafts principles stem from those aspects of God  revealed in the 

Bible and especially in the person and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

God is love. All people are created in his image, valued by him and called 

to eternity with him. 

 

God is just. Throughout scripture we are confronted with Godõs repeated 

call to act justly. The continuing poverty of millions in a world of plenty, 

the gross inequalities in the way we conduct and regulate trade are      

affronts to his goodness and justice. They demand a response from us. 

 

God is biased towards the poor. The Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims 

good news for the poor. Christian discipleship demands we not only     

address the needs of the poor but also ask questions about why they are 

poor, and challenge systems and structures that keep them in poverty 

 

But why do we need a stall in church with fair trade being so              

mainstream? 

With increasing success of fair trade in the secular world, which should 

be celebrated,  there has come increasing competition and there is a 

danger that traidcraftõs  voice will be lost without the continued support 

of Christians.   Fair trade still only accounts for 1% of all sales. 

Traidcraft trade directly with poor producers to help them work their way 

out of poverty.  By developing their skills and their knowledge we help 

them achieve their God-given potential.  All profits from their sales along 

with their charity arm traidcraft exchange are ploughed back in to helping 

more small producers rather than supporting  share-holders. 

As a Fair Trade church it is only right that we demonstrate our             
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commitment to the sales of Fair trade and Traidcraft. 

 

So please support our stall ð The stall will be open at coffee each 2nd 

and 4th Sunday in the 10.30 service at St Johnõs.  Although Pauline     

Kibblewhite, Robert Warr and Jo Smith will have a key and happily open it 

up after any service if you would like to purchase anything. 

 

Please pray for Traidcraft and contemplate on this verse from 1 John 

My children, our love is not just to be words or mere talk, but something 

real and active.                   - Jo Smith 

A team from the Glastonbury Deanery has           
organised a Pilgrimage to The Holy Land, 10th ï 
19th February 2014.    
 

For those who may be interested and requiring    
further information, please contact Mrs Yvonne 
Guerin. Mobile No 07748 372733 or email 

ygu18@btinternet.com   

Together on Tuesday  
 

We meet on the first and third Tuesdays each month, usually  

downstairs in the Schoolrooms, We begin with a hymn and end 

with a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits.  

This term our theme is getting to know you and our speakers and 

our speakers are members of our congregation who will share how 

God has led them to this time in their life. You are welcome to join 

us on 1st October to hear Mary Irwin and 15th October for Alison 

Read. We begin at 2.30pm.  

When the clocks change we hope to start at 2pm for Roby Maitland 

on 5th November and Ian Croxford (who will tell us about his work 

with CAP) on 19th November. James will share with us on 3rd     

December.  

All are welcome to hear a particular speaker or to come more 

regularly.                - Pat Legg 
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News from the Tyndalls  
Simon Tyndall was the curate at St Johnôs and St Andrewôs from 1990-1994  
 

Simon and Ann are on the move again but this time we are crossing La 
Manche. Simon has been appointed as the chaplain to St Paulôs Tervuren 
which is just outside Brussels. It is an English speaking church, ministering 
to the many expatriates who live in that area. The main service is held in 
the canteen of the British School of Brussels on Sunday mornings. After 12 
years in Chippenham, it is all a bit scary but exciting but we do feel that it is 
where God is calling us next. There have been many 'God-incidences' over 
the past few months confirming our decision but God has a sense of       
humour as we will be living in a Flemish part of Belgium despite us both 
speaking a certain amount of French! 
 

Ann has retired from the NHS as a pharmacist so we wait and see what is in 
store for her to fill her time. She is still a trustee with CMS and we are   
planning on being CMS Associates during our time in Belgium - being part of 
the wider CMS community. 
 

Philippa has started her last year at medical school in Brighton so in 2014 
will start work as a Doctor somewhere in the UK! She is very involved in 
Holland Rd Baptist church in Hove where she has many friends and support. 
She has recently become engaged to another medical student (Sam Harris) 
and they hope to marry in June next year. All very exciting.  
 

Samuel is married (3 years ago) to Becky and they live in York. He has 
spent a lot of his time volunteering with a charity called Besom which     
supports people in Social Housing and doing various admin jobs. At the   
beginning of September he began training as an Anglican vicar on a new 
course (St Barnabas) in Yorkshire. He will be based in a parish but do his 
formal training once a week in Sheffield plus weekends elsewhere. They are 
all excited about our move and thanks to Eurostar we should not find it too 
difficult to see them.  
 

Please pray for us as we settle down in a very different sort of ministry, for 
our family and for all the details that need to be sorted when you move to a 
different country. The people here have been very welcoming and we are 
really enjoying Belgium. God is good. 

- Simon and Ann Tyndall  
 

If you would like Simon and Annôs email addresses,  
please contact the Editor who will be glad to pass these on.  
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Brian Lee: In Safe Hands  
 

The novelist Charles Dickens is quoted to have said ñDo all 
the good you can, and make as little fuss about it as       

possibleò, very wise words. To me they sum up, in part, how 
I will remember Brian Lee. Since Brian passed away in      

August, Iôve been trying to think how best to pay tribute to 
him and all his years of service on Focus magazine.  
 

After talking to some of my predecessors, I have discovered 

that Brian started printing and collating Focus magazine in 
1995. I donôt know about you, but I was astonished when I 

realised that he had been doing this for 18 years. Iôm sure 
many of you might not know he did this and even more of 

you would share my surprise at how long he continued to do 
this extremely valuable job. It is hard for me to comprehend 

how much time and effort he put into Focus on every page, 
on every copy, each month, each year for nearly 20 years.  

Brianôs commitment to working in this way and in so many 
other ways is an example to us all of what Christian service 

is all about. His dedication, his quiet unassuming ways, and 
the way he just got on with it without fuss or complaint is, 

without question, a model for us all.  
 

I always knew that the moment I handed over the master 
copy of the latest issue of Focus, then it was in safe hands. I 

know that Brian is in safe hands now with his Saviour.  
 

ñEach of us can look back upon someone who made a great 
difference in our lives, someone whose wisdom or simple 

acts of caring made an impression upon us. In all likelihood 
it was someone who sought no recognition for their deed 

other than the joy of knowing that, by their hand, another's 
life had been made better.ò - Stephen M. Wolf (born 1941); 

American businessman.  
-  Elaine Mitchell  

Focus Magazine Editor  
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What can Christians do to convince the world that 
Christianity is the solution to rather than the cause of 
many of the worldôs problems? 
 

First of all, we have to admit that Christians have caused a great 
many problems, and continue to do so. In the name of Christianity 
there have been shootings, bombings, injustice, and cruelty. Thereôs 
no point pretending otherwise. A few examples: Many of the medieval 
crusades were an attempt to gain control over religious sites in the 
holy land. The troubles in Northern Ireland were not only political    
disputes, but were also fuelled by the Protestant / Catholic divide. 
Christians have tried to justify racism, oppression of women, and    
inhuman treatment of slaves. 
 

But it is Christians, not Christianity, which has caused these         
problems. Christians are human beings, flawed, sinful, selfish and  
ignorant. We must never pretend otherwise! Itôs no good expecting 
Christians to be perfect examples of shining morality and boundless 
compassion. The great glory of the Christian message is that God 
welcomes sinners like us; he loves us, saves us, and uses us, with all 
our flaws. Yes, he wants to make us more like Jesus in love, justice 
and purity é but (with me, especially) itôs a slow process, and yes, at 
times we do cause a great many problems. I wish it were not so. 
 

Whatôs more, many people who are not Christians are shining         
examples of moral living and goodness. But that is no surprise. Itôs a 
result of what the theologians call óCommon Graceô ï the idea that 
God is generous to all his creatures without exception, whether they 
follow Jesus or not, and is able to reveal goodness in anyone and to 
anyone, so as to bring a general increase to the welfare of the world. 
It is grace to all, for the common good. Itôs not the same as saving 
grace, which he gives only to those who trust in Jesus for forgiveness 
and salvation. Common grace is something that all people             
everywhere benefit from. 
 

Having said all that, God does specially give his Holy Spirit to the 

Tough Questions  
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Christian believer, and to the church, and we should expect the 
Church to be an agent for good in the world. And once you start to  
recount some initiatives for good that have been inspired by Christian 
faith, it is hard to know where to stop. Abolition of the slave trade.   
Invention of hospitals. Education for all. The end of Apartheid. The 
American Civil Rights movement. The Hospice movement.             
Universities. Think of the many international Christian aid agencies é 
 

I read earlier in the year a fascinating book by an Indian theologian 
called Vishal Mangalwadi. It is called óThe book that made your world 
ï how the Bible created the soul of western civilisationô. He describes 
how in many aspects of life western values of compassion, justice, 
truth-telling, equality of opportunity, and care for the weakest can be 
traced back to the influence of the Bible and the Gospel, from Rome, 
across Europe, and in America. He contrasts this at various points 
with his own experience in his native India, where the caste system, 
for example, makes some people untouchable, and life seem cheap. 
 

And would the world be better off without Christianity? The          
Communist Russian, Chinese, and Cambodian regimes of the      
twentieth century rejected all organised religion and belief in God. 
They all attempted to be rationalist and secular, and all perpetrated 
massive violence against their own people. 
 

Our responsibility is to be as true to real Christian faith as we can be. 
Jesus takes sinners and saves us for heaven, by sheer unmerited 
grace. In gratitude, and with the Holy Spirit to empower us, we who 
own the name of Christ should increasingly be the solution to the 
problems around us. Let us work and pray that it may be so. 

 

- James Dudley-Smith 

 

The purpose of Christianity is not to avoid difficulty,  

but to produce a character adequate to meet it when it comes. 

It does not make life easy;  

rather it tries to make us great enough for life. 
 

- James L Christensen 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotes/author/James_L_Christensen/
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Simonõs Corner 
Once again I must thank everyone for the amazing support 

and care Ruth and I have received over the start of the new 

term. Mumõs illness and death have been very difficult to 

cope with, but peopleõs kind words, compassion and prayers have 

kept us going through a very tough time.  

In Jeremiah 29 God reminds his people that he is in control,  

ôóFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the Lord,  

òplans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a futureóõ. 

Though at times it is hard to understand that, these words have been 

a reminder to us that God is in charge and wants the best for us, even 

when we donõt always understand what is going on. In addition, the 

very end of Matthew 28 has encouraged us as it reminds us that 

when we feel alone we are not, when Jesus reminds his disciples,  

òAnd surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.ó 

 As a result of being caught up with funeral arrangements and the 

heaps of forms and phone calls, planning for the Autumn term has 

not progressed quite as smoothly as it might have. However, all 

groups are up and running and as it is still early days once again I 

thought it best to produce a list of items for prayer this month, rather 

than just an update of what is happening with young peopleõs 

groups.  
 

Camps - Lots of our young people and some older ones who went as     

leaders spent time away over the summer at Christian camps ð many 

at Hill House, and once again the feedback from these has been very 

positive. Please pray once again, that the impact these camps made 

on our young people might continue and they would be able to build 

on the enthusiasm and encouragement they brought back with 

them. Several have grown in faith over the summer, and pray that as 

leaders, we can continue to develop that growth. Pray too that the 

young people would be able to find ways of blessing us as a church 

with what they have gained from the camps.  
 

Pathfinders - On Fridays we are continuing to run sessions with a single 

theme each week with games and activities as well as a section of 

Bible teaching and reflection. Please pray that as we look at what the 

Bible says about   certain issues and topics, that those who donõt yet 
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know Jesus might be drawn closer and want to know more.  Pray too 

for the leadership team of Emma, Rachael, Chris and I, for wisdom as 

we lead sessions. Please also pray for new members for the group, the 

guest nights we have planned to be a success, and that God would 

raise up the right people to build the team.  

On Sundays the group continues to meet and work through the Grid         

materials from Scripture Union. Thank God for an amazing team of 

people who lead this group ð Louise, Jon and Sally - and for all their 

hard work. Pray too that the young people would continue to grow in 

knowledge and love of Jesus, and that those who are on the edges 

of the group would feel encouraged to become more part of things.  
 

CYFA - After a good year of CYFA, with the group growing in faith 

and becoming more open with each other we are aiming to        

continue with our 14 -18 focus on Fridays this year. Once again we 

have a great programme lined up with music, films, a variety of      

exciting food ideas, games, social time and a short talk, bible study 

and question time each week. This term we are focusing on the book 

of Acts. It is an exciting time, and as a team we are eagerly looking to 

see what God will do. Weõre also looking at having Social events    

including a Bonfire party, Bowling and Cinema trips and a weekend 

away. Please pray for the new start, that as a team ð Charley, James 

and Doreen - we get the balance of fun and teaching right, and that 

the group might be something the young people want to come to 

and bring their friends.  

On Sundays, we are still meeting once a month for dinner before the 

service and then heading down to the 6.30 with any of the group that 

would like to come. Please pray for these dinners; that the young 

people would come and would be keen to come along to the       

services after.  

In addition to this we have established some small group / 1 to 1 Bible 

studies midweek for those who would like to go deeper. Please pray 

that more of CYFA might be interested in this and that we are able to 

find even more leaders for these studies.  
 

UNITE - The first UNITE youth service of the new academic year is on 

Oct 5th at St Johnõs and it will be brilliant to see young people from so 

many different churches coming together to sing, pray and be       

encouraged in their faith together. Please pray for the leadership 

team of UNITE as we prepare for that service, the UNITE ôBallõ in       
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Deneuf News -  September 2013  
 

Serving God in Benin, West Africa  
 

Dear praying friends,  
 

The Sunday Bible study at the Kandi -Fô church got off to a good 
start after the holidays today. Please pray for people to be hungry 

to understand God's Word, and that the study would encourage 
them to read the Bible for themselves. Marc's main worry is that 
the dirt road to Kandi -Fô has once again deteriorated due to the 

rains, and in one place it has eroded very badly. Please pray that 
the road will not get any worse, and even better, that it will be 

fixed!  
 

The translation team has at last finished working through          

December and then towards plans for 2014!  
 

Schools - Westfield CU has begun again, and it will be great to be 

working alongside the Urban Warriors on this once again. Please pray 

that the old group would continue to come along. Pray for Roz and 

the UWõs as we lead the sessions, and pray again for year 7õs, that 

they might come along and want to be part of the group.  

This year I am also going to be involved in leading the Preston School 

CU alongside Claire Hardy from YCC. Please pray for us as we plan, 

lead the sessions and seek to help the group to make a positive      

impact in their school.  

Yeovil College CU has begun too, and please pray for Rob (acting        

Chaplain) as he leads that group, the old and new CU members, and 

also pray for the new students who have just begun their courses in 

what can be a daunting place initially.  

Please also pray for CUõs starting at Bucklerõs Mead and Stanchester 

and for all those involved as members or leaders.  

There are lots of other things we could add, but I hope this will give 

you lots of things to pray about for the young people, leaders and I as 

we begin the new term together. Thanks once again for all your    

support, encouragement and prayers for the youth and childrenõs 

work, the volunteers and I really appreciate it. Thank You.  

- Simon Corner, Youth Minister  



21 

 

 

 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow 
Though my sight is growing dim, 

Still He bids me trust in Him. 
 

(CHORUS)  
Yes, Jesus loves me.  
Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me,  

For the Bible tells me so. 
 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I'll go 

On through life, let come what may, 
He'll be there to lead the way. 

(CHORUS) 
 

When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song. 
Telling me in words so clear, 
"Have no fear, for I am near." 

(CHORUS) 
 

When my work on earth is done, 
And life's victories have been won. 

He will take me home above, 
Then I'll understand His love. 

(CHORUS) 
 

I love Jesus, does He know? 
Have I ever told Him so? 

Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love Him every day. 

(CHORUS) 

Leviticus, and we have begun to look at Amos. It was one of the 

first books Philémon translated, and so is taking quite a lot of 
work. It does make a change from Leviticus though -  please pray 

for good concentration and wisdom.  
 

Our family are very well. The boys are fitting in as much Lego/
castle -building/cars/reading as they can around school, and Eve is 

desperately trying to get moving while not daring to actually try 
crawling. So far she can push herself backwards with her hands 

while sitting on her bottom ... watching her target move further 
away doesn't seem to upset her too much! The boys regularly tell 
us how happy they are to live here, which is encouraging to hear 

as parents!  
 

God bless. Much love,  
 

Hilary and Marc Deneufchâtel (Simon, Benjy & Eve)  

W9{¦{ [h±9{ a9 ό¢ƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴύ 
Author Unknown 

- Thanks to Ed Bangay for passing this on 
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN OCTOBER 2013  
    

Tues 1st 10.30 am Holy Communion       St John's 
          2.30 pm  Together on Tuesday       Schoolrooms 
  2.30 pm Friendship Circle       St Andrewôs Hall 

7.15 pm Mission Training        St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 2nd          9.45 am            Genesis         41 The Park 

12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
7.30 pm First Wednesday        St Andrewôs Hall 

Thurs 3rd          10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
              Schoolrooms 

12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
Fri 4th  6.30 pm First Friday Prayers        St Andrewôs 

7.30 pm            Pathfinders/CYFA       Schoolrooms 
Sat 5th  7.00 pm Unite         St Johnôs 
    

19th Sunday after Trinity   
Sun 6th  

 
 8.00 am Holy Communion       St Johnôs 

  10.00 am Holy Communion       St Andrew's  
  10.30 am Together for Worship       St John's  
                   6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service      St Johnôs 
Mon 7th            9.00 am            Staff Meeting                    St Johnôs 
                          10.00 am          Footprints Toddler Group     Schoolrooms 
                          7.30 pm            18 ï 30ôs group                     9 Park Gardens 
                          7.30 pm       PCC         Schoolrooms 
 Tues 8th           10.30 am Holy Communion       St John's 
                          12.30 pm  SALT          St Andrewôs Hall 

 7.15 pm Mission Training        St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 9th             12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
Thurs 10th         10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
              Schoolrooms 
                          12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer       St Johnôs 
 Fri 11th  7.30 pm            Pathfinders/CYFA       Schoolrooms 
Sat 12th  2.00 pm            Wedding        St Johnôs 
 

20th Sunday after Trinity  
Sun 13th   8.00 am Holy Communion       St Johnôs 
   10.00 am          Morning Worship       St Andrew's  
   10.30 am Holy Communion       St Johnôs 

 2.00 pm Sea Cadets Service       St Johnôs 
                           6.30 @St. Johnôs:  Evening service        St Johnôs 
Mon 14th            9.00 am        Staff Meeting                   St Johnôs 

  10.00 am        Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
                        7.30 pm        18 ï 30ôs group                     9 Park Gardens 
Tues 15th        

     
10.30 am        Holy Communion              St John's 

                            2.30 pm        Together on Tuesday           Schoolrooms   
  7.15 pm Mission Training        St Andrewôs Hall 
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 

Shirley Lee 427070  
or 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but please 
check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.  

 

Wed 16th               9.45 am         Genesis         41 The Park  
    12.00 noon    Lunchtime prayer      St Johnôs 

Thurs 17th             10.00 am       ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
     Schoolrooms 

      12.00 noon    Lunchtime prayer      St Johnôs 
 Fri 18th                 7.30 pm         Pathfinders/CYFA              Schoolrooms 

   

21st Sunday after Trinity  
Sun 20th      

   
8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 

   10.00 am   Holy Communion   St Andrewôs 
 10.30 am Morning Worship (Harvest)  St Johnôs  

                     6.30 @St.Johnôs:   Evening Service   St Johnôs 
 

Mon 21st  9.00 am          Staff Meeting     St Johnôs 
 10.00 am          Footprints Toddler Group Schoolrooms 
7.30 pm          18 ï 30ôs group                   9 Park Gardens 

Tues 22nd          10.30 am          Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

 7.15 pm Mission Training        St Andrewôs Hall 
                           12.30 pm          SALT                              St Andrewôs  

Wed 23rd           12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer    St Johnôs 

Thurs 24th         10.00 am          ñTiny Toesò Mums and Babies group   
  Schoolrooms 

              12.00 noon        Lunchtime prayer   St Johnôs 
 Fri 25th             7.30 pm            Pathfinders/CYFA   Schoolrooms 

 
 

Last Sunday after Trinity  
Sun 27th   8.00 am           Holy Communion   St Johnôs 
  10.00 am          Together for Worship   St Andrewôs 

10.30 am          Holy Communion   St Johnôs  
 6.30 @St.Johnôs:  Evening Service   St Johnôs 

 Mon 28th  9.00 am            Staff Meeting      St Johnôs 
                            7.30 pm           18 ï 30ôs group                 9 Park Gardens 
 Tues 29th          10.30 am          Holy Communion     St Johnôs 
  Wed 30th           9.45 am          Genesis       tba  
                           12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer     St Johnôs  
 Thurs 31st         12.00 noon       Lunchtime prayer     St Johnôs 
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Young SaintsYoung SaintsYoung Saints   
This months theme:  

Introducing  

Mark  

Famous Marks: Marké Zuckerberg (Facebook founder); Marké Webber (F1); 

MarkéTwain (author). Forget them. They all need surnames. Today FOCUS (the 

Parish Magazine, not football programme) can bring you an exclusive interview 

with none other thané (Drum rollé) MARKéNo surname. Just Mark! Wahey! 

Wahoo! Mark! The guy who wrote the second book in the New Testament!  

Without further ado, let me say ôhelloõ to you Marké 
 

Mark:  Hey, thanks for having me!  

Tim:  A privilege, as always. So tell us, who are you and how did you come to 

write one of the most important books in history?  

Mark: Welléthanks. Thatõs kind of you. My name is Mark ð only my mum (called 

Mary) calls me John Mark (when sheõs cross with me), everyone else just 

calls me Mark. I guess I wanted to write a book about the man who 

changed the world. Jesus.  

Tim:  But Matthew had already written one right? And Luke? Did John write 

his after you? Why so many books about the same man?  

Mark: Well, I was really the first person to get my book out there. I wrote it 

really soon after Jesus was resurrected and then ascended. I wanted to 

get the story out to as many as possible. I also wanted to write it in the 

words that everyday people speak ð I knew others would write their   

account, but I wanted to get across the ônow-nessõ of Jesus ð the wow 

factor. I wanted everyone to be able to understand: from the lowest to 

the highest. Thatõs why itõs short and snappy! 

Tim:  Cool. Forgive me for mentioning this, but you didnõt really know Jesus 

first hand did you? So why should we trust you? I mean John was pretty 

much Jesusõ best friend, but you barely knew him. 

Mark: Okay, fair point. Basically, I came to know of Jesus and put my trust in 

him through two key people: Barnabas (my cousin who travelled a lot with 

Paul on his missionary journeys) and Peter (we always called him ôRockyõ) 

who was very close to Jesus. I spent a whole load of time with both of 

them, particularly Peter ð so I got most of my first hand material from 

them. They were both really influential in my life and writing. Though 

Peter always teases me for showing his bad side in my book!  

Tim:  Yeah, Peter doesnõt always come off too well, eh? 
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Jokes Corner Jokes Corner   

These jokes are from children at SPACE ACADEMY Holiday Club These jokes are from children at SPACE ACADEMY Holiday Club   
 

How do astronauts serve dinner? On flying saucers  
 

òWhat do you think of that new restaurant on the moon?ó The 
food is great but thereõs no atmosphere.  
 

How do you know when the moon has had enough to eat? When itõs 
full.  
 

Where do astronauts park their spaceships? At parking meteors  

 

 

Mark: He was just one of those guys: his heart ruled his head. But he taught 

me so much about Jesus.  

Tim:  Are you a bit like Peter do you think?  

Mark:  I guess you could say that. We both messed up ð Peter a bit more   

famously than me! But I actually left Paul and Barnabas completely on 

their own at one point. Iõd had enough, so I just gave up and went 

home. I wasnõt sure I was cut out for following Jesus so radically. But, 

just like Peter, Jesus welcomed me back and told me to get on with 

following him day to day. I guess in that way, Peter and I are good  

examples to anyone who has mucked up big time. Peter founded the 

church; I wrote some of the Bible. If we can be used by Jesus, anyone 

can! 

Tim:  Wow. Thanks for being so honest. And thanks for coming in. -  Tim Lewis 

C   m     w   t  h   m   !     w   l l    
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Bible Code Breaker  
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Something to make you smile  
One summer evening during a violent thunderstorm a mother was tucking her 

son into bed. She was about to turn off the light when he asked with a 

tremor in his voice "Mummy, will you sleep with me tonight?" The mother 

smiled and gave him a reassuring hug. "I can't dear," she said. "I have to 

sleep in Daddy's room." A long silence was broken at last by his shaky little 

voice: "The big sissy."  

 

A Doctor told this story about her then -four -year -old daughter. On the way 

to pre -school, the doctor had left her stethoscope on the car seat, and her 

little girl picked it up and began playing with it. 'Be still, my heart,' she 

thought, 'my daughter wants to follow in my footsteps!' Then the child spoke 

into the instrument: "Welcome to McDonald's. May I take your order?"  

 

A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their        

six -year -old daughter and said, "Would you like to say the blessing?" "I 

wouldn't know what to say," the girl replied. "Just say what you hear Mummy 

say," the wife answered. The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why 

on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?"  

 

A man returned home from a trip just when a storm hit, with crashing     

thunder and severe lightning. As he went into his bedroom about 2 a.m., he 

found his two children in bed with his wife apparently scared by the loud 

storm. He resigned himself to sleep in the guest bedroom that night.  
 

The next day, he talked to his children, and explained that it was O.K. to 

sleep with Mummy when the storm was bad, but when Daddy was expected 

home, please don't sleep with Mummy that night. They said OK.  
 

After his next trip several weeks later, the manõs wife and children picked 

him up in the terminal at the appointed time. Since the plane was late,       

everyone had come into the terminal to wait for the plane's arrival, along with 

hundreds of other folks waiting for their arriving passengers. As the man 

entered the waiting area, the son saw his Daddy, and ran to him shouting, "Hi, 

Dad! I've got some good news!" As the man waved back, and said loudly, 

"What's the good news?" "Nobody slept with Mummy while you were away 

this time!ó. 
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These usually take place on the Second and Fourth  

weeks of each month.  
If you are interested in joining one of these groups  
CONTACT James Dudley -Smith on  01935 475352  

ADVERTS 
By inclusion in FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the 

Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor  

A Touch of Glass  

Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists 

1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE  

Tel 01935 411088  

dawn.stevense@btinternet.com 

JIM ALLEN  

BRICK LAYING, CARPENTRY, FENCING,      

PATIOS, ROOFING GUTTERING,  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, ETC  

Email: alljm996@aol.com  

Tel: 01308 863809  Mobile: 07976 372045  
No job too big or 

too small 

 

Cue Gardening 
For all your Gardening needs 

Chris Chant - 01935 478139/07943 908317 
 

chris.chant@rocketmail.com 
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                             Walter Wall  
 

      for Quality Carpets, Rugs and Vinyls.  

             All PricesñImmediate Delivery  

Fitting by Experts  

 

                  34 Princes Street, Yeovil  
                         

  Tel: (01935) 478100  

 K. Allen 
ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING 

AND DECORATING UNDERTAKEN 

City & Guilds Qualified 

FREE ESTIMATES. NO VAT 

(01935) 422736 


